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Don Alphonso Blas 

De L I R I A S. : 

CHAP. I. 

The Education 5/ A l p h o n s o ; the 
Arrival of Scipii> yrp/77 America. 

I Y Father liaving written his 
i Adventiires.rendersaditTerer.t, 
K Account ofour i^imily (which 
^ I fliallgiveintheSeqiielJ ablb- 
I lutely neceniiryi iuice the Pub- 
lick, which, received that 
Work with a Sort of Avidity, and yc: 
mention it in Terms which fpcT.k tiicir 
Approbation, muft thence inia^ir.i.') ii\Tx 
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2 The LIFE of 

I am dcfcended from Anceftors on the 
Male Side as obfcure, as they are illuftrious 
on that- of the Fentale •, my Mother being of 
a Houfe, in which t^ere never was any Mix- 
ture of Moors or Jemjh Blood •, an Honour 
not .many among, even the firft of our No- 
bility,' can boaft : and was fccfides alh'ed to 
feveral of the mott diftinguiflied Families in 
Spain. I am the younger of two Sons which 
fhe bore to my Father. Don Alphonfo^ who 
was my Godfather, having no Children of 
His own, took me from my Parents at five 
Years of Age, charging himfelf with the 
Care of my Education, and^ future Settle- 
ment in the World. 

Soon after the Difgrace of Ctnmt OiivareZj 
my Patron, having received the King's 
Thanks for his honourable Discharge of the 
high and important Truft of Vice-Roy of A- 
ragofij with a Penfio ^ fuitable to his Birth, 
. and the Dignity of the exalted Poft which 
he had many Years enjoyed, withdrew to his 
own Scite, where he lead a Life as retired *as 
was poQible for a PerJon \y{ his Rank, urii- 
verfally efteemed and refpefted by the No'fei- 
lity and Gentry of his Country, He Ipent, 
by m;ch, the greater Part of his Time in 
his Library, or in converfuig with his Lady, 
very fond of die Mathematics, his Chaplain, 
a PwJan of great Learning, remarkable Mo- 
deity and fmgular Piety, and a German Gen- 

* tlemen^ 
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tleman, who was not only a thorough Plii- 
lolbpher, but an excellent Linguift, being 
befid^ the Dead, Mafter of^all the European 
Languages. This Gentleman Don Alphonfo 
had engaged to undertake the Care of my 
Education, and he conceived fuch a Fond- 
nefs for me, that I was hardly ever out of 
his Arms ; and as he never fpoke to me but 
in Latin^ before I was eight Years old, I was 
rather more perfect in that Language, than 
in the Spamjh. My Patron^ who continued 
his Protedlion and Benevolence to my Fa- 
ther, would fometimes with Donia S^raphi^ 
fuiy and the two Gendemen already mer- 
tioned, pafs a Month or Six Weeks at Li- 
rias^ and always take me with them. 

Thus carefifed and indulged, as much as 
. Prudence would allow, I arrived at my thir- 
teenth Year, and was at that Age Maftcr of 
the Latin^ High Dutch^ French and Italicn. 
Don Alphonfo then thought it Time to enter 
me in the Univerfity o't Salamanca^ v/hith(r 
he fent me under the Tuiuon of "Don Juan aj 
JSteinboek^ the German^ under whofe Cure [ 
)iad hitherto been educated, v;ith two Sci . 
, rants in his Livery to attend us. 

My Tutor, who bad for me a patcrral ^ 

Affei^lion, took all poflible Pains, and an 

uncommon Care, not only to forward mc 

in my Studies, but to tinilure my Mind wit'i 

juft and honourable Principles; to include 

B 2 ail 



4 The LIFE of 

all in few Words, to make me a good Chri- 
ftian. He never let me go anywhere with- 
out him, or fuffered my receiving any Vi- 
fits from young Gentlemen, whole Conver- 
sation he apprehended might debaucli my 
Morak. As I really loved him, and he was 
of an engaging Temper, I found no Reftraint 
in this Procedure; and waS as well pleafed 
in his Company, as I could have been in 
that of Perlbns of my own Age. He denied 
me no reafonabic Amufements, and really 
made my Studies rather a Diverfion than a 
Labour, What Don Alphonfo allowed to 
maintain us, I can't fay; but we kept three 
Horfes: I had always a Purfe of Gold in 
my Pocket, and paid, myfclf, for Books 
and other Necedaries wanting. When my 
Money was gone, Don Juan gave me a frelh 
Supply, without asking any Account from 
me, as indeed he was a Witnefs of my Ex- 
. pences ; and I ain't tax my (elf with the 
Iquandering one fingle Real in two Years, 
which was the Time we fpsnt at Salamanca^ 
before we paid a Vifit to Don Jlpbcnfo^ or 
my Parents. 

As I took a Plcaftire in my Studies, in 
which my humane Tutor was ever pleaded to 
afi)il me, and to obviate what Diffcultics 
might cccur, I never broke in upon the 
Hours dellined to my Improvement; my 
kiiiire Time I employed in learning to dejign^ 

of 



Bon Alphonso Blas. 5 

of which Amufement I wjsvery fond, or in 
tiking the Air with my Tutor and Don Jo- 
fepb de la Zerda^ accompanied by the Gentle- 
man who had Care of him, and was very 
cautious of his making Acquaintance with 
any Pcrfons but of unblemilhed Charafter. 

This young Nobleman, great Nephew to 
the Duke of MeSna Celi^ and I contrafted a 
ftrick Fricndfhip 5 Ave were feldom afunder, 
at Times allowed for our Recreation, and 
cur Tutors, both Men of Probity and pro- 
found Erudition, were altogether as intimate 
as were their Pupils. We often made liftle 
Parties of Pleafure, and not feldom eat to- 
gether,^ either in Do7t Jofeph^^ or my Appart- 
ment. At Length Don Juan and I were re- 
called by Don Jlphonfo^ who, from the Ac 
count my Preceptor kid given him of my 
Prc^refe in my Studies, thought it Time for 
mc to make the Tour, of Europe^ and ftudy 
the, great and crabbed Vohime bf the 
World. 

We took our Leave of Don Jo fepb and his 
Tutor i and that young Nobleman did me 
the Honour to prpmile me his Friendlhip 
and Intereft, if at any Time he might be of 
Service in my Affairs. When we arrived 
at Leyva^ we were agreeably lurprized to find 
there all the Family of Lirias and Jutella^ 
invited to pafs the Eatter holy Days by Don 
jUphonfo and Donia Serapbina at their Scitc. f 

B 3 I 
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,1 fhall omit the Reception we met with, 
which was filch as might be expedled from a 
generous Patron throughly iatisficd with my 
Conduft, and tender Parents of a Son, whom 
they had rot feen for the Space of two Years, 
and who had never given them the leaft 
Ground for Difpleafure. 

The firft Salutations being pad, I enquired 
after my Brother, and was told, that he was. 
gone a Fifliing, and, when out upon Country 
Sports, he never returned till Night. My 
Uncle Bon Juan de Jutella faid, he was an 
excellent and keen Sportfman, and though he 
was but fii'teen Months older than me, there 
v.'as not in the S^aniflj Dominions a Man who 
knew a Horfe or Dog better; was more inde- 
fjtigahle^ or killed more Game; being equally 
pood at Scale^ Feather or Leather: and he had 
raiher hear him at the Tail of a Pack of 
I loundi, as he was a Proficient in Dog-Lan- 
gL:age, than the fineft Concert of Mufic. 
la the Si^afon for angling he made all Sorts 
of artificial Flies, and knew the proper Bait 
for every Species of Fi(h ; and in Partridge 
Seafo'n, he never hunted a Dog but of his 
own making, or drew a Net he had not 
. himfclf knit. In a Word, there was not a 
more complete Country Gentleman,, and, I 
hope, continued Dm Juan de Jutella^ he 
will never fee a Court, fince the Country af. 
fords thQ only Happinefe thakt caA be expecled 
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on this Side the Grave •, which I think is de- 
monftrable from the Examples of fuch as 
have long piirfued this univerfal Objeft of all 
Mortals, in the midft of a Hurry of Bufinefsj 
in the Pomp and Grandeur of Royal Palaces: 
and finding their Purfuit vain, have wifelf' 
fought and found it in the innocent Amufe- 
mentsofa Country Life. 

Indeed, replied my Father, you and ^ his 
Mqther have quite ruined the Boy; he might 
have made an excellent Scholar, have been of 
Service to his Country, and have given Luftrc 
to his Family, which on my Side needs a 
great many Virtues to cover over theMeannefs 
of our Original ; but his Mot her would not let 
.him ftudy for fear of impairing his Health, 
and your Indulgence to his Paflion of Hunting 
and other Sports, encouraged him in his Idlc- 
nels, riveted his Averfion to Learning, and 
have made him good for nothing, but a Dog- 
Kennel or a Stable. Alas ! faid my Mother, 
he was always of too tender a Completion 
for feverc Studies; but of wjiat Ufc would 
Learning be to him ?^ Thank Heaven, Don 
^pbonfo^s Generofity, and what you ^have ^ 
made in the Service of the State, are fuffi- 
cient to fatisfy the Ambition of any Man^ 
who can be content with all the Convenien- 
,cies of Life. My Manner of Juiella, faid my 
Uncle, will be Ibmc little Addidon, as I have 
no Children of my own. Madam, replied 

B 4 * mi 
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my Father, do you remember you have ano- 
ther Son ? I fancy not ; for you have given 
dl to Sancho ; what has Jlpbonfo done ? Don't 
trouble yourfelf, faid my God-father and Pa- 
iron, you have given him to me; Donia 
■Dorofbea does me Juftice in thinking her Care 
for Alphonfo fupcrfiuous. 

At thele Words I made my Patron a very 
low Bow, and was going to return my moft 
humble Thanks, when my Tutor prevented 
me, by faying; if a juft and grateful Senfe of 
his Gocdnefs . could engage a Condnuance of 
it^ he was fure his Pupil would always have a 
generous Patron in the exemplary Don Alphonfo. 
Donia Serapbinade Leyva replied, fhe was 
'Jatisfied, th3,t Alpbonfo, being educated under 
the Care of D^n Juan de Steinboek^ her Lord 
would never have Caufe to repent his Ge- 
nerofity, if flie could term paying the Son 
Part of a Dtbt due to tlic Father, doing 
more than ftrift Juftice. 

Supper was by this Time ready, for it was 
near livening when we arrived at L^va\ 
the good Chaplain came down, and very cor- 
dially welcomed us on our Remrn, making 
both my Tutor and me a very handfomeihort 
Compliment on his Care and my Conduft. 

Vve were juft fitung down to Table, 
when my Brother came in from his Sport ; 
what my Father had faid had given me an 
Idea of a meer Ruftick. I was agreeably for- 

prifed 
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prifcd to find, mftcad of a downright Clown, 
for iiich had I painted him in my Imagina- 
tion, a genteel well made Gendeman, cafy 
and polite in his Behaviour ; of good Scnfe, 

* and an engaging ready Wit, governed by a 
' mannerly Prudence. He embraced me very 

affeftionatcly, and complimented my Tutor 
in handfome Terms. While wc were at Sup- 
per, I was very attentive both to his DIP 

' courfe and Behaviour,and was not a littleout of 
Countenance to fee myfelf fo gready cclipfcd. 
My Uncle had from his Childhood accuftom- 

' ed him to the Convcrfation of Men, and neyer 
made a Vifit to any of the neighbouring Qua- 
lity without him. He had learned his Exer- 
dfcsztjuulla, where my Uncle entertained 
a dancing and fencing Mafter, and took the 
Pains, himfelf, to teach him to ride the great 
Horfe, No Gentleman in Spain, if any pro- 
fcfTed Mafter, better nndcrftood riic M$* 
nage. Don Juan was very fond of Hiftory, 
which, every Evening, and on foch Days 

"as were not 'fit for their Sports, he made.my 
Brother read to him, and minute down die 
moft remarkable Events : on thefe they ufcd 

: to reafon, and cenfure or applaud the Con- 
duft of the great Men coilcerned •, by which 

• Method my Brother had the Hiftory of moft 
•Nations treafurcd up in his Memory, and 

was an entertaining Companion, though no 

Scholarr 
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Brother, laid he, I was quite charmed 
with the Gharafter that worthy Gentleman, 
Don Juan de Steinhoek^ font of you from Sa-^ 
iamanca ; not only as I had in View your fu- 
ture Welfare, but, as I knew it was a Plea- 
iureto Don Jipbohjo^ our Patron, to whom 
we owe the moft dutiful Re^ct, to find you 
corrcfepond with his Wilhes, and fenfible of 
the Honour of his Bcnerolence and Pro- 
tedlion. I replied, that I very well knew 
the great Debt our Family owed that Noble- 
man, which was too large for any other Re- 
turn than a dutiful Obfervanee and grate- 
ful Acknowledgments. 

Alpbonfiy faid my Patron, did you ever fee 
the t mblem of Liberality I I anfwered, raj 
Lord, I have. Then you know, replied his 
Lordihip, in making a Prefcnt, fhe turns her 
Head backwards, to fhew that no Return is 
expefted, and that a good Adtion is fefBciently 
repaid by the Pleafure it adminifkers . Your 
Brother^ and your Difcourfe is no way agree- 
able to me •, and if you would really oblige 
mc, let me hear no more on that Topic. He 
fpoke this in a manner that impofed us Silence,. 
Sambo ^ iaid he to my Brother^ what Sport 
have -you had ? My Lord, replied he, I have 
brought ia a fine Dilh of Fifh, which your 
Lordfhip will foon fcc/upon the Table. 

He had hardly made this Anfwer, when a; 
Scivant catericg. toid Ddn Jl^konfo^ thk 

&inioir 
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$^nier Scipio from America begged the Ho- 
nour tx) kifs his Lordfhip's Hands. At this. 
Mefliige a vifible Joy appeared in the Coun- 
tenances of all the Company ; my Aunt, &- 
rapbina de Juiella^' cried out, ^Heaven and 
thebleffed Virgin be praifed, *^tis my Father 1 
They all rofe from the Table, and "Dtm Al- 
f&onfi embracing Senior Scipio^ whom the Ser- 
vant .;was introducing, brought hirti forwards 
My Aunt immediately fell upon, her Knees,, 
and embrac^ his; ev^y one,, efpecially 
xny Fatl^er, heardly congratulated his iaf<t 
Return, afec an Abfence of twelve Years. 

Thefc (^reflfes being over, Don Alphof^fa 
placed him at Table pe^ct himfelf. He 
then diked him ^ number of Queftions, as^ 
did almott all the reft of the Company. 
My . Lord, laid Senior ScipiOy when your 
Lcifqre will . permit you to liften to fuch 
trifling An^ufements ^ are my Adventures, 
I will 4o 0iyfelf the Honour to give you a 
paruculgr Detail. I fliall, now, only lay, that I 
have facrific'd my life to my Love for v^f 
Daughter, and nly Gratitude to my Patron, 
Dan Gil Bias de SanHllane^ whom I rgoice 
,to -fee the Father of two fuch promifing 
Youths (wc had been prcfcnted to him by 
my Aunt). Don jU(indeJutella Ihavebrc-jght 
to Old Spain Monty enough to purchafe and 
re-annex to the Caftle of Juiella fuch Lands; 
as the Gcnerofity .and publick Spirit of your 

B 6 Anceflors 



12 The LIFE of 

Anccftors had fevered. The Lordfliip of Jfo* 
gua, which lies between JuUUa and Ldriasy and 
joins thofc Manners, was purchafed two Years 
fince by Senior Pedro RondiOasy my Agent at 
Madridy and the Title Deed is in your Name, 
/ have left it with my Baggage and Servants 
at Lirias^ where I alighted this Morning. 

My Impatience to pay my Duty to Dm 
Aipbonfo^ the Lady Serapbina^ and to fee my 
Patron, my Daughter and your fclf, would 
not allow me to take above three Hours Reft, 
before I fet forward with your Horfes, Don 
Gil Blasy for Leyvtf. The Purchafe I have men- 
tioned coft mc a hundred thouiand Crowns^ 
which 1 prefent you, I>on Juan^ to make 
Ibme Compenfation for the Want of Birth in 
my Daughter'. I have yet two hundred 
thouiand Crowns more in Specie, and a 
fmall Prefent, which I hope the Counted of 
Leyva will accept of, a Necklace ©f the fineft 
Emeralds America can produce. I have a 
String of beautiful Pearl for Donia Dorotheaj 
fome curious fcathcr Hangings for Don AU 
fhonfo^ a cordial grateful Aftiedion for my 
dear iPatron, a pretty Eflate jiear Mexico for 
his younger Son, fomething worth the Ac* 
ccotance of his elder r Patents ©f Nobility, 
purchafed by my Blooci, and a deep Confurop- 
tion (which V as indeed Wfible) for myfelf. 

1 bis Is a fummary Account ; at a more 
prcpcr Seaicn I will be as. particular as 

you 
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. you fhall defire. I now only entreat that 
I may receive no Compliments on the Per- 
formance of my Duty, and have Liberty, 
without difturbing the Company, to retire to 
a Chamber, bang much fatigued with m% 
Journey. 

~ Don Alpbonfo immediately wdered the 
Groom of the Chambers to prepare a Room 
ibr Senior Scipio^ who would have fiifiered no 
one to .ftir from the Table ; but my Father 
would, notwtthflanding all he could all^, 
conducthim tohisChamber; where hefoon kfc 
him to his Reft, ^d returned totheComtpany. 
The Arrival of Senior Scipio in fuch Af- 
fluence, was a Subject of Joy to the Com* 
pany, though it was greatly alloyed by his 
declining Condition ; for it was evident he 
could not live long. As I was in great mea« 

_ fure a Stranger to his Story, though I had 
often heard him mentioned by my Father and 

- Aunt, and knew that he was in America % 
when the Company broke up, and retired to 
their refpedive Chambers, I defired my Bro- 
ther, who went with me to mine, to tell me, 
if he knew them^the Particulars of his Life. 

I would have you, faid he, fufpend your Cu- 
riofity till you come to Zir/<w, where I will fhcw 
yoa a Manufcript of my Father*s writing of 
his own Life down to your Birth, which in- 
cludes the Adventures, of this Senior ^ Scipio. 

AJ&cr 
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After fbine Uttle Stay, he wUhed me a good 
Night, and went to his own Apartment. 
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Ingraiitwk fmuflSd* 

TH £ next Morning I '^oieiiQcordingita 
my Cuftom nt CoU^e, by Break 
^ Day.; and being drcft^ went direcUyto 
B^ Aiphmfo^^ Library > where I diverted 
.myfclf^ »till I heard the whole Family ftir- 
ringi I then went into the iHaH, and found 
there Hon jSphcmfi^ Bon Jmn de JuuM^ apd 
jny Father. As they w^re carnett in JCHf- 
.courfe, I only laluted therQ>.and went into the 
.great Couit, where I found my Brother 
jnounted on a ftatcly Jkriij^ JtJorfe,.exercifing 
Jbim with great Dexterity. 

Jiphonjo^ iaid he, will you get on Ilorie- 
back, and take an Airing this Morning? I 
anfwer'd, that I wouli willingly accompany 
him, but that I had not yet paid my Duty to 
Don jUphonfo \ befide I thought it might Jbe 
■ .deemed a Slight of Setkm Scific^ if wc did 
'not wait his coming. down. 

You judge rightly, replied he, '^ris what I 
-did not think of; and therefore defigned^ 
if you would have excufed me, to. have 
. >breakfalled^ and taken a Day's An- 
gling. 
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gllng with Don Pedro de Patillos^ with whora» 
J had made an Appointnaent :. But, I will fend 
a Servant to difengage myfelf,and join you ia 
the great Parlodr,where the Family Bre{^kfafts. 
every IVIorning, an^ *tis now about the time. 

Don Pedro de Palilhs ? I think I have 
heard our Mother mention him as a Rela • 
tion ? He is, faid my Brother, fccond Couiia 
to JDonia Dorothea 5 does us the Honour fome* 
times of a Vifit at Lirias, and is Jo good 4s 
to do me that of his Protedlion, for fuch i 
ought to call what a Nobleman {o greatly a- 
bove me condefcends to .term friendfhip. 
He returned from his Travels, loon after 
you went to Salamanca^ and brought with hiirt 
a Lady whom he married at Rome. She is. 
allowed, by all, to be the greateft Beauty now^ 
in the Spanijh Donlinions-, her Fortune was. 
lufficient for a Sovereign Prince, and her Merit 
would give a Luftre to a Throne ; yet with, 
all this, Imay fay, without 'Partiality, Dont 
Pedro deferves her r for he is not only a fine 
Perfon, an accomplifh*d Cavalier, a Noble- 
man of excellent Parts, improved by Study,, 
Travel, and the politeft ConVerJationj but 
the fweeteft tempered Gentleman, and 
the tendered Hufband. • ' 

I Ihould be proud, faid I, to be knowa 

to a Gentleman of his Charafter, and 

glad you would take the firft favour^ 

Jbk Opportunity to prefcht me to him^ 

- ' 1 wilh 
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I wifli you too well replied Sancbo to negloft 

it ; for his Cpnverlation will not only edify 

roMy but his Interefl: be of Service to you, as 

le is the Son of the Duke UOjJund's Sifter, a 

Nobleman whofe Virtues ecliple the greatneft 

,of his Birth and Splendor of hk Titles, 

*Tis faying little of this great Duke, 
to mention his being of the firfl: Clafi of 
Grandees, when the whole World acknow- 
ledges him at the He^of the firfl: Clafi of 
Men of Probity. H¥ is a great Man by 
Defcent, but a much*^ greater by his Virtues 5 
no Merit caiT be imputed to him from the 

. former, as our Birth no way depends upon 
o«f felves, but all the Glory of the latter is 
entirely his own ; he owes it to neither his 
Ancefton nor Court favour. He lives up to 
the Dignity of his Birth •, but fcorns to have 
a Tradefman contribute to the Grandeur of 
his Figure. He pays his Debts as religioufly 
as a Merchant, who depends on his Credit, 

. punftually pays his Bills of Exchange. 

To give you his Charafter, m a few Words, 
he has as many Friends, as there are Perfons 
who know him, and if he has ah Enemy, 
which I do not believe, he muft be of fuch 
a ChaVafter, as every honeft Man would be 
afhamed of his Friendlhip. Don Pedro did 
me the Honour to take me with him to 

[ this Duke's Country Scite. I continued there 
fix Wccks^ where I obferved a magnificent 

^ . HofpitaKty, 
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Hofpitality, and prudent (Economy go Hand 
in Hand ; true Greatnels blended with aa 
unafieded Humanity ; State and Affability 
united ; and extenfive Charity without the 
leail Tindhire of Oftentation. 

His Son is, in the Phrafe of his Flaterers, 
Gay, Generous, Brave, and a moft entertain- 
ing Companion ; but the difinterefted part of 
the World, ftripping him of thefe Virtues, 
borrowed to Cloak his Vices,' fpeak himLeud, 
Extravagant, Quarrelfome, and drowned in 
Debauchery : That he feemed to Travel not 
to improve, but to corrupt his Mind ; not to 
gain a Knowledge of the World ; of the dif- 
ferent Interefts of States ; but toTreafure up, 
and bring back with him all the Vices pecu* 
liar to every refpeftive Country he vifited. 
That he hasi the Arrogance of a Venetian 5 
the Revenge of a Roman ; the Foppery of a 
Frenchman ^ the Drunkenne& of a German ; and 
the Self-fufBciency of an Englijhman. 

It is not from any Propenfiry to Detraftion 
that I give you this, I fear, too juft Charafter 
of the young Nobleman ; but from my hav- 
ing heard that Don Alphonfo defigns to fend 
you to Court, and as I believe among others, 
you will be recommended to the Pfoteftion 
of the Duke his Father, I thought it necet 
fary you fhould be acquainted with what the 
World lays of both. 

At 
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At this Inftant a Servant let us know that 
the Lady Seraphina was gone into the Parlour: 
upon which Notice my Brother gave hisHorfe 
to a Groom, and we join'd the Company5who 
were fitting down to take their Chocolate, 
then nothing near fo common as it has fince 
.been, and was feen in the tloufes of the Qua- 
lity only. Senior Scipio enquired after mbft 
qf the Neighbouring Families, and among 
others, after that oil\itQo\^nio{ FuenteBuena. 
t)on Alpbonfo told him the good Nobleman 
was well •, but had left the Kingdom of ^- 
lencia^ and lived at a fine Eftate in that of 
Murcia^ where he had a very noble Scite, 
which, on the one fide yielded a Profpeft of 
ihtMediterraneanSt^i \ and on theother,cnter- 
tain'd the Eye with a fine Landfchape of in- 
termingled Woods, Pattures, Arable Grounds, 
plains, Hills and Rivulets. His Caftle and 
Eftates in this Country he has given to Don 
Pedro de Palillos his Son, whowas about thir- 
teen Years of Age when you went to America. 
He is an accomplifh'd Cavalier, and married 
to a Roman Lady of Quality- of uncommon 
Beauty, fingular Merit, and a prodigious 
Fortune, not lefs worth than threefcore thou- 
farid Crowns a Year. My Friend Sancho 
here can give you her Hiftory, which I am 
of Opinion will entertain you. He is a 
great Favourite of that Lady, by having had 
the good Fortune to make himielf agreeable 

to 
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to Don Pedro, from whom he learned all 
the Particulars, and who is a thorough' 
Sportfinan. As I was plcafed with the Story,* 
I have made him write it down, and that he 
might imitate your Novelifts, he obtajQed of 
the Lady, to whom he fhewed his Work, 
which (he received with a Complaifiince and 
good Nature, that adds a Charm to all her 
Anions, a Copy of the only two Letters 
which mfled between her* and Dbn Pedro^ 
when he made her his Addrefles. He 
copied them in th^ Italian, but the Reverend 
Don GeronimOj our Curate, has rendered 
them in Spanijh, Sancho, you will, I believe 
oblige Senior Scipio, and fome others of the 
Company in reading your Work. I'll aC 
fore you my^ young Friend is no contempti- 
ble Biographer. Senior Scipio faying he would 
do him a Pleafure, my Brother went to his 
Chamber, and immediately returned witH - 
fome Sheets of written Paper in his Hand, 
While our Author, faid Don Alpbonfo^ en- 
tertains you. Strangers to his Hiftory, we 
who have heard h, will take a turn in the 
Grove. Donict Seraphina de Jutella an- 
fwercd the Countefs of Leyva, and I, will 
withdrav/ to our Toilets. 

There being none left with my Brother but 
Senior Scipio, my Tutor aDd felf, he opened his 
Manufcript and making a fliort Apolc^y for 
the Incorrcdnels of his Stile^ read as foUowg. 

*Thc 
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* The Count jyAlhano and the Marquis 
Cajiruccio were two young Noblemen of il- 
luftrious Houfes ; the former the Inheritor 
of a great Hftate ; the latter, by the Ex- 
travagance of a Father, wbofe Paffion for 
Play had ruined his Patrimony, having 
nothing left to fupport the Dignity of his 
Delcent, was brought up by his Aunt, the 
Counteis of Spizza \ whofe Eflate being 
but barely fufficient to keep up her Port, 
retired from Rome^ and lived privately at 
her Country Scite, that (he might fpare the 
more for her Nephew's Education. 

* When he was fit for the Uhiverfity, (he 
lent him to finilh his Studies at Paduaj de- 
figning to procure him a Poft becoming his 
Birth in the Venetian Army s the Doge of 
which Republic was related to the Family 
of Cajiruccio^ as was alfo the Procurator of 

'k. Here the Marquis became 

with the aforementioned Count. 

about the feme Age, both 

[cd, and pretty much of a 

contrafted a Fricndihip^ 

\ by time •, their 

leeming daily to 

Marquis had 

: Though' as 

/ed fix>m his 

)ply the Ex- 

of Plea- 

* fiirc 
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fure lead him into, he would ibtnetim^ 
make Exciifes to abfent himlclf. 

* The Count, at firit, taxed him with want 
of Friendlhip, but at length, thinking his 
AfFeftion Qighted, feldom invited him to 
fhare in his Diverfions. 

* This was fenfibly felt by the Marquis, 
whofe Pride, however, was too great to give 
his Friend the true Realbn of his declining 
to partake in his Parties of Pleafure. The 
Count, who really loved him, and was never 
thoroughly eafy in his Abfence, was by Ac- 
cident undeceived, and fatisfied that the re« 
fervednefs of the Marquis, was not owing to 
his want of Friendfliip, but, in Fad, to his 
want of Money. This was a new Trouble 
to him ; for he knew he had a Soul above 
being obliged at the Expence of a Stranger, 
and Icorncd to (hare thofe Diverfions^ for^ 
which he did ^ot pay his (hare of theChargj^ 

' He was as willing, as aljle, trnf^r^ 
him with what Money was neompy^t^ffik jffy ^ 
making a Figure ; and would^avc thought|fr / 
no Sum too great to Purdjffe theComp^y^ ^ 

of his dear Caftruccioi hm^ow to do i^JH^- ^ 
out hb KnowledgejMs tJ^ribifficidflFi^ ' 

length he though^w th^plowin^Expfe- 
dient. He loomn Poft^haifejhd drove 
dircftly to Fenmky whim is biilrwenty four 
Miles ^\^zx\tfSxom^adua^ and ordered 

the Banker^ who/ paid him by Direc^ 

* • 
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-* tion of his Guardians, '5000 Ducats yearly 
*■ for his laj^rt, to remit 2000 of them by 
:* Quarterly Payments to the MarquisCd/^rac- 
^ cio; who, having 1000 from his Aunt, 
,* was thos upon a J-£vel with the Count. 

• The Banker being equally punftual and 
•' fecrct in complying with chefe Orders, and 

* the Count retrenching his Expenpes, the 
' Marquis and he became infeparabJe Com- 

* panions : though the former was furprized 
■' at this Augmenution of what he uled to 

* receive, yet he rever could difcover from 

* what Source it flowed. He knew it could 
' not come from his Aunt, who ftreightened 

* her felf very much to fpare him one'Thou- 
' &)d : The Doge, though his Relation, as 
' he had many Children, and was but newly 
' invefted with that high Dignity, which 

* far irom being an Advantage, is fcM" Ibme 

* Years an Expence ; he could not liippofe 

* the Author ot this good Fortune ; and the 

* Prccwater ot Saint Mark, he knew too 

* covetous t oJae f ufpected of fuch Bgunty. - 

"le cndeB^ijcd by the Banker at Padua, 
(^idhii^^fc difcover hb Benefador i ■ 
If A|e hin^teother Anfwer, than his 
g ordoted to pa^the Marquis Cafiruc- 
jch Su *s as were remitted to him from 
-orrefpMdfflit at lOmu:^ and which he 
Wit hinievcry Quarter.'' 
^ "^ * Three 
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* There Was now a perfeft Harmony be-* 

* twecn the two Frioids, and the Marqub aa 

* longer under the Neceifity of inventing 
' new Evafions. Thay continued three Years 

* at the Uiiiverfity in a remarkable Imima- 
' cy ; at the lind of which Time the Count 
' was to b^'m his Travels, His Guardiftns 

* havuig fent him a Letter of Credit, for ■ 

* what Money he thought proper to take of 

* his Banker at Venice^ required him to Vifit 

* Milan^ Turin, Gtnoa, and return tht^n^ 

* Florence to Rome ; from whence tliey pro- 

* pofed to- him to take a Tour to Naples be-* 

* fore he left Italy. The Count, on receipt 

* of his Letters, went to his Friend, and 

* having ^ven them to him to perufe, faid, 

* Fortune, my dear Marquis, js not always 

* juft to Merit ■, if (he was, you might give 

' me thofe Demonllrations of Friendlhip ^ 

' I now come to offer you. I am, you per- 
' ceive, -fpeedily to f\\iSx. Padua -, hat cannot '. 

' think of being parted from my dear Ca^ /* 
*■ firucdo. I am no Strange^aiour Circum- ' ^ 
"■ llances, and you mufl: h^flffard 

* Fortune is confiderable.Jj^s fu^ 
' Friend, for both, ai^Mt you h^re 

* feflion for me yo#have of|^ f 

' you will allow rqp to make' it con f^. 

' both. To pijWe th.it I oft^ji^ou i "" , 

' a fincere Pieafure and a^rdial h \. ': 

* I ihall now acquaint you with a '■•'. 

, ■ / ' wmcn / ' 
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which your Induftry has not been able to 
penetrate ; and which I ihould yet conceal, 
were it not to convince you that what I 
at prefent offer is no Compliment, having 
thde three Years divided my Allowance 
with you. What return my dear Count 
can I make, replied die Marquisj to luch 
Excefs of Goodneis ! I afk, laid he, no 
other return than a continuance ©f your 
Friendfhip, which my Affedion has a juft 
claim to, and which I value far beyond a 
Fortune, My dear Count, replied the 
other, do me Juftice and believe I have 
the fame Sentiments ; that our Separation 
would be equally infupportable to me : 
though narrow minded Men may interpret 
mp readinefs to accompany you in yjbur 
Travels, as proceeding rather from a greedy 
Eye fixed on your affluent Fortune, and 
from a regard to my own Interefi', than 
from the juft Eftcem I have of your Merit, 
and a gratefuU Senfe of your unparalled 
Gencrofity. Marquis, anfwered Albano:^ the 
Man confcious of an upright Heart, gives 
himfelf little Pain about the Opinion of 
the World, which will cenfure the mod 
Virtuous: It w?.s ever fb my dear Friend, 
and as it is not in our Power to redrefe the 
Evil, we muft bear with it. In a^rd, 
they left, the Univerfity together, the Mar- 
quis having firft acqu:rinted the Countefs of 

' Pizza 
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^ Pisssfavwii tbc geao-ous Pqcndifaip t>f die 
.<c.Ck)tinti who, in alictter to ite f^tne JUdy, 
< cpnfinned what her Nq^ew had written ; 
-< wd let her know, that a |arth<^ A^niittwoe 
-^ CO him was unoecei&ry, ms h^c Mw^tui 
«fhouldfhare his Incotiaie. AtVmi^ ,<tkcf 
^lodgedattheBaokei^sHoi^, »iUl^'Ar- 
-< rival of a-Geodeman who wiis theve to.i^eet 
Vand accompany the GQuptin the Tjwrof 

* JEyery TWng; rcqirifite bauig «a ^Uadi- 

^ jiefe, . they took the prefcrib^ j[ioiite» 4nd 

.^ ^K^t to jS^w, whe«^ the QMefs ^Gnar* 

^ 4ia6s^l^ ^ .Expences of his Tt^msb ^ 

* twenty Xhoufami Crowns ji Yean I fljall 

* pa&over the Particulars of thdtr Xow!, in 

* fwbiqh, if it WAS poflible>. their Bands of 
*j F«ie»dfl)tp 5i^ere . iiiorje firsjfy Jfeott 

' Thqr retutned to Roms^ Md:tiogi£inued 
' * the iatne Qt^dial Affeftions ihey iflwccd all 

* Ev^fltt i BBO Mirfortunc could ipe£U ;(he<onc, 

* whkh .did not srfF^ the .oihers lUfKi the 

* one kecw bo Pleafiwe withqwt the J?artid- 

* p^itipn of his Friend. 

^ Jn i^is iwoinj^rupted Bai^nnQiiy they 
^ f^ed the J^y^ pf .Adr Youth. 

' When ^hcy.were pretty near fifty, the 

* tNl^rqpis preffod the Count to o^arry^ ofFer- 
> ing to ma,ke . a l^rge . Settlement on the 
•* JLady ike Ihould chufe, and the Children he 

^jRiight haviP. On i\isihcwing an.lnclina- 

B ' tic 
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* tion to live angle, the Count gave Way to 
^ the Solicitations of his Friends, and mar- 

* ricd a Lady of Family, who bore him 
^ one Daughter, and died before her Month 
^ was up, to the inexpreflible Grief of the 

'• Coiint and' his Friend. 

* The Child, whoi was chriftened Mtria^ 
^ and now makes Don P^^ro happy in^ moR 

* excellent Wife, was btxHight up with all 
^ poflible Care and Tendernefi^ and ieemed 
^ to liave two Fathers, the Count and the 

* Marquis \ but at the Age of ten Years flic 

* was deprived of the former. He fell dan- 

* geroufly ill, and his Recovery was in few 
^ Days deipaired of by his Phyficians. Being 

* ienfible that he was fummoned to pay the 

* dommon Debt of Nature, he ordered his 

* Daughter, the young Donia Maria to be 

* brought to his Bed-fide, fi-om which thje 

* Marquis had never ftirred from the firit Day 

* of his » Friend's Sickncfs, but. Day and 

* Night, iat by him in^a greit Chair, ai^ gave 

* all the Sigg;. of an inconfblable Grief. 

^ The Count railing himfclf in his fi^d^ 
^ faid," my dear Ct^ruccio^ for my Sake take 

* Care of your Health, that this Innocent^ 

* who, your fclf excepted, is all I holddear^ 

* may in you find the Lofe of her Father re- 

* paired; take her, my Friend, into your 

* Pfotedtion, I confign her to your fi-iendly 

* Care 5 to her transfer that Affeftioo and 

Fricndfhip 
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* Friendlhip which her Father has Jong cx- 

* perienced ; I Ihall only defire you to xc- 

* member that flie is mine, the Daughter of 

* your Friend Alhana\ This, lam certain, 

* is fufficient to engage all yoor Care and 

* Taidemcfi. He then gave his Daughter 

* info the Arms of the Marquis, whofc 

* Tears flowed too abundaqdy to allow hfs 

* making any Anfwer. 

* The Count calling to him bis V^- 

* let dp Chambre, and ^ving him the Keys 
' c^ a Cabinet, faid, bring me the uppermoft 
' of the fmall Drawers. Out- of this he took 

* i Pacquet feaied up, and dcfiring the Cu- 
^ rate of his Parifli, who was then in the 
^ Room, and had flayed at his fiequefl, 

* after having perfiirmcd for him the laft 

* Offices of the Church, <to come near, laid, 

* This is my laft Will, by which I have di- 
•' vided my Eftate betwee^i my Friend the 
^ Marquis and my Daughter, whom I lea^ 

* to his Qire to marry her according to her 
^ Rank, and his Difcretion; ta him I trans* 

* fb* the Duty flie owes me, and I will, in 
^* a(fe fhe dtibbeys htm, and marries without 
^ his Approbation, diat fhe forfeit her Moiety 

* of my Efface, and the i^quis' fhall enjoy 

* thewhoki. - 

* In cafe of ^he Dc«th of either, without 

* IlTue, I will, that the Survivor fhall fhccced. 
^ po the Moiety of the Deceafed ; and in cafe 

C 2 * Heuve i 
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^ Hcaveh Ihould mlpire tny. Daughttr taeliyfe 

* a religious life,' the Kfei^is Ihall fiicGeed 
^ to my wkde Eftace, paying iiicha'Poitioh 

* to dw Moiiaftry * to which fhe SMI retire, 

* as becomes her Quality. 

• I thoagjht it proper by Word of Mc^ilth, 

* to declare flie Sum of myjlaft Will with 

* R^nl to the Sulk of my Fortmte, that the 

* Evidence of a Perfon of your -Probity mstf 

* prevent all Gstvils : notwithftanding I have 

* taken all poffible Gate lo have the FDfWs 

* of Law tracrved, and to hare riXy Witt 
^ witneflcd by Men of Charader. 

• He gave the Will to the Marauis 5 then 

* turning to the itttle Maria^ i^poke to her 

* in Terms fcdtabie to the Tendernefi of 'her 

* Years, admonifliing her to obey the Mar- 
' quis as a Father, to follow his Advice, 
"* and to dq)end endrely on ^hts Jud^nent, 

. * \Aio was more capable of conceding what 

* was for her -Intereft or Honour, than (he 

* could be, -were* fhe evenof adalt Years; 

* he then embracing the little' Innocent, Milrho 

* was drowned in Tears, however^ ignotant 

* of die great Lofi which (he was very ibon 

* to fuffer, ordered her Woman cp take ^her 

* to her own Appartment ; the Cl^ bding 

* removed, whom her Woman canied; away 

* fcreaming, 'My dear Papa, -my dear Papa I 

* AHano in a languid Voice addrfeffcd him- 

* fclf to bis Fncnd in thefe Words : This 

Vis 
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b the ficft Time, my dear C(0mci0^:i^t 

* I have preferred my owji to your Satis^. 
^^idtion^ or could fee you ^eve, without 

* being fimfibly. affliSsd $ but I own to you^> 

* that I am now become ib indulgent to 

* ihyielf, that I rgoice the Nearnels of my 

* Diflbludon^ prevents the Agonies, worfe to 

* me than Deadly which I muft have fuffered 
^ had I be^fb' wretched, as to have fecn yoa 
'^ in the languid Condition I now am. Par- 
^ don this ^utiality, the only one I have 

* been guilty erf" fiilce our firft Indmacy ; 

* and the miher, as it proceed^ from the 
^ moft ^nder Friendfhip. I ceafe to live, 

* but Here his Voice failed him, and 

^ he clofcd his Eyes, which muft exclude the 

* Light, *iiU the laft Trump fhalt awaken the 
^ Inhabitants of the Grave from the Sleep of 

* Death/ 



• The Grief of the Marquis for his loving 
and belbved JPriend, could not be modtrated 
by the vaft PoOiei&ons he inherited on his 
I>6ath \ which indeed were no more than 
what he enjoyed during his Life : For 
though the Count had alone the Title, yec 
the D^fpoial t>f his largp Eftate, wa^s in com - 
m<m to both« 

* Never Friendijbip was more finccre than 
JllbaMo% or feem'd more affsdionate and 
graie^U tkaa that of Cafimjcia^ ^ 

B g He 
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* He called the Steward of the Houfe, 

* when the firft Sallies of his Grief would al- 

* low him the Ufe of Reafon, and ordered 

* him to take the Care of the Family, and hi^ 

* late Lord's Funeral upon himfelf; com- 

* manding him to fpare no Expence, that the 
^ Pomp might be aniwerable to the Dignity of 

* the Count's Birth, and theAfTcdtion he bore 

* his Memory. Having difcharged this hii 

* laft OiEcc to the Remains of his Friend, 

* he retired to his own Apartment, where 

* Ihutdng himfelf up, he wou'd admit no 

* Vifits, and receive no other Suftenance than 
^ what was barely neceflary to fupport Life; to 

* which he would willingly have put an end, 

* by abftaining from Food, did not Religion 

* and his Care for D'^nia Maria the t)eautiful 
' Image of his dear Friend, forbid hjs feeking 

* this Refuge from inconfolable Grief'. 

* While Caftruccio was thus indulging his 

* melancholly Rcfledions on his loft Friend, 

* th^ Steward pundually obeyed his Com- 

* mands ; and his late dear Matter, whom 

* he had fcrved thirty Years, being embalm'd, 

* he ordered the Corps to lie fifteen Days 

* in State ; after which, inviting all the No- 

* bility of Rome^ then in Town, the Domi- 

* nicans, and all the Mendicant Orders, he 
^ had him tranfported in an Open Chariot, 

* drawn by eight Horfes, preceded by He- 

* raids, who carry'd the Count's EnCgns, and 

* Choiriffica 
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C^oirifbnrs fmging an Anthem to St Jabff^ 
Church, followed by a prodigious Train of" 
Coaches, illuminated with two Thoufand 
Wax TorclKs, 

* The Corps was placed in the midll of 
the Choir, where it remain'd eocompa&'d 
with Wax Lights, and Maffes faid Day and 
Night for the Soul of the Deceas'd, the 
Space of a Month, in which Time a magpi*^ 
ficent Marble Totnb was finiihed at Jlbano^ 
where his Remains were depofited with the- 
greatell Pomp, and Mafles laid, for the 
Space of a Year, by the Steward's Order, 
both there, in the Church of the Pari{l> 
at Rome where he died, and in the Church 
of every Pariih through which the Corps 
had pafs'd. 

* Time, which moderates the moft affeft- 
ing Grief, fomewhat alleviated Cqfirucdo*s^ 
who at the End of two Months appeared in 
pUblick i and calling together the Rela-* 
dons of his deceased Friend, the Curate and ' 
Witneflfes to his Will, had it opfenM and 
read to them. After which, he orderM 
Jlbano^s Banker to pay fqch Legacies as 
the Count had bequeathed . to his Kindred, 
Acquaintance and Servants 5 all which, to-^ 
gether with the Expences of his Funeral, - 
amounted to no more than thirty thoufand 
Crowns, nothing near . half the Sum in» 

;his Banker's Hands.^ 

C 4 * Having 
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^ Wkving fended all AtBdtB at Itcmt, he 

* left the young D^ia Maria under the Care 
*^ of a Lady cf Qualkyy and great Merit, 

* with Attendants /anfwerable to her Rrth' 
^ ^d FdltQne ^ and difchar^ng 2AI the ^er- 
^ vanfis of the late County wiSi a Valfcr dfe 

* Clfaimbre and tw6 Lack^s onlv, he went ' 
^ to vifo and take PcfT^on 0/ the ifobte 
f Eftate fcft him. 

• The Homage of the TenantSs^ t4ie 
' Chan^ of Place, the Si^r of the Lord- 
^ jflbips, his R^fIe<Sbton that he was abfokue 

* Mafter of one half of thcfc large Pbffif- 
' fions, and his caUing to mind the irre- 

* vocable Decree of Death pafs'd on- the 
' \vhoie Race of Man, by degrees dil)>atched 

* bis Grief; and at Length, the very Obliga-* 
^ cion he had to his Friend, effaced the 

* Memory of the Cpunt jyj^bano. 

^ Every Thing under- the Sun is liable td 
' change, and perhaps;, in tlie whole Cresh 

* tion, noching is moi^ mutable than Man. ' 

* One SeafoB or one Day diflfers not fo much' 
' from another, afr Man from himi^f. Every 
^ Stage of Life makes an> inienfiMe Change 
^ in our Bodies, and there is ib near a Rela- 

* tioii between them and our Sx^ik^ that the 
^ Former influence and alter, according to our 

* Ages, the Views, Refolutions and Vwpm- ' 
^ fity of the latter. To this we may add' 
^ that our Senfes or Pafljons haw fiick an' 

• Afcca- 
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^ Afeendbnt over our R^bb, when iRC'ait 
^ t|^ lesrfl rmils in curbing tfaetn, thsii we 
^ cto^ Without a Bluih, foiDomi)€% be guUtf 
^ of AAimti, the Tbou^ts aboe of wHdk 
^^ W6tt^ at wotber ftrike tis widi Horror, ^ 
^ The Change of Portuae wrjr often CQiikes 
*aQiaiigeofth« whok Man i and he wt» 

* in Penury boimds his Ambition with the 

* I^KefiBuritt cif Life; if he ufaesicpc^Iy 
^ bfeceiMs Mbifter of an a6Buen( Fortunci 

* ex«tti4$ his Views m 'Prapoxtipfu 

• Thefc Obfervarions were Yfirified in 
^ ^ Mirquis; who when he €o^ld eali 
^nodiing his own, coveted |]iothiBgi but 
^ when he was ablplute Lord of one half of "^ 
^ a great £flate» began ta yepine that it was 
^ but h^ilf, ancT to contrive the Mm^ tor 

* ppffefs the Whole. 

^ When he oider'd the WiJl of hjs F^end 
^ te be e|)en^and readin the Pi^enc^ of tho 
^ P«<ftms emcem'd, he ded^i*^ that he 
^ would take a^ muck Care of I)ma Mapia^ 
^ as of t^ Apple of his ]^ye$ aed that ^9 
^ AfiedHen and Tendsmefi flpiUd cpiH 

* vince her and the World, wMife he liv'd, 
^ that fhe had ftUl a Fath^,. who ^OMld, as 

* in juftiee and Gradt^der he ^^^ ob^ed, 

* prefer her Inter^ and I:&ppij»e& to hi» 

* own r That Ym dear fticnd had indeed 
^ made him Matter of cme Half of his EiSatc,. 
^ but he iheuU netter efteeiu h^nfelf other. 

B 5 ' ^thaa 
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« thafi a Steward of the Whok, which at his 
^ Death, fhould entirely, and he hoped 

* improved, revert to (the right Heir of Count 
^ ySbano) his beloved Pupil. But how vain arc 
^ the Defigns of Men \ How little do we 
^ know our Strength, and how difibent are 
^ our Adions frona what we once really pro- 

* pofcdt 

* Time having . obliterated the Memory 
^ of his^ Friend, the Marquis turn'd his 
^ Eyes upon himfelf v and upon the greafaieis 

* ©f his Birth. * 

^ Being pofllefsM of fufficient tofuppprfe 
^ his Dignity, and defigning to d^ive the 
^ Daughter of his Benefador of her Moiety 

* he thought of perpetuating his Name, by 

* mapryiHg fome Lady of Quality, who 

* might bring him ChUdrea. 

^ Having this Delign, he addrefi'd him- 
^ielf te an old Lady^ his Relatioci/ 
^and imparted to her his Refolution o^ 
^ marrying. If he could meet with a Wo- 
^ man ©f Family, virtuous, young, agrees 
*aWe in Temper and Perfon, and Tike* 

* ly to give him Iffue, he did not much re- 
*^gard her Fortune*. > 

* Dmia Mamirtta^ idv fo, was the Lady 

* named, told nim that a Relatk)n of her 
*• late;5 H«8band*s was then, in her Houfr^^ 
** whii anlwcred in every Point what he« 
*^ foiightu That flie was a Widow^, of about> 

•^ ^ TwcijLty* 
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Twenty-four^ defcended from an illuftri* 
ous Houfe, had a Son of about fix Yeats . 
of Age ; liv*d a Wife but two Years, was 
a prudent Lady>. beautiful without feeming . 
to know it ;' gay without Levity ; com- 
plai&nt without Flattery ; conversed with 
the ^^esuteft, without being*^ wandng in 
what was due to her own Character ; wasi . 
obliging to the meaneil:^ without mak- 
ing herlelf cheap: rnd of an even and 
en^tging Temper^ by the Prudence of her 
Oeconom^ made a haridfome Figure with 
a finall Jointure^ and her Virtue was fuch, > 
as the Breath of Calumny could not fully 
her Character, or lay the leaA Indifcredoa 
to her Charge. 

.* Charmed with this Account, the Mar- 
QMis asked the Lady^s Name and Circum-- 
ftances. Sheis,anfwer*dDtf»/^M2r^^//4,the 
Countels Spineda ; her Father was the Mar- 

2 m del CampOy whom you knew, and whofe . 
date is about twenty Miles diftant from 
Rame^ on the- Way to Civiia Veccbia^ . I 
may lay, it lies equally diftant from this 
City and that Sea Port, and is now in . 
the PoffcflSbn of hiiSon,. Brother to the 
Lady m Queftion. The Count, her Huf^ 
band^ was a Vercmfej. aftd her Jointure is . 
two Thoufand Crowns a Year. When flie 
QomfSi to Town, fhc does me the HonoUr 

ta refide in my Family. 

C d ^ *The: 
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* Tlie Manjuis dcfircd her to procure him 
an Intcreicvir with thi$ Lady $ which flic 
readily andertook ta do» and proposM hh 
b^g agarn at her Houfc the next Vblj. . 
In mppi he £iw and was enamourM w{th 
^ the Widow, aod hc^ by the Knowlcd^ 
'of his br^e'Polfe(fions> and his Promife 
to marry his Pupi to her Son, H^xti of a 
fit Age, was, without much DJfSiulty in- 
duced to Ihut her Eyes to the Dilparity of 
Yeafs^ and their Marriage was publick^ 
folemnizM-in as fliort a Time after Be had ' 
nu^ his iHt Addrefib as peco^m and ^ 
the Tieccflary Preparations wouki pcm[iit 
*- Soon after the Marquis had tettled hh 
Family, he took . home to his Palace 
Ifmia Murray ^ young Countefi of jBI^*' * ^ 
no. Siewas gwtly c^cfe'd bybodi the* 
Marquis and ms Lady,^ who looking upon ' 
her as a. future Daughter in Law„ was ex-' 
tremely tender qver her Perfon and carcftit^ 
of her Education.. * / 

' Eighteen Months after his Marriage the ' 
Marquis having a Son bom, begpi to m^ 
ditate the Means of efiaSking what lyj h^ 
long defign*d 5- vts. the getting ft)fle(fion ^ 
of the whole Eftate of his dcccas*d FHend, * 
and repaying, the gr^kteft, Gencrofity with * 
tbe t)Iackeft and moft ungrateful liifidcKry^ 
by robbing the helplcfi Qi^han, ^o was [ 
eAtrufted. to his. QhjL. ' " '^ • *•*•' -^ ^' 
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^ vounr, gniduilly ta weaM kU Lad^ kl^ 
'feA^ns fi^oAi her Son Ae yawg J^^iiMk,' 
^ Eft tiE&ick, b]^ her fondn^ ftr MT tiW 
"^ borri Ittfifit^ lie eA% f&cice^ed^ BiAW 
« belfig ^d^^iePd e# 2I Jecbiiil SOif^ hft\^ 
""Mara^^ tirigri^^d lb Mtaf^h i^f Mr i^ 
^ dehJdi for tbei^foUfig'B^M^li^^ tk^ ^ 
^ became qokein^fevlitto^t^ fkiit of hei^ 

* firft M^riage, and tMnlung jio^iqeie dfadl- 

* vancing die Fortanfe Of y<**gi ^pkuii by 
^ the Imtd^,. whidv ^ ^ eP the Ii9a** 
^ dyes cff her marryii^g dib Morqm^ -flktf 
^ became Hi Atcomplke, in tadtawiirfi^ 
^ to build Ae Fbrtdn^ of her yfo\j»^ 
^ Childfen on Ae Ruin eP the young Com-* 

• To this E«^ 4!i^il ArtS8fe» 'weie ft* 6a 
^ Fbot Dofpia M&ia^ h&k abotf IbuPieen' 
•^ Yea» of 'Age, wa* tf firft deboKJP^d from* "^ 
^ &e innoeeric Ataufetft^ts Aie had been d-' 

* Ibw^di by €fegi^ee» deny\l al) Cbn^iif ^ 
^ and treaiie^ with great A^rky on the one' 
^ Efand, by ^ ]VlarthiQn(3&, and envkoAlf 
•^on tbe dth*r,e wIA ?^te,^?^ the' 
' N&rqii», -who mdei the V^ qfCoi 
^fion^ aiid, M^k-ef'Fiet^ (Myfiigi 
*^ to her that a Convent omj could /heker 
*^ her from the Severity of which fte com*' 
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* ffOm 2il' th^ Cares Aifidedes ai^ Acg^ts 

* of the W^rl4»; waftpd it's happy and wife* 

* Eiid>racei^ thioijg^ na pacific Sea,, that no* 
^ Storm$ CQuId mflSey. ;to thofc . gk)ri9us 

* M^fion^ of. unintermpted and i epdleg* 
Mpy** cF^wd fo^; Aofip/yhpfc Couragft 
\ hs4 jd^Stpa i^ v^n ; /Alluregiqits .^c^f . the 
^ ialfe Piqifilfcs of this tianfitory jLife> aad^ 
^ wholb Prudence had preferred an< eternal 

* to a tenfipox^My Good^ , - 

• 'sTh^fe [Hous.Cqmfortm,. at the lame 

•. Time bewailed, the Folly, pf jxpor thought- 

^:hs& Mort^9, who could fix their,Hearb' 
^on Riches, whicb^ thcjf were not fiire thcy^ 
*had an .Hour to eiyoy, ^apd risk the> 
\ Xx>& of Treaiares of which they could xprer 

* be deprived, "t^ 
« ! D^nia Mma d^d' by npMeans rpliO^ tiW 

^ Advice gWen het^ by tl^ pretended^ 
^ Fri^dsy and young 9s ^ was, ihe cpolci 
\ difcover the Defign. As ^e Marquis» 
^ found this Artifice. ^1) that the pious- 
*■ I^ouries of his Inftrument^ niade no inv 
\ preflions Qu his Pupil ^ that (he. oou*d not - 
*: b< cajdbed.iiato a Mpnaftry,, apd. that her- 

* Rei^ons.^ had proppfed, r, feveral^ Ncble 

* ]M(atches, which he dyided by various EIx- 
^ cufes, fom^times alledgmg her Ypu|Ji^ 

* ibmetimes her. peiibnal Defedts ;: and at 
^othcfs, her religious ancj infuperabie: Re- 
t iblutioa to enter into Rdigjion,, he thoui^t 

. . ' ' *- it 
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* it necefl^9 for die Nbtichionds to encieaib 
^ * her Severity •, to try if Dclpair.miglit no( 

^ efieft what had v^y been attemj^iki 
^ by.Suggeftiom and Admonitioni. She wa& 

* deprived of her Jewels^ ,nb longer fuf, 
*fercd to vifit her Relations, which had 

* hitherto been allowed her in Company 
•widi the Marchionefe^ afd^. p»rimttedtt> 

* gp to Church, only, in the Marquis's Coach,. 

* attoided by an old Woman,. wIkt was a 

* vigilant Guard ^ fuflfcrcd none to ap- 
^proach her. * '. ' ^ ; ^ - \ y 

*Don Pe^a & Paiilbs^ thtoat Rw 
•with his Uncle the Diike D* Offlma^ Attt^^ 
^ baflador from S^patHy had dten feen h^ 

* at her Devotions, and remarked the Vigi- 
Mllance of her A:gas. As he was deeply m:. 
^r Love with the Countefi, he ^akh^ for zi^ 

* Opportunity to flip a Billet into her Hand^ 

* which might acquaint her with his Paflion j* 

* but finding it vairi, he em^doyed two of the^ 

* Duke D* Ojfum^s Servants^ whemi he could' 

* entruft, to execute the following. Erqjcftw • 

* They were to watch the coming of the N^r- 
^ qub's Coach to Chnrch, and while the 

* Countefi and her Guardian were at their Dc- 

* votions, to take qMl.\the Idncb-pin of one of 
•the hind Wheels 5 afterwards, when the 
' Coach was returning home,, one of them. 

* wtthottt his Livery, ©n the Side where the 
^^ old Woman latej^ was to call to the Coach- 

♦man^ 
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* mini ahd atfv^rc^ hM*i of the Bteigesr^ 
^ and'iiie bdmi oit ^ Kde of the QmimIs, 

* to w^tPli s^ Q^portmity^ ilA ^ Duk^Li- 

* wry that flie mi^t knpifr Jiim agak^ to ffip 

« . .- 1 - ) . . ' , 

» . . . . t ^1 . . . J ' J L 

I Heme often had the thrum' t/t. Jem yvf, a A 

O^trm^ fqm^ P«K«>i vithk^ has m4»* 
jm/f HoftiHi^^ ¥fmb pendent oa. the h^-, 

JMiiM «P<iJ (* ff>oJ^ Grafts vihifk gave. 4^ 
^^ ani.vnnM h wifffr^ ^ yfiVf MJenH^- 
enliU a(^i Ji^mtmtfl^ve^ajv/kldea^ 

vUUk Jmkmeift nimt. «*t pfX M(a^, 
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^'TKe Servantt eKemittd their Cdnimiflfen 
^ with- great %cdef0) wbilethe old Woman, 

* alavmed ac ^die flopping cf the C<!aoh, ap- 

* piehenfi^frf-ibmeJDeflgnfUpon hepChtr^^ 

* iMktdi out on one Side, and afiosd^ tnc 
*• RwafeniTthrSerwintvin fiivcry, on the ochcTt 

* gtv^retbe JLetoer mBi^iia Muffia^ who rc« 

* oeivod' aiid^' put it iti her Bofbm, takiog 
^pardoaiar K^dce of the Livery^ which 
^' flie knew befon^cd: to the Spanijb AiribafiSi-' 

* dop*. 

^ Xhet:;dac^tna» get a new Kn^ Ssmmi 
•• the Whetl,, amd they^ retiu^ed hom«, with-* 
*" oorthe dd^ Woman's' having die 1^ Suf- 
' pkion of any Defign. 

* As Hqow asan Opportunity was- allowoJ 
^er, fhe read' the Letoer, and' conclody^' 
'that D^tt Pedta was chs Gentleman whom' 

* Ihe had obferved fix his Eyes opoa her at' 
^ Chuf ch, and to whofe Peribn flie was far 
' hj&m mailing anry Objeftbn, if He was butf 
^ a I!&&n of (^attty. To team this wasaDtf* 

* Bculfy (he knew ndt how to- fumuDMHf ; 
^ for fte durd m>t enquire of any aboQt her*^ 

- ^ and (he was pernotcced to receive not VslifiSy 

^ bat in the Ptfe&ncor c^ the Marchlonfifi. ' 

^ Afcer f^me Tune coniidering;^ file hit 

^ upon a Mtahod which an^iwered her HopQi. 

^ Whea the Servants^ aft^r Dinnetr vAir« ^tf 

* out) ^ndi nobody ift die Room withi hcf 
^ but die Marquis and his Lady; (he^afced 

' the 
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the former if he knew Don Pei^o dePa^ 
tiUoSf and who he w^? The Mftrq[uis 
wa^ ftartled at her Qoeftions, and enquired 
why (he made them j Ihe anlwered with a 
Smije, fatisfy my CurioHty, and I will 
give you my ReaTon, which perhaps nfty^ 
uirprize you. Dm Pedroy replied the Mar- 
quis, is Nephew to the Duke D^OJfuWj 
the Spanijh Ambaflfador -, a moft di^lute * 
Wretch, a Scandal to his Family, and now 
on his Travels. He gave him this vile Cha- • 
rader with fuch a viTible Agitation, and 
fuch a troubled Countenanee, that Doniar 
^ Maria^ now paft fifteen, whofegood Senfe 

* was not inferior to her Beauty, cafily per- 
*'cdyed his Apjprehenfions had blacken'd 

•^ Don P^ir(?'s Reputation; and thence coiftjjl^ 

* eluded him the Rcvcrfe of what her Guar* 
*. dianipoke him, * 

* Pray, faid the Marquis, how did you 

* learn the Name of this young Nobleman,' 

* and. why do you enquire after him? Satisfy* 

* yourfdf (anfweraj th? Countefi. df^bano^"^ 
\ giving him Bon Pedr(^^ Letter) by readiiig? 
•^ this romantic Stuff which \ found in one 

* of .my dreffing Boxes 5 how it was ccm- 

* yeyed thither 1 can't fay, but. am of O- 
^.pinion it was not by Meansfupernatural,' 
^ without . that profligate Wretch^ Don ffe-^ 
^ dkpy is wicked enough to deal with the 
♦Dcyil, i . ;> .t.. i 

: *WhUc 
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* While the M^utjuis read the Letter, the 
Counteis J^Jlbano d>ferved his Countenance, 
which, often chan^ng, gave mani&ft 
Signs of an inward Perplexity. He en^ 
dcavoured to conceal his Emotion, gave 
the I etter to his Lady for, her Peru61, and 
after'' a Silence of fome few Minutes, faid ^ 
my dear Donia Maria^ I can't but admire 
and applaud your Prudence in this Proce« 
dure. My Lord> replied (he, I was not 
io young at my Father's Death , but , I 
very well remember he commanded me tQ 
look upon, and obey you as my Parent* 
His laft Words are ftill deeply imprefi'd 
in my Memory j and as I never yc^have 
fwerved from his Comniand, {o I will ever 
make you privy to, and be guided by youc 
greatly fuperbr Judgment in all that re, 
gards my Intereft, which I am fatisficd, 
fix>m the celebrated and long Friendlhip be? 
twcen yourfclf and my. Father, you fint 
cercly have at Heart, and by your Ycarjj 

* and Experience can better judge of. , 

^ I am, faid the M4r(;Iuonefs, both char^ 

* med and furprized to find your Beauty ri-j 

* vailed by your good Senfc- You malce 4 

* right Judgment of the Marquis ; he can-j 

* not have a more tender AfifcHon for Wa^ 

* own Children, or a more difintcrefted Cooj 

* ccm for their WcUfare, th^ he. has /or 

* that of his beloved Dma Maria : . And b; 

* licVc 
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^ We^ me, my dfear Child , I ftxall net* receive 

* Icfs Satisfeftion to fecyourMSippinefs fecured.^ | 

* The C^unt de Paruta, a. noble Venetian^ \ 
*" Whofc AflBlirs had brought him to RomCy 
•^ comUig in to pay a Vifit to the Marqqis^ 
^ prevented the young 1 ady from majdng a, * 

* Ittoly. She and the Mirchioncfe withdrew^ 
^ ana the latter propofing it, they went intq 

* die Garden, where, after Orcflcs on the, 

* one Hand mixed with Proteftations of Af- 
•^ fisftibn and Eflteem, and gfatrful Acknow- 

* ledgments on the other, had taken up. 

* feme of their Time, the Marchionefs prp- 

* cecdcd to Advice, blended widi the rooft 

* frightful Charafter of the hcentious Nobi-; 

* Uty J on which Subjeft, as Ihc was animat- , 
•"edby her Intereft, fhe was very florid andf ' 

* very warm, though flie excufed the Scveri- 

* ty of feme Ekprefllonsi by faying, they had 

* elcaped her, a$ the Concern me had for 

* lUmia jMbrta would not permit her to bq 

* fitltOgether upon her Guard. But not a 

* Word, rjot a Gefture,, not a Diverfity of 

* Tbhe efcaped the wary and penetrating 

* young Lady, who feemingly g^vc Credit to,^ 
^ and appeared terrified with the K(9tires fhe^ 

* had drawn of a|} the young Noblemen in^ an^ 
^'diwLtRome^ but efpecially widi theFaindng 

* ffie had finifhied of Don Pedro, 
> Tbey paft fhe Afternpon in. tiif! Garden,^ 

^ an^,^hch the Evening came on, Tcmmcdto 

* the 
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« vfith die la^piaemon ;&? fliKiewd toielf 

* flie lifld 'made * OQ Dmia Mm4a 1 4n^ tliis 
^ kMsr M grwdy ^es&d with lattyitig di^ 

* ledge dt Boa jP^M^'i Qyglity, for ^h0in 

* fte kid eocwtaiiiid ^fa^oUf^e $6i!itiiM8tst| 

* whkh had fiiifen^. no jPft^t^ioe firo8i:the 
^ Cha|aAer ghren^ of hkn. 

^ After Simper, tke bjltrqui^^^ 
VDUcouifeiviih the Prudence >aiid HSn^ Senfe 

* ef Z>0IM Miritf> v(phich< he g9eai}y-«xtoU«d, 
' fdUpon the CharaAer of DonF^^ luid 
^ ipeke hign <^ Mta hm^o weald hdSmt^ at 
VBOChing, Rape, M^fdeForSacn}^*lO|g^l- 
^ ^fy his PaOions. That -bk Uncle theJPttbe 
^jyQ0una was lb fond of hiflp) he 

* <ivoald Mieve nothing to^ his Di£id^«nfi^ge ; 

* md diat Don P^^^ had i^e Arotadave 
^'>away all who came to-joomplmn io the 

/ Dake of' injuries fuftained by iiUIirggok* 

^xities, ormoreprcyperlyEnorinitics^vfaftving 

/^ his Excelleecy's Servants pa ibis.omi 

^ Pay ; therefore tmy dear J^onia Mmut^ 

^ fsid he, as I know the Violence -of this 

* yoang Noblenaan's Teo^per, I jut^gp n 
^ much more pradent to .prevent a Mifc^hief 

* d^an fo ri^ue it, from an Opinionf of aii^er 

* our Power or Inteieft. This Don BiJroi^ 

* a Man c^ble^ even in d^ v£aoeof the 

*-Sun, 
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Suft, ixA of this gpit City, to attempt the 
carrying you c^ with a Troopof Braves. 
* It is certain, added • die Marchionels, 
that his Charafber fpeaksf him a Defperato \ 
and wer^ I to ad vife the Countefi D* Aibaw^ 
it fhcnildbe to retire to a MotiaAery, ^till 
DctfiP^^^has left Rme^ or^dll her Sedi- 
rity is provided for. It was, replied the 
Marquis, my very Thoughts*, but, 'fiid 
jy&ma Maria^ my abiblute AverHon ; your 
Care magnifies the Danger. Men, where 
they meet with no Encouragement, Iboh 
cool in their Purfoit, and the Laws are too 
ftvere for Don Feiro to dare an Attemjjt 
of Violence upon a young Lady of my 
Rank and Fortune. What ha^fe I to fear? 
Aro not your Prudence, my Lord, and yoiir 
Lady's Example fuffiqetit to inform me 
how ' I ouglit to behave, though my owh 
Age may not be fiifficient to ahftver for my 
Condudi ? I fee no Reafon for my being 
made a Priibner, becaufe Don Pedro*s2L 
Libertine. Confine the Guilty not the In- 
nocent : The Laws are fufficient for my 
Proteftion ; and, had I thought that my 
Imprifonment would have been the £iFect 
of my (hewing you his Letter, I would have 
trailed to their Power, rather than have 
cntrufted you with the Secret, 
^ She fpoke this with ib vifible an EmOr 
tion, that it fomewhat difconcericd bojtlj 
the Marquis and his Lady. * lyly 
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* My Dear, fidd the former, if our Care 
for you makes us confider on the moft fxtv 
•per Means for your Security, tho* they are 
.fcich' as you may not relijh, for Want of 
having duly weighed both them and your 
own Danger,it olight not to warrti yoii into 
a Refentment. Since you are fo avme to a 
€<»ivent, we muft think on foine other Me- 
tiiod to ddiver you from the Importunity 6[ 
this dangerous Spamardi I can foe n0A% 
slAlwered • the Marchionefi, {6 effofhial, as 
that proi)oied ; and I don't doubt the young 
Gbuntefi being of our Opinion, when Ihc 
has confulted her Pillow. 

* I am pretty fure, replied DoniaMmayho 
Dange^ will induce me to ieek Refoge in a 
Convent. And taifing up, die Marquis called 
for Lights. They parted very civily, as Peo- 
ple well bred do, though very littic fatisfied 
with <each other. A ftrangcf Servant-maici 
carried a couple of Candles before her to her 
Oiamber, which was opened by an old 
Gentlewoman, alfo unknown to ' Aferia, 

who fay ing to the Servant, (he Ihould fee tKe . 

Lady in^Bed, fent her away. gr 

* The Countefs D* Jlbdno was forprized, 
but not difpleafedtd find her former Gover- 
nante gone^ and was going to afk for her, 
when this new Guard, making a low Cour- 
tcfy, faidj Madam, Ihavc the Honour to 

- . * be 
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'^kf^ mg^^^d by lU Muqph <0f ttfarl>you 
/.iai&iPJ»epf her, who ^w:A8 iui|icdpd ef 

* having. conv^^^ JjMnruMD jrow drelfing 

* BoKi I.(^treat 9^Qur Xadyijup not to be a- 
. * 4arfXMid at'^dns iudden Change in your Ho- 
/* meftic^i fer^vhatevor TcwdemelB yea had 
/ for'|w.Prcdece0ar> ^e4^d a<^;liaTe ac- 
/rqiwed that H^|{^iii€& mrkh gnatar 'Obfer- 

* vance^ .oT' more Zeal to ppevent. even your 
J^ Wiihes, than you ihal) experience in me, 
^' wbOf thou^ esg^iged to 'be a Sf^ upon 
>-your A6tioQS, ^ devote myielf intirely to 
[ ^; your Seryice. She here. nwie a low- Cour- 

* tefy, cappefting aa Anlwer. 

^ The Co^d^^ who.iufpe&ed thiis Deck- 

^ ration 4X) be a Finefle, fwi, the removing 

^ or continuiipg the .Peidbn ^who was \^ a- 

Vbout her, was a flatter ^ gre^t In^ifie* 

^ irence ; that ihe bad no Secret, ^ con&q^ent- 

'^ ly waited no Con&dante ; rand irha^t;, r^ the 

. ^ Peribn difcankd had been guiJty of the 

^JndifcretioaJUid-toherChafge, Ihe deferred 

* to be So. <If Ihe was guilty, Madani, 
. * did you know Don Ptdro^ you rWouM 

* for^ve her, replied the inew Govemante •, 

* for certjuj^ly there is not in ail the Patri- 

* mony - of St jPf/^r fy compleat -a Cava- 

* lier, whether you examine his Perlpn, 

* the Sweetnefs.of bis Temper, the Ad- 

* vantage he has made of a polite Educa- 

* tion, his Morals, or" that univcrfal 'Cha- 

* rader 
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^ rsi&cr which his good Senfe and pnident 

* Conduct h^TC acquired him. 

* The , Marquis, anfwered the Countels, 
fhas given xxie a Pi&iire of him, wUch 
{ make$ a quite different Figure ; but which 
*i>f you does hira Juilice,.i$ not worth 
' Enquiry. Saying this, fhe £it ddwn to her 

* TpUetr ind prcpariBd for Bed. Her new 
^ Attendant was going to juftify Don JPedro, 
' but (he . impofed her Silence. 
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Continuation af the. Story of the Coun^ 
tefs D' Albanp and Uon Pedro dc Pa* 
. tillos. 
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T'HE next Morning, .loon as the 
. Day appeared, 4h* wrote a State of 
her Cafe, and the Following Letter, put 
bot^ i^tx) a Coyer^ and concealed them in 
her Bofom. 



I i ' 



Tt? T>on PbdRo de Patillos. 

t*T^ HE Cruelty I have experienced^ and a Ds^ 

' * Jip^ ^f forcing rne infd a Mbnafity^ to get 

• Po§^(m, of< fny Eftate^ will not aUew nsy dif^ 

^/emiiing the Sentiments I have... Jamwt ig^ 

D norant 
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fiorant ^ ytm Chdra^r^ and Aer^ire ttelM 
bf/tate in declaring^ tbdtj tf jftm tan ^ftni 
jibans i9 JeHver nte ffcm my frejeni Omjme^ 
inem, I ^ lyifA myfelf happy hrWngibe 
fFffe vf DcnVoixo. mtbibis, ^ouhtn^t^i 



'Cnmiefs WAl^jmo. 
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Having finifhed her Writing, flic return- 
ea to ncu, wuciciDC nact not long ocen, 
before her new Servants xame in. Being 
drefled^ flie went down to Breakfaft with the 
Marquis . and his Lady, and with the la^tter 
went to Church. The Gountcfsprefcntly foicd 
the Servttnt vtrho bad>^iiren her iDon l^^'s 
letter, and as flie returned after Mafi to' the 
Coach, the j^ellow being pretty clois to her 
in tlw Croud, put' ^r f^and behhui with 
the Papers, and the FiUow^ who watched 
ber every Modon, had a lucky Oppoctuidt^ 
to tak^ and k^ tS with them unpercfavod. • 

I won't pretend to defcribe lo/yoii itbe 
TranlportS of Don Tedro^ on reading this 
Letter. He hugged the Servant, called him 
his good Genius, and clapped a Purie of 
Gold into his Hand, with which^ ^ |>offib}e, 
the Man wffi to the full as w^ pl^d, as 
with the Ourefics of a ND|:>leni w ; and it w|s 
as convincing a Pxopf •Qo him,, that lie h^ 

per- 
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iperfbfiMd a ^gmte&I Sefvlce, faaviort; afbe 
wards jsad die CzStDtmia Maria had drav/ 
.up and encbfed, fhocked widi the Ingrat 
tode aad Villany of the MarqoiS) he thougl 
ithe beft Method would . be to conlult fon 
able Lawyer ; though hb firft Oire was 1 
-pseKrent'the . Da^r which menaced his b 
ioired'Coontels. 

The Duke If 0£ana being retunKd froi 
rthe CardinalNephew,whefe he had been Di 
.Fedr$ watted on :his Excellency, aoquaintir 
him *with his Fklfion for Doma Maria^ gai 
hhn the State of her Cafe drawn by hetfe] 
.and^when he had read it, entreated his £xc< 
•lency to advife him in what Method J 
judged it pn>per to proceed. 

Kephew, faid die Duke, I congntula 
your .good i^jortune; but muft tell you, th 
it behoves Ikm Pddr£ to be more dicumipe 
how he -peoceeds, than anodier, as it m; 
refleft upon tt^e Honour of the King, n 
' Matter, fhould.he do any Thing in Yiolatic 
c£ the. Laws, as it may be iuppc^ that y< 
was tencour^ed to it, by depending ( 
-my Protection, which T could not aSbr 
.let what would prove the Confequence, as 
.cfteem the Honour of my Mailer, beyor 
-even my own Life, I will' fend to Sem 
Ltantino immediately, he is the moft cd 
brated Advpcate in Rome^ andaikhis A 

Da vi 
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i vxc^ what can be done to redrefs the injured 

Counted, and crown your Happine& 

The Duke fent without L^jls of Time, and 
Semor Leontino accompanied the Meflenger 
back ; Don Pedro interpreted this Diipatch 
as an happy Onien. 

The Duke, gave the Advocate the Cafe 
which the Countels herfelf had drawn up,and 
afterwards her Letter to Don Pedro. Senior 
Leontino advifed the Duke to make a Vifit to 
the Governor of jR^x»^,adding that he would 
wait on him thither ; and when he had Iain 
before him. the Hardfliips under which the 
Counteis laboured, he was alTured, as^ it was 
his Duty, that he would fend for the Mar- 
quis and the Counteis; take the latter into 
his Protection, and appoint a Day to hear 
the Complaints of the one, and the Juftifica- 
tion of the other. The Advice was agreea- 
ble to both, the Duke and Don Pedro. They 
znd Senior Leontino inftantly ipok Coach and 
drove to the Governor's Palace : He wa$ 
luckily at home, but the Marquis was then 
with him, who, hearing that the Duke D* Of- 
Jimay Don Pedro and Senior Leontino^ the Ad- 
vocate, were come to wait on the Governor, 
as the Guilty are ever fufpicious, imaged 
•the Countefi U jilbanc^^ Affairs had occafio- 
r*ed this Vifit, though hrhad not the leaft 
-Notion of her having given any Anfwer to 
the Letter^ 

Being 
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Being very intimate with the Governor,^ 
he would Hep into another Room, and wait 
the Duke's Departure ; which he inftantly 
did, and the other went to receive his Ex- 
cellency. The firft Compliments over. Se- 
nior Leontino acquainted the Governor with 
the Caufe of their waiting on him ; and 
having very eloquently lain down the former- 
narrow Circumftances of the Marquis; the 
unporallclled Friendlhip of the Count j the 
generous Truft repofed in him by that Noble- 
man ; the great Obligadons he was under to 
difcharge tliat Truft with the utmoft Grati- 
tude and Probity ; he then (hewed, that the 
Marquis had aded diametrically contrary to 
his Friend's Confidence, all Principles of 
Gradtude, Honour and Juftice; and con- 
cluded, with defiring the Governor to grant 
the Countefi his Protection ; to fend for her 
from the Houfe of* the Marquis, fummon 
him to inlwcr the Charge which he, the Ad- 
vocate, Ihould lay againft him, and ap- 
point a Day to hca^ the Parues by their re- 
fpe6Hve Advocates. 

The Governor very much furprized at 
this Difcourfe of Leontino^ replied, I ever 
looked upon that Nobleman as a Pat- 
tern of Honour, Juftice and Gratitude, It 
is tme, his Fortune from his Father was not 
anfwerable to either his Birth or Merit ; and 
I believe all Rme rgoiced tp fee his Virtues 

D 3 re- , 
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rewarded^by die defceming Count ITjSimo^ 
who had long proved theni» or. would neU 
their have left him equal with his Dau^ter, 
nor her under his abfolute PowmV: as he ha9 
•done^ 'dU either , (if called, to a rdi^^ 
^ous Life) ihe took the Veil^ or fliarned 
with the Apptobation of the ManqiM. 
I cannot diipute the Will of the Dead, which 
muib be litteraUy complied with ^ therefore 
cannet take the Countefe out of hiil HaiidH 
to whom her Fadier hat oommitted her \ 
but if you will aoqeaint niC|» who it is thai 
brings this Chaise againil the Nbf^», I 
will write that Noblcnian a Letteii ; appoint} 
a Day for Hearings and^ am iati^d, if 
will, contribute as^ much to his Hduour, as ta 
the Conftifion of hif Aceufer.. MjH hxxtA^ 
iaicl Don Pedra^, I am tfeat Accufcr, and 
vili ilake my LHe to maka good my? Accu*> 
fation. Don P^rfn?,. firid the Goveraji^, may^ 
be mifinformed'-,. I believe andh^ he i^» 
however I will fend to thcManjius* an^-apir 
point Senm LmnUnOy acMrefiing himielf lor 
the Advocate, the Day after to*Nft?Freiw t» 
hear both Parties; On t^iis Anfw^ the Dtike 
and his Company tdok theik" Leavet^ 

On the Governor's Return from c6mpli<^ 
menting his Excellency^ he found the Mar- 
i}uis in the Room./ My, Friend; iaid he^ £ 

Ihall furprizse yciu, when~-- YOu may,. 

replied the. Marqai£> ipace yoor&If tipt^Trw** 

blc 
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fole d; lelfiog mc. the Caufe of tbe Duke*^ 
.ViGt. lo^heard all, and Asdl not fail, oa 
^ Day you have fet, appearing^ to make 
januifelt the MaUce,of this Calumny \ which 
X nxiift owm. notwithAandii^ the apparent 
rJPaifity^ givcs^me fome Emotion; but I hope 
the.Evidence-of tho Countels herlelf will ju« 
.ftsfy ncie ia your Opmion» and that in the 
Ifiteidm it wiUt niakc no Iniprefllon on you to 

Xhe Goye]|K>r tcdd him, it would be a 
very di^lcaalt tidatter to make hinx alter tl^e 
Opinion he bad lofig enteitained of his Ho- 
nour and Probity » 

ThfDNI^uis took his Leave, andceturned 

home, ^t^ted widi a thouiand uneafy 

Thought^. Aiter Supper he aflced the Coun- 

, tefi, if (he had heard any more of Don Pe^ 

-dnf^ 9hf; ai>fwerM>. nq *, and that (he fup- 

: pufedy hi3. Pmd^ee ia changing her Ser* 

vafHsi, had def/ived him. of the Canal, by 

, wlucji.he had conveyed his romandc Epiftle : 

-.N^, mp}ie4 the: Maquis,, his i^ftle is leis 

roipiaiiitic. tjlaa. hts P£0(:jedura He has (et 

^lamkM up for yoiiir Guardian \ was this Day 

• wifli the Governor of Rpm^ * and by the 

« Moiflth. oi the Advocate Leonfimy inveighed 

. agsinfttne, as£^ ungrateful uii&ithful Friend, 

- mi mnjiift and ^ cruel Guaidian ; infilled on 

f your bring takm from uinJer ugy Care^ and 

-that l.fhml^ be ftimmc^ved to- aafwer the 

D 4 " ' " Charge 
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Charge Ke Had to lay againft me on'yoiif 
Behalf. And by whbfe Authority? An- 
fwered the Countefi. That we (hall know, 
replied he, the Day after to Morrow. What 
Infolence! cried theCountefe; I hope, my:. 
Lord, I ihall be prefent, fince no one is to 
proper to confound mf Guardian, foch Don 
Pedro fets up for, you fay, and to convince 
him, that I am not- to be treated like an 
Infg,n|:.. I hope top^ my Lord, the Governor 
'will db you Juffice, and think my Evidence 
of fomc Weight. Here the Marchionefi 
came in ; (he had-fupped abroad. 

The Marquis, whpfe Thoughts had beai 
confufed^ did not take what the Countefs 
had faid, in the Senfe Ihe meant it; but 
rnfwered, that he doubted neither her Pru- 
dcnce nor AflfedUon : to which (he replied, 
that for the former (he would anfwerNo- 
thirig ; but for the latter, he might aflfure 

' himfclf, it was unalterable. After haying 
made her Compliments to the Marchidnefs, 
(he withdrew to her Bed-Chamber, thorough- 
ly fatisfied with the Conduft cf Don Pedro. 

The Marquis acquainted his Lady with what 
had paflfed j turning the Afiair into a Je(l ; 
but (he very gravely anfwered, that in her 
Opinion, it was a Matter of the greateft Con- 
fequence ; for (he could not fuppofe Don Pe^ 
dro would have taken ftich- a Step, if not by 

' the Inftigation of fome R,elatiom of the Coun- 

tefs. 
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ttfs^ wha had their pardcular Interefb in 
View, by getting her out of his Hands ; and 
who had pofllbly already made Terms ta 
iparry her to Don Pedro^ knowing the Ince« 
reft the Duke his Uncle had with bis Holi-* 
nels : That^ if (he did not conceive it ifin^ 
poifible for the Counteis to correipond with 
any body, withour her Knowledge,- (he Ibould. 
lufpect her of the Party, and look upon that. 
Frankneis, with which fhe imparted to than. 
Don Pedr(f% Letter, as Duft thrown in their 
Eyes to blind them to her Intrigues. You 
heard, fiud the Marquis, the Proteftadon of 
unalterable Afiedtion which ihe made me. 
That awakens my Sufpicion, repliecl his La- 
dy i we know how we have ufed her. Con^ 
fider what you have at Stake, and take my 
Advice, remove Don Pedro^ and you'll lay 
the Ax to the Root. The Conlpfrators, who- 
ever they are, will lofe the Protection of tli© 
Duke ; your Accuier being taken of}} pre- 
vents an Enquiry into your Condufl, and a 
Scrutiny into the Management of your Pu- 
pil's Eftare; and, if (he is in the Plot, though 
1 think it next to impoffible, her Hopes arc 
entirely blafted. The Marquis faid, it was a 
Method fo bafe, he could never confcnt to 
it, though it were the Means of his Safety. 
How inconiiftent, faid flic, are you with your 
fclf? You hefitate ataneceflary Murder, and 
yet dcfigncd that of your Friend's Daughter! 

D 5 . How 
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Howt retorted the Marquis; I n^r once 
entertained the Thought. What, feid ihe 
ILady, iar the Defign of forcing her Jnt<y a 
Wpnaftry, but tiiat of the vtofft rf Murdcp*, 
ar Kving DeaA* ? You ifiuft t^e your Choieev 
Don 'Fedro muftdie, or y6u becotered y4th 
l&ifiimy, and perhaps be^rM, vrtiieh isf 
niH worfe. BF you vrant Courage for ydiir 
Prefervation, I dbnot: I knowaBra^^, #he^ 
•with his Conipanions, will fign Don JW^i 
Pafl^ort for Heaven, and your (^jictijs e» 
Earth, before t!ie Day appointed for yiettf^ 
Appearance. 

The Mapqms-, who now few tlfe TS^tif^ 
of having his Conduc); dxaminedj and At 
fetal Confequenccs' which might attend k, 
took his Lady^s Advice/ with Direftions to^ 
tlie Bravo, who was naarried to a fernier $er^ 
vant of hers. 

* The next Memhig vei^y early, the A&r- 
quis went to the Bravo's Hbufe. He was- not 
up, but his Wife opcnedN the Door, and 
Called her Hufband.. The Nfef quis told him^ 
that he wanted Don Piprfr^ difpatched bcfora 
the next Day. The Bravo afltcd, in what 
Don Pedro had injured hitn ? I fuppofej re- 
J)lied he, that is Nothing ta the Purpofe, if 
I pay you your Price. How, Sir! cried^ tb^ 
Bravo J do you take me fop a M&ft witfioul 
cither Honour or Confcience? No, Sr, ^ he 
has not del'ervcd eo die J and if Fgffi nei^ft 

far 
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ivfadsfiedoC tfiis^ as to hi ve Nethiog frean 
mf Conicicnee to repEoack mc for having 
palled. &k Sentence V all thtf Gold you aifs 
Maftarof, wUl not brabemei Iba^ea ten- 
4kr R^affd for Jnftice ^ buf IkHig a Jud^ 
«£ ^lEsor comes under dial; Defisumcm^ af^woV 
aft an £»cutianQr oF ie, I am te^y cautioi^ 
4if having innocent BiGViKd: ta ac^owfi for-: 
Theise is another Worlds Sifty after this. The 
'Ma«qu» had much ado to koep \m Courih 
mnance. Siiv &id he,, won^e yoa take ^ my 
'Wbrd, diae — — »-Sh-» repfocj^ tiie Bravo^ 
intemipting hina. once nooie, \ wil|v take n^ 
Man's W^ : Here is a Liler ii:i« QjjeftioiH 
and I mnft bs fadsfed in m;^ ConfGirace,that 
the Cmme. mctdcs Deuth. Well^ laid thp 
-Maiquis^ if it muft be fo^ ( wUl lay the 
9(Site o^ the Cafe bef<»9e yoi^;^ wkijch having^ 
-done, he afked tfac K'^o's Opinion. Sii\ 
angered he, 1 have not let a Word elcapc 
-Rie. I find this Don Pedro^ wicbout pf eTious 
li^l^ry c^red by: you, endeavours to (lab 
Y^t'Bjspsxmo^ ^hich is de^er to a Man 
« Honour^ dion Lifct *, cofil^enily be in^- 
liends a Uadc Murder, which kills beyond • 
due &ravey if I may ufe the KxprefHon, and 
is more horrid^ than ^p Puniihment which 
he I^ys youvunder a N^ceffity of infliding : 
Self-Prefcrvation is die firft Law of Nature ; 
befid^ps. Sir, L obferve he is a bufy-body^ 
vmeddling ym^ qthor People's fy^xs^ which 

D 6 * no 
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no way concern him -, and it would be wdl 
for the World, if all fuch wctc thruft out of 
it. On the whole, I am of Opinion he 
ought not to live long enongh to perpetrate 
his defigned Mifchief. There is my Hand, 
he ihall be Worms Meat before the Time. 
How does he go attended ; and where is he 
to be met with at Night ? He has, aniwered 
the Marquis, commonly three Servants with 
him, and he frequents all the Afiemblies, 
Balls, Operas and Concerts : He m^kes one 
at all Entertainments. We fliall have him, 
anfwered the , Bravo, this Night at the 
Countcfi Fenicia^Sj where moft of theQuar 
lity meet, to hear a private Rehcarfal oT a 
new Opera ; we will dog him thence, and 
give youa good Account of hihi by to-Mor* 
row before this Time. I muft take three 
Companions with me; and they will expedk 
two hundred Crowns a Man. You know> 
Sir, in Engagements of this Nature, the Mo- 
ney is always paid before hand. But fuppofe 
the Bttfinefe is not done, laid the Nferquis^ 
Sir, replied the other, you have to deal with 
Men of Honour j you might have been con- 
vinced of it, by my notafking who you are i 
and taking your Story under feigned Names, 
as you own you told it* Leave me nine hun- 
dred Crowns ; if the Bufinefs is not; done, 
you may to-M<5rrow, at this- Time c^H, and 
i ave your Money returned^ except any onic 

of 
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of us is.killcd or wounded ^ in fuch Cafe the 
Share of the dead Man is 'dedufted for his 
Widows or die Money for his Cure, as if 
we had (ucceeded ; and double the Su^geon^s 
Bill for Smart Monc^; Thofe who come off 
unhurt, truft to the Gcnerbfity pf the Tatron 
for thdr loft Time. 

Before you can be dreffed,' rcriied the Mar- 
quis, . I willlje here with the Nioncy. He left 
the Bravo, kept hisWord,and retumcd'home 
to give the Marchionefs an Account of his 
Ne^tiarion, which allayed her Fears. 

The Bravo*s Wife, who had let in the 
Marquis, knowing him, was curious to learn 
what Bt^efi he had with her Hufhand at 
fudi an early Hour; and liftning at the 
Door, heard every Word that oaffed. 

This Woman's Kinfman, whole Motfier 
had twrou^t her up, on the Death of her Pa* 
rents, happened at that Time not only to 
be Valet to Don Ped^o^ but his Favourite, to 
whom he had been an indulgent and gene- 
rous Mafter. She feared the Ruin of her 
"Coufin's Fortune, which he expeflted to make 
under Don Pidro s and in Gratitude for his 
Mother, her Aunt's Care^ in her Infancy, 
on her Hu{band*s ^oing out, ran to this 
Kinfman, and acquainted him with ' what 
Ihe had heard. He begged fhe would ftay 
and fpfeak to his Mafter, who was then a- 
fleep i but the Valet made no Ceremony ip 
: waking 
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tBan, Sir^ jfQur Ilife*^ iaxtaiger, mir iwf, 
and Wrougjil: in tbe.Wbmait She cawcif- 

Ksdra?s I^romife. never to: Itr it be I&owtt 
wKenoB He Had his Ihtetii^cace; reewntfcd 
"VV^ fir Wors^.M^atlhe nad Iteartf v wfd, 
without fiayfcg ^or aft AnlWer, madb the 
brft of tier ^y home.: whete, (he Had 
the good Fortune tb* be before BcrHfasltend*; 
who did nof lulpeft her havdiig^ been ^noad, 
^ihc was undreJsTd' aggun; anrf emptefM 
m her Hbufhold Afiaits. . Hfe gpr«r her Mo- 
nejf 5. told her three FH«id& were. tO' <fiiie 
with him j'Or^Jer'd a handibme Dinner^ istid^ 
ed they, had private Bh&iefs, and'fhe might 
when* Dinner was upDn^Table amtdie Wmt 
fet by thcna^ g^ and vifit a JPVienrf r they 
ffiogJd want no £M:ther ' Attendance. Hav- 
ing comply-'d' with thfefc Ofders, the three 
Bravoa being corae^ the Broner and every 
Thing ready accopding^td his EJirecSions, flie 
went to gwre her'Kinfinan an"Ai%oanr of 
the Whole. 

pan Petko had been with the iDldte in his 
.Apartment, who having, heard the Difco* 
very made to his Nephew by the Bravo'^ 
Wifcy fufpeded the Governor's Fricndlhip 
to the Marquis would make him paftiaJ ; 
and therefore inffead of applying to him a 
ficond Time, ^ refolved to go ftrair to* die 

Vatican^ 
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Viifkmt^ send ilfimnd « Jbaiimkci of* htt> 

As- Ms* Eiuriknef ivBf gcffi^ doiMi Sta^ 
dieBt«^*^*Wffa came ki» the KfaH. Am 
J^^ whih knew the Wommi tt^kfc tte 
l>ifefff aiKf he. tjitmiii^ back €«ki«d M 
te bmbrto'kim^ Site lepMMl Jhrlnftfl- 
nMiM before gh«fr m ]Dm* ^^ 
ad^cmaf GtciHaftance d rile thne Bbsmt 
bting Aei^ in her HcNde at ENiiMr wnb-her 

versi Semam ie> (sMerte aft wba ftDnhl 
Cdine <Ni€ of 4im Nbufe; fe as: w knmv 
them ^tffin i gawr tfae 'Wemzw ^ Fiifecf 
GoM, and Unl kca^ gp vifitf Jomie/Rnend' «f 
her HbrtiM^^ AeqMiiftancev. to pmieiic faer 
being fi^pefted. His ExceHeney tben went 
Kyfhe Wiikan^ flritedl andobisuiied an iw- 
dkfmeefKvftMm&r, wkD equalJ^tepri 
zed and thbck^d aft the Didle^s ilccount: of 
the deTij^d TiOmtf^ wmM himiSUf^ s^e 
OkdiM- M Ae Capiaki^ oi tfa« Gmaids^ * 

Every Thing being agreed aaoiH Dcm 
FeA^^ fbflTiewhar before the Di^ o£ the 
Evening, diiew to dke Cdttoief^ FMr^tifl^^ b»' 
fofe whofe Boer were two of the Biiim& 
kettm%\f m eameft VAkem^^ and a Sertant 
^ the Doke^at a* little D(Hbmce^wti0 had 
fellbwedi Miem. ftofd' the ttmft where tAey 

of 
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of them drawing near to the Coacbman, 
iaid» this is a fine Equipage ; is it permit- 
ted toBsk whom it belongs to Mtbelpng^i, 
repfied . one.of the J^ackeys^ who^ knew the 
Reaibn. x£ fht QicAipn^ to Pon Pe^o di 
PuHMy Nephew to the Sfonilh Ap^ba^dc^. 
The Gentleman, J&id jiie Bravp, who juft 
went intx) the C^untefs Feniciafsi The &me an- 
iwered the Servant. The Bravos took 
Leave: of each, other-, but the Duke's Lackeys 
at a Diftance waited upon them, £iw them 
one after another enter ^ Tavern in an ^djpin* 
ing Street, and ibon tf cer, their two^ Compa* 
nions, who had aUb the Duke's Servants to 
attend thenn dio' they, did not do. them 
the Honour of wearing his Livery, went in- 
to the Houfe. Nptice was immedktely given 
to the Capiain of the Guards, of what had 
'd. He came with his Lieutenant and 
ign ; asksd for the Mafter of the Houfe, 
and told him he muft haye a Room adjoin- 
ing to that in which were the four Gentle- 
men, and chai]ged him^ as he valued his 
Life to be fecret. 

The Mafter placed the Officers in a Room 
divided from the other by a Board Parddon 
only. They put out the Candles, and 
iMen'd very attentively to the Difcourfe of 
the Bravos, who after a great many Places , 
jritch'd upon andobjedted to, at length, una- 
•nimoufly refolvcd on oijcas th^ .prppcre^ for 
-- , the 
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tbe.Attiack. This hang-Gx^di a Bravo waa 
detached to enquire what Time ' 4ie Com- 
pany would break up, and to fee if Don 
Pedri/s Coach was ilill waiting. He r&- 
tum'd foOQ, and told them the Don's 
Coach was therej that they might lafely 
take another Botde for the Rehear&l wa$ 

■ * * * * • 

but juft b^un, and it would be two Hours 
at lead before it would be gpne through, 
The'Officers who over-heard all, went down, 
and two of them took a Room ; called, for 
a Bottle of Wine^ and the third, went tQ 
difpofe the Guard in fuch a Manner, that 
the Bravos could neither perpetrate their vil- 
lainous Delign nor elcape filing into the 
Hands of Juftice. The OfBcers again called 
the Maimer, and told him, if he gave 
thofe four Meni or any of them No^ce or 
the leaft Hint, and that they or aqy c^ 
thcin eicapedj, he mud exped to anfwcr for 
it with his Life. He anfwer'd, and poIBbly 
fpoke Truth, that he knew not one o£ 
them 5 and were they of his Acquaintance^ 
he had more Friendihip for himfelf and Fa* 
mily^ than for the nearefl: Relation he had. 
Soon after, the Bravos calling 'for thdr 
Reckoning went off ; and the Officers fol- 
lowed them at fbme piftatice. The Re - 
hear£il was juft ended, and feveral of the 
Quality's Coaches gone, when Don Pedro*% 
was ordered |o come* up. The Bravos, who 

were 
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iMre &v^ 4xB Gro#d; btlbre tie DMfi^^ dmtf 
Tit&r% bistf bis^ and? th^ Bbkifft StrvMim-piD^ 
vmt^^ their comiim withiflh 'raich* When 
9bh j^^^^ appearel^ at dkcKvate^ tlte Brairai 
fupjjering he weald^ iniD' th& GmtcIv, ' and 
ilmf theyt #ere fiire €f^ thdir Fl-ey^ kafM' to 
to thdr Pdfr^ a^' did' aljfdthe Officers. Dbtt 
i2^d^ hsLving Notice by his SdooB^ that they 
Wttr wkhdrawn-, went with «he Count ?>^ 
fidditin his Goach; The GtsrtaiM ^ his 
iowri- wcne drawn- cl(*, and it d*ove off 
'with^ his- t^o Sepvseti» bd»nd a^if he had 
l^cen in it. When it came to^ the- Piace 
ivHercthc Bravos lay in wait, the Coach* 
tnanwas^rderedby eneof them to Stop; 
ir^rhichhehadno fbonerdone^ bitt the Guard 
)>htded^ in ac^ining- Hoiifia, feirduiidbd; 
16230$ the Rufnans' and carried diem to the 
^uaitS-chambei* wrthoot dke kaift Noife. The 
inhabitaints^ of dte^ Heuib iflFlieye tiMs Soldien 
liad baen locked, had beeA- ttnuJfedviiMli.a 
Story of feizing fonte Traitors* «& the S^^xcy 
and charaed on their Pbril^ not td meti<m>i(^ 
feft otheiwi -not yet Cakenr m^t tCesLp^4 So 
that thefciztng'of thcfe "WIlaiHs wa&4 Secriat 
m Rome^ except to fueh as wet^ covicemed 
*in the Afikir, 

Thcnesct Day ,as it was in Aiftf iouffyr f^eadl, 
"tlte Rfcpeftt went that Don Pedr^ had the 
'^^hrbefbtp been* affiffioated- 1 and Cor^was 
t^n, dbr the Maf^uis fhoald be^nrofdie 

firft. 



firft aoquaioied with the. NevvW The Jof 
hk Lady and he ocmceived^ kt fcaico: to be 
caepreged % efpecially, that df tbe^ B'imner, 
itfha advifed W fjusband to diflbmbk his 
KoMTledge of &ia Murder, aiidtt>g[>totfae 
Gwdstms^s^ whither Ihe wmld f^om him 
with' the» Goontdfe UMmm^ as Ihe iboadidji 
witkout meBtiomi!^ one Word of I9ob P4* 
iirv^s Deaih. They had not bttfr long tibtfiq 
b^Rve &e Advoeate Lkmiim eame in») and 
told the Gepremor, that^ his Pm^ipal Don 
JPedtvi beii)gthekft.NiglM afiaffioafied^ -hf 
might if he pleas'd, difcharge the Marquis 
frooi hr^r^ AetendHnce; The/IMku-q^and 
)m Lady feemed greatly fuvpris^ at tba 
Newa; sundi the poor' Goiuit^ had efiueh ado 
to fuppon h^felf. The AdifOdate-iM^ tti 

ker Ses7rioe». md^skJo^foc a Gh^iaiih Water« 
ihedmiik ioand came preiiy wdl to. bofelf^. 
The KSarcbiwefs- faid^ Madam Iiftnd ywr 
Gbficem for w entire Strangsr. as? i^tat^ as 
'£« to me fusyrsdng*, we Jkad beft :QftaJfio 
fibAe home tlM we may- nee be. trooble^ 
inm to my Lofd die Govermv', 0toiald' ym 
a^n be attaddsd by one oi tbef^ fkinting 
Fits; Madam,, faid the. Adyoeate, the La- 
dy miiil, by an Order from; Jlis^ t^oUfudSy 
fto^ with my^ Ldrd the Governor, ^ng 
Hm aiith&&m^Titoie.a.Faper3iblity<Maodr 
&6 Mai^iis, m3^ leturo whm yoa pt^e; 

This 
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This was a Clap of Thunder which put 
them both into tne grcateft Agony. That 
fupreme Magiftrate faying he muft obey, the 
Commands of his Holinefi, told the Goun- 
tefs, that notwitUhmding, in that Paper, 
(he was chained widi the Murder of Don 
PedtOj ihe would find his Lady endeavour 
to- make her Confinement eafy. The 
Marquis and Marchionels who comprdiend- 
cd nothing of all this, took their Leaves of 
the Governor, faying they fliould expeft his 
Holinefs's Pleafure with regard to the Coun-^ 
tefs. 

- They drove home ; but how great was 
their Aftonilhment to fee all their Servants 
ih the Hall, with a Company of Soldiers, 
knd the Doots of the Rooms tealed up I be-* 
fore they could recover from their Surprize, 
an Officer told the Marquis, that he had 
an Order to fecure him ; to ieal up the 
Doors of his Houfe, and to place a Guard 
iipon it : Wherefore he hoped the Lady 
Would excuie him if, in Obedience to his' 
Command, he could not permit her going 
farther ; that the Coach fhe came in^ ihould 
carry her wherever (he would pleafe toap^ 
point *, but he was obHged to fend two Sol* 
diers to fee that it and the Horfes were re- 
turned. What faid the Lady means this 
nnaccountaUe: Procedure ? I fear laid the 
Officer you, will find it too well accounted 
* - for. 



Don Alphomso Blas. 69 

for. I have Madam, no Time » lole, if 
the Mait|ab plcaib to^go inco my Goach^ . I 
4rHl wait on him, and Madam yoq^ a(e at 
Tpor Liberty t6 go whereyou thinks. She 
replied that (he would go with hev Jt^ 
bemdi but that Favour, was dqiied. Hf 
half dead, was put kito a Coach, with durjoe 
Officers, and carried back to the Govemoss, 
where by dus Time^ the Bravos. were in 
the Hall^ with dieir Fetteps on and well 
gimrded. Wlien the Marquis &wtheAiEd)i9 
with whom he had agpeed for the Murder, 
diey had much ado to- keep Life in him* 
Being brought to the Governor, he cried out 
my liord, ask me no Queftions } I am a Vil- 
lain, -Juflice has overml^en mei I.blefi the 
divine Providence that he has detefled me, 
and defire nothing more than an immediate 
Death. He then, at the Govempr's Recjueft, 
made and figned an ample Confeffion. 

On h^ beii^ removed, the Afla0ins v[ere 
brought in, but would own nothing, and 
the Frinci[xd of them denied any Knowledge 
of the Marquis. To make (hort, they .w^e 
condemn'd to the Galleys for life^ but 
(^heir Captain had, on his "Wife's Account, 
a Pardon, on ^ving Security for his. future 
good Behaviour. All the Efiates.and Efiefts 
of the Marquis wereconfifcatcd to the Uie of 
the Cbunteis D^^atfo^ and he was cpndetp'd 
to lofe his Head ^ but by her Intercefiion, 

his 



mfem&enc. <It waui <»- ten E>ofi«ioa» Hs 
ffiedin4iifee'M9iidis: 'Eb ^Ladf letired t» 
fier SM'fi Hi^e'tca' feme^]^ After 

tlie Oiwih 0f hBriHtariaemd ihe^«lOnt iato a 
€dnvefic ^^^P9or Cktes^ ^and huiOhildreny 
hadtkejmec ^boen&ved by* Ae'GMspftfkni 
<f tte'ComHefe^howas put4iit0 die iftiflfef- 
Am of her iZ^tkfif's «(^de Eikate, <aod aU 
Ifaat her fiffife "Guardkm had omaiSid :&om 
wit^fic, 'ffiAft hftve beei^ VinbOnds; fiat 
chat ^good OLady iecited iMidtome Fortsiuica 
upon them. ^ was piiblidcly nmrried 'te 
l>on Ikiko^ her Deliverer, ty Ac Rape 
iiimfelf, ^ho wmild da them Aat lionour. 
She itaid wkh her Husband at lUm^ ?till 
<he Byke dt^fired « be recalled, when ite 
came 'With her dear Don Pidra -to Sfidny land 
lives^iiere admired and bekved by all who 
have the^cmour of her Aoqiiaimance^, 

^My ^Brother 'having finifiiedhi^ Narmuve, 
the Ai^Iaule and thanks df^his Au- 
We chatted cf indiffefent Things 
tome litde Time, eMpe6tiAg ^ Retmn of 
•the reft of our Qpnqpany; but'they notap^ 
fiearmg we went into the Gaf^dm to jom 
them. 

Be^re wecarne up to the CiMiipany, wc 
perceived) from the Terrafe^ Walk, ^a x5»at)i 
^ith four Mules, attended 4>y^a Number of 
8^rvadO»4iM>ufiieddnd4fmcd^ coming up the 

Avenue ; 
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of ibttie ^Vifiionor MiflAiori. Thk Advke 

a Servant running tcN6^ii«^t^«»f l^f^, ^t 
die tOnitofcitbm^ ^Uft arfnrea to pay 
biMiii^Mifit We1id(tod%> &el?eor^o're^ 
e^tilM^J^^3fAyM»4if^ T^tne enottg^ 'for 
DttniitfdSJM^ fO ofler4|k(ffland fer HerA^ 

:ia bmnfii^ofm^Ijidf tifcc>ut th^ 
l^aiiighiier^ wd^hand'J^rwto tlK94^ 

liieme iMaMmnitdiatEAy^vcn^ to^Kibim* 
tris^lj^w, )i(ito9jv9iA my Mother dfiS iftthrt, 
eftme<itovii|i,ii»kl oMfj^tnttted fAieiieW Guift^. 
Tl^^liidy/.^Mtei^i^d %^ "Widow Ibtir 
STemty 'likodg^ i^bilt Miigfeit Md twenty^ wa^ 
a jfitar Jteluidnr (i»f 4ny Mo&ei^, aa ifgtas 
^U»^h«»^^dd6Mfiid!^tAiDd» >to whom'Ihe^was 
lad^rried by CfifpefifaU on Accountt^ their 
<2oii&iiguiiiity. -9tehad4xm atM^^i/, 't6 
4bU&cit' fotM^fd&tf^^Md retoi^hi^to jlb^ 
in* tike NeJ^ritKSuilteod of M^bidh Town iioe and 
•her BHQgl^r had jafg^' PicrfleineAs, left her 
*dM& Road' to vifit Son Jfiph$nfo and my 
Uade and':NlodiQrri defijgmhg to have gone to 
futsUd^ if fte had net luekiiy, as ihe termed 

:)Sho:w^a Lac^ evefi3;»way ^Feeable,<hou^ 
ihe ^otM Mt 4mi <iall^ ^a Beauty r'lier Judg- 
ment 
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moit wa9 1(^ ; ha- Wit lirdy, and her Gon^ 
ycr&tioa extremely entertmniiig and eafy. 
She had been fomedme with iier Hufband, 
^hen he was AmbalSidor at the l Frtmh. 
Cgurt i the Gaiety of that Nation had oor-i 
ro^ed rfie S^^ Gravity. 

Her FatnilywaspoOefiedof theLordfliip 
and Caftk of JXmenes^ long fince donbUflKd, 
before the . il^iwj, infti^ted h^ Qsxxdx. Jur- 
timt made an Irruption into 2^/», indit 
Year 713, RodtriAHxi thirtceiuh andrllaft 
■ King of the Gathes^ then reigtUng. The 
Moors, bang viftorious in a genoxl Battle 
fixjght between Xtres and Medina Sidonia in 
Aidabesiay in which the Go/foj. and Spa- 
nuards. it^ere entirely routed, foupd no iax- 
'ther OJjftacle.tQ their Cow^ucfts. The No- 
bility, with, rpch as e£apgdthe Slau^er, 
rMf,: auQcl the Farts 
Mountains for Shel- 
of Xoft^Jt from 
r Hpfband.wcrc li- 
ft Handftil of fuch 
ler itc^ether' oftjie 
s Army, retired to 
re he, mecdjig with 
.zyle in thole Farts, 
bwel!, and thcir-Ex- 
3wed by their Poftc- 
L never reduce them. 
V took a inore for- 
tuntite 
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tanate Tarn, and thofeofthe A&^rj declined ^ 
the Defcendants of Suinza recovered their an- 
cient Pofleflions by the IMnt of the Swords 
and have ever fince held them. The Male- 
Line being extinft, the young Lady, Daugh- 
. ter of the Countefs, became fole Heir to both 
the Eifetes and Tides of this Family. 

She was about thirteen Years old, and 
very pretty, but a very Child of her Ag^ 
having been bred in a Monaftryj which, 
with me greatly abated the Charms of her 
Perfon. Her Inncxency had a different Ef- 
1e£l on my Brother, as it fecmed to add to 
the Force of her Beauty, which had ftruck 
him. From ' the Moment he faw her, he be- 
came her Admirer ; and grew (b far ena- 
moured, in the few Days the Countefs ftaid, 
that we all perceived a vifible Alteration in 
him. 

One Evening, before 
Councels Seraphim told & 
was widi fomc Impatience 
Performance of his Pi'O 
Adventures in America % \ 
tisfied, the Lady Ximenes 
glad to hear. 

Senior Scipio anfwcred ; 
dily give the Satisfaction 
fhe would have Reafon fr 
tion a I^ofi of fo much Ti 
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Oft thceoftft-ary, I am of C^iiiton^ it will 
be fi> miteh Tiioe expetided to ibivmtiage^ 
replied the Lady^ Icis, Madami, {uBkkM 
ibr tne to obey the Honour of youc Cinxi^ 
jcands^ without Apology, rained Smir Sci* 
pio^ wherefore I ihall make none, but fvo* 
ceed to fiitisfy yjour Curiofity. . 

The whole Cpmpany, then at L^va^ be- 
ing 2itssAtivtr Dbii '&ipio^ bcg^ in dic^foU 
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;C H A P. IV. 

7he Aiventurts of Senior Scipio, Ws 
Voy-agE to la Vera Cru^. Hh 'Journey 
Jrom thence to Mexico. T'he Story of 
Count Xeres a)td Don A Iphonfo dc Aiar- 
cas, 'wbom Sdpio i^am^ acquainted 
toitb in that Journey. 

MY former Vbys^e having taught me 
what Merchandize was moft advan*. 
tageoDs, and of the quick^&ft Vent in Ameri^ 
ca^ I purchafed a confiderable Cargo, wbich^ 
with my own Money, fonrte I borrowed df 
Don Gil Blasy and fome that I took up at 
Cales on the Credit of my Voyage, amount- 
ed 
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ed to forty thou&nd Cvcmns, This being 
{hipped on fio|u?d the Sf Jofepb^ and the 
Fleet ready to iail, I took my Paf- 
£1^ ia the iame $hip< Without any erois 
Accident, in eleven Weeks, our Fleet ar- 
rived at Si John di Ulbm^ or ia Vera 
Cruz, 

We were received with great Joy, and 
went in folemn Proceffion to return Thanks, 
in the Cathedral^ for our profperous 
Voyage. 

I made all pofllble Difpatch to get my 
Goods on Shore,aod hired a Requa ot Mulea 
to quit la Vera Cruz^ as ibon as pofllble, tlx6 
Town being vf ry unhealthy, on Account of 
i^ Situaidon ; the South>we(l Side is bor- 
dered with a nwffhy boggy Soil ; the other 
Parts are furrounded with Sand, and tlie 
intenfe Heat erf the San exhaleing the ftag- 
nated Wa^rs on the one, caufes a morbi- 
jferous Stench, and its Rays being rever- 
berated fr^n the Sand on the other Sides, 
mak.es the Violence of this Refleftion almofl: 
intolerable. 

Having laden my Mules, I fet out for 
Mexicul tho' I might have dilpofed of my 
CJoEn modifies at la Vera Cruz, at a hundred 
per Cent. Profit. 

Vi e were in Company above thirty Per- 
fons, befides Muleteers. Among my fellow 
Tiavcilers were nine young Dominican Friars, 

t 2 o 
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on the Miflion, to whom the Indians of the 
TownSjWe paffed through,paid little lels than 
Divine Honours. The third Night we 
reached Xalappa de la Vera CruZy a large 
Town, containing fbme two thouland In- 
habitants, Spaniards and Indians.^ Here I 
firft obferved the Luxury of the Regular 
Clergy, who drefi more foppifhJy, than a 
French petit Maitre of Quality, and live 
more voluptuoufly, than the komanj who 
could not deep with a Role-Leaf doubled 
under him. They feem to have left their 
Vows in Europe \ or to have forgot that they 
ever made thofe of Poverty and Chaftity 5 
being full of Money, and remarkable for 
their Amours, which they have not Mo- 
defty enough to endeavour at concealing from 
public Knowledge. 

In our Way to this Town, I made Ac- 
quaintance with two elderly Gentlemen of 
the Caravan, if I may fo call our Band of 
Travellers, attended by four Servants. As 
they had no Merchandize with them, and 
the Air rather of Men of Quality than of 
Traders; were extremely reierved, and 
feemed tobe under fome Preffures of Mind.^ 
I endeavoured to divert them in our Joiir^ 
ney, and to infinuate my felf into their 
good Opinion by little Services; that I might, 
by gaining their Confidence, fatisfy my Cu- 
riofity, which was very great to know who 

they 
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were, and what had brought them into a 
Part of the World, which, I believe, no 
one ever vifited for Plealiire. 

As I had before paired this Road, I was 
lurniihed againft the Inconveniencies, I then 
fufFered in the Journey ; and offered them 
fuch Refreflmments from Time to Time, as 
they* had no Notion of providing •, which, 
however, they found requilite, and received 
t:hankfully ; one of them with a good nsr 
tured Complaifiince, but the other after a 
Manner that fhewed, he was mortified in 
being conftrained to receive an Obligation 
from a Man, whom he looked upon greatly 
his Inferior. 

When we were near to Xalappa^ I lent a 
Servant before to Don Rodrigo de Calles, a 
very wealthy Merchant, with whom I had 
before dealt. He was fo glad to hear of my 
Return, that became out of the Town to 
meet, and carry me home with him. After the 
ufual Compliments, I fhewed him the twoGen- 
tlemen, told him my Curiofity, and defired 
he would allow me to offer them his Houfc. 
He anfwercd very courteoufly, I fhould do 
him Pleafure and Honour. L then addreffcd 
my fclf to, and told them, the Town before 
us was large indeed, but they would find the 
Inns very far from affording them thofe Con-r 
veniencics, which might be . expedled by 
Strangers to the Country 5 wherefore, as my 

E 3 Friend, 
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Friend, who had a good Honfe^ where Aey 
would want Nothing to rcfrefh their Spirits 
• after the Fatigue of their Journey, and 
enable them by "Reft, to fopport that of the 
remaining Part, had made me an Offer <£ 
it, I fhould think my felf honoured, if they 
would allow me to condudl them thither : 
Don Rodrigo feconded me in my Invitation, 
and they, after fome Excufes> accepted the 
Favour, as they pleafed to term it. 

Being arrived at Don Rodrigo^s Houfe 
(more like the Palace of a Vice-Roy,, than 
the Refidence of a Merchant) we found e- 
very Thing unifonn i the Furniture as rich 
.as t!]p Houfe was magnificent; a Numbei- 
of Servants anfwerabfe to th^ Figure of 
both, and a Table as polite and abounding^* 
as all the reft was grand and noble. Th^ 
Countenances of the two Gentlemen be- 
trayed their Surprize at what they obforved,- 

i propofcd here to reft our felves a few 
Days ; and the elder of the two Strangers 
faid, he would be very glad to come into 
the Propofal; but did not know how to 
be fo troubkfome to Don Rodrig9^ as he 
jfhpuld be cmbarrafled to make an adequate 
Reuirn for the Obligation he had already 
Iain them under. Sir, replied the "generous 
Merchant, you arc not in Europe ; that Hof- * 
pitaHty, whichthe Europ^tans havebanifted, 
has taken Refuge^ and is embraced in A- 

merica: 
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meriea. To take off all Uneafineft on that 
ifead, ^ve me Leave toaflRire you, that 
yoiir Stay • will ni>t c<^ mc a Real <^ Plate 
e3ecraor<iinary \ I have always tiie fame Num- 
ber of Di(hes ; and the Ufing my Beds is 
doing me Service : My Fortune, by Pro- 
vidence blefling my laduftry, is ample, and 
I have i&\ that my Heart can wift for in 
the World, except the Advantage of good 
Company ; wherefore the Obligation is far 
from being on your Side •, 'tis I who am 
indebted •, and the longer you ftay, the 
greater that Obligjitidn will be. Sir, faid 
the other, this Anfwcr impofes me Silence, 
and obliges me to accept the generous Offer 
you make, which I can't r«fufe, without 
feemiog to doubt your Veracity. 

The reft of our fellow Travellers were, to 
purftie their Journey next Day, wherefore 
I ordered my Requa to go forward with 
them, and fent an Exprefs to a Merchant of 
my Acquaintance in Memo^ to receive my 
tjoods, and hire me a handfome Houfc,^ 
gcnteely, conveniendy and thoroughly far- ^ 
niflied. 

We paffed the next Day, without ftirring 
from Ae Houfe ; the third we mddc the 
Tour of the Town. At Night the Elder of 
the two Strangers found himfelffeverifli, was 
blooded, and retired early to his Chamber j 
as he had ti tolerable Night's Rtft, . wa« 

• E 4 fome 
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fomewhat better the next Morning, but dc- 
fired to be excufed from quitting his Cham- 
ber. We, Rodrigo and I, for his Friend 
would not quit him, went thither to pay a 
Vifit to the Gentlanan indifpofed. He re- 
ceived us with great Complaifance, and exr 
preffed his Uneafmefs, at being d)liged to 
give fo much Trouble, where he was fo 
great a Stranger. My Friend endeavoured, 
in the moft obli^ng Terms, to put an End 
to his Concern on that account, and I took 
the Liberty to fay, I feared he had fbme- 
thing which lay < heavy upon his Mind, as 
the Melancholy, vifible in his Countenance, 
fpoke fome coroding Grief, which might 
give Strength to his Fever, if he did not 
make Ufe of his Reafon to overconpe it. 

Humane generous Strangers, faid he, there 
is Nothing more, eafy, than for the healthy 
Man to preach Patience to the Sick ; or for 
him, who is at Eafe in his Mind, to giye a 
Ledure of Stoical Philofophy to the Af-^ 
flifted. Senior Scipio^ you have guefied right; 
the Misfortune and Affront I have fallen 
under, prey more upoa my Mind, than 
the Fever upon my Body ; however, the 
Hopes of Revenging the former, and of 
wipeing off the Blemifli of the latter, give 
me fome Eafe, and will, I hope, fupport me. 
This is my Errand to Mexico -, neither Cu- 
riofuy, nor lucrative Views could have made 

me' 
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me taken fo long a Voyage. No ; they 
are Juftice, and our injured Honour, which 
have brought us to America. When I am 
leis faint than I now find my felf, I will ac- 
quaint you with my Story, and leave you to 
judge, whether meer Man can well fupport 
under iiich Infiidions. 

Don RadrigOj continued he, we have Let- 
ters of Credit to Pedro Mendoza of Mexico \ 
if my lUneis fhould oblige me to be many 
more Days troublefome, I muft entreat you 
will add to the Obligations we already are 
under, that of lending Ibme trufly Perlbn 
thither, who may bring me Money ; for 
what we have about us, may be exhaufted^ 
if I fhould have Doftors Fees and. Apothe- 
caries Bills to pay. Rodrigo anfwered, he 
fhould not want any Money he pleafed to 
afk ; wherefore that Care was needlefs. He 
prayed, that a Phyfician might be fent for, 
who, having yifitcd him, was of Opinion, he 
only wanted Refl,with aCompofiire of Mind, 
and that he was in no manner of Danger. 
He made a right Judgment ; for in a Week 
he was perfeftly recovered.. 

We ftaid twenty Days with Rodrigo^ who 
fhewed a real Concern at our Pcparture. 

The Night before we fet out to continue 
our intermpted Journey, the Gentleman who 
had been ill, faid, I remember I promifed 
you, generous Strangers, my Story i *tis a 

E 5 Debt, 
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Debt, >f hi'ch I will now difchdrge in few 

Words. . 

My Name is Geronmo ; tJiat of the Fa* 
mily to which I owe my defccnt, Vitrm ; if 
not the moft iilolhious, ic is howfV^r well 
knowo in Cajhle, the ICingdom where i ftrft 
faw Light. The Title ot Coant de Xtres^ 
and the Eftate which bears that Nanje, in 
Andahjk^ defcended to me from xm Grawji 
father by my Mother, on the Extinflion 
of the male Line of his Family. 

I fhali not trouble you with any Part of 
my Life but what is neeeffary to let ytni in 
to my Misfortune. In my Neighbourhood 
dweh Don Henarez de Rialto a Gentleman 
of^ great Worth and Fortune •, he liv'd to 
fee the two Sons, he had, arrive at the Age 
of Maturity •, and dying, * left the Bulk of 
his Eftate to the Elder, Don Diego : to the 
younger, Don Lopez^ he gave a confide^ 
rable Fortune in ready. Money and fome 
Lands. 

To thefo two, whom I muft iiUow a«. 
compliih'd Gehriemen, I owe the Dcftrufti- 
on of my Family, and the Fatigues of a 
long and perilous Voyage. 

I was bleffed with a Son and a Dauglr- 

ter. Were I to give you the Charader 

they bore in the World, you would be apt 
to fufpeft a pternal Foridnefi rendered* tne 
partial in their Favbur. 

My 
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* My &» DotT H^nar^z^ iidio received dnt 
Name from lui Gcsdfather^ mj N^g^ibour 
aliaeauiy mendoned, being x£ the Jams -^e, 
and karning Us Exerd&s under the fane 
MhfteK, OQQtra^£d aQ littiniacy^ with Don 
JLopez. In TloBie they conecivcd fixl^a Ten^ 
dernefsfbr eadi other^ that they were dU 
^nguiflied by the Appellation of the tvo 
Ftieiids. • ' - <^ ''*''* 

Don- DUgo>, who often feVbirred wp \ritji 
his Vifits, and with wh6i!n I livddl in a neigh- 
boifirly Conrefpondence, foscttitiS'enatnourcd 
(^ my Daughter Ja/ftUa^ and asked my 
Confent to make ius AddrefTes to her. I 
Qaald Aoc wiih to fee tny Child more ad- 
VandgcouQy difpofed of, having fixed my 
£ye on him, for a Son in L«aw, long before 
be deftred to become fo, or at Jeall be* 
fore he 4i(cosrered fi^ch an Inciination, I had 
ren^rked chat in his Temper he was humane 
and'benevoknt ; his Ssnfe was foiid,his Coin 
venation entertaining; his Behaviour afluihle^ 
and infmuating ; his Peifon well made, his 
Face manly and agrecrable ; his Air grand 
And eafy. |n • a Word he was a Cavalier 
to whom a l^y might give her Heart v/itht- 
^out bringing any Cenfure on her Judginient i 
^nd to tiieie EndowmeiDiits of the Mind and 
B6dy, he was Mafter-of a^ plentiful Eftate. 
Wherefore 1 had reafon to flatter myfelf that: 
^my Daughter would be happy with fuch a 

jtlusband. 
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Hu^iahd. You 937 imi^e he very eafily 
gauifid myCofifent; and was not long before he' 
made himfelf Mailer oiJuteUa*s Afie6lions. 
In a Word ; every Article, previoufly necef- 
lary to their Marris^e, being rc^flated be- 
tween us, dieJLawyecs had their Inilru(^oiis 
to prepare the Deeds; When thefe were 
fkiimed mnd dxecuted, the Day was to be ap- 
pointed for Performance of the Ceremony^ 
againft which both Don Di^o wbA my felf 
made great Freparaiions. 

I ought to ^xvrc acquainted you tjhat our 
Eftates were fituatedSo the Neighbourhood 
of Siguetifa. In the Int3erim, two Gentle- 
men named Don Antonio^ and Don Ramir^y 
the former dwelling in that City, the latter 
a near Neighbour to Don Diego^ having a 
Difpute about the Limits of their Eliatcs, 
contiguous to each other, to avoid the tedi- 
ous and cxpenfive Forms of Law, refolvcd to 
decide their Quarrel by the Sword, and to 
bring each of them a Second. 

Don Ramiro took with him Don Ijope%^ 
into the Field, Don Jhttonio pitched upon 
arid was accompanied by my Son. The 
Pardculars of this Duel you can't expqdk 
from me, who know fuch only as Don 
Lopez gave upcHi his Examination. As it is 
4iot to be doubted he told them in the moft 
favourable Manner poflible, I build no Faith 

on 
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cm the Account Redelivered, who was the 
only one of the four that furvived. , r 

I allow that a Labourer, ditching not far 

from the Spot, on which the two Couple 

fought, corroborated b/ his Qathj what Dm 

Zjjfpez had advanced:, viz. that he would 

have avoided lighting with my Son, who 

forced him to draw .his Sword ; that when 

he was attacked by Don Henarez^ he aded 

on the Defenlive only, parrying his Thrufls 

and rearing : that he often called to him {a 

loud, that the Labourer could diflindly hear 

the Words, to remember their Friendfhip, 

and not puriiie the Life of a Man, who 

would willingly lofe it to preferve his: 

that my Son anf wering his Honour was dearer 

to him than all other Conlideradon, rufhing 

upon Don Dfpez^ wounded him in the right 

Arm, and himfejf on the Sword of the other 

in the Thigh, of which Wound he expired 

(the great Vena Cava being cut through as 

the. Suigeons found on InipeAion of the Body) 

that when Tj^pez faw his Friend fall, he ran, 

embraced, and held him in his Arms 'dll 

he fetched his laft Gafp. That Jhtmio had 

clbfed in with and fallen upon Don Ramira^ 

who was weltering in his Gore : That L/fpez 

coming towards them, Anionio nimbly re- 

.covered his Feet, and expefting Ij^pez who 

flew upon him with the Rage of a Lion, 

crying he had robbed him of more than 

- Lif- 
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Life, tii tlie Lofi af )m Rtjerid. Tkzt As^ 

tmio^ though wouiided ill fewral Plaoes by 

but at lehgch received a: Thnift ifl Ms Biealt: 
^fv4nch kid liun dead» Mar the Genikioan. 

yfcioffi he had- kJIJed; But mav not tjie 
Pe^nt havr b^ infira^cd am bribed «» 
ffvcaf Adfe Pttrtiealaw ^ 

irhe boh' Brotherhood lia^iig tiad feme 
mkfing of d%k iXieU came «o €he SfxMV 
^me enough to talce Don hofe^ % but ooo 
htc to pfevcnt the Tragedy. They carried 
him to die C»ft)e ofSegamfa, wb^re he wan 
confined. The C^/^j then fitlktg, wo»id 
take CogfrzanCe of this Affair, and ordered 
pon Lefez to be efeoited to Muhidy which 
you doubtfefs know, is juft Twenty-tv^p^ 
Leagues diftant from tigtrnfa. They had 
long enideavoured to put an End to private 
Duet, by Severity) and it ^Mas believed that 
Jj^ wouW leave iiis H^d «pon a Scaf- 
fold. Nay;, that no I^Mjereft could &ve 
hnn. 

This tinhappy Affair bpoice off (the intend- 
led M^tch i I could not thir^ of giving my 
■Ihughtcr to fo hear a Relation of my Son^ 
^ulurdefer; and I imagined he could ha^ no 
'tonger Thoughts of niarrymg, into the Fa- 
mily of a Man who purfucd the Life of his 
Brother. 
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The Ordem bebgcome for remomig I^ 
fiz, 6K)in the Gaftle of Siguewfa to Atadrii^ 
ten Horfeinen of the koly Bracheriiood^ with, 
an Officer, were commanded to cfcort him. i 

Don E^g^j who tadcAf kirai Im Bix>« * 
ilier, ffiQilcred lip a Doboq of fati Fdeoik^ 
difguifed and fctt upon this Goofxl^ the fe% 
€ond Day of their loumey ; leicoed Ijopa^ 
and wjiii Hmi goC<^, fpice of che difigait 
Ptsffeit made ^iatviSbem. his bdievEdfat 
had bribed che Efcorte, as they cnadc litdc 
or fio Defence before tbey took, to Fli^. 

Don ^Vtfhmtfo 4i jUaraii^ )thc Gend^naa 
Tvlio mftigated me to, and is xxvj CompaiiiDa 
lA this Voyage, when he xfaoogiht Deconcy 
would permit, a»ked Juidla in Marrtigeu 
As he is nobly deicended and an' advantage* 
ous Party, I gave hka my Goo&nt, and or* 
dered my Dau^iser to receive his Ytfits as 
tlioie of a Cavaiier I efteemed, and dsB^ied 
her liuiiband, I fomul hfir quite avorie ti 
my Intentions, and treated tioaJipbof^o^ 
a Scanner thut made kirn Defpair of obtsdn^ 
ing her Confent: WherefiM-e i xdbltvwd to 
make ^ife cf the Audtotity of a Burnt, . aad 
told her, fim^ flie was blind to her Into- 
i>e(^, I fl)0^1d lofe no iarther TiQoe ^ but re- 
quired her to prepare her felf to give, hor 
Hand to Don Jlpbimfc^ that DsLy fcn*night, 
i¥hich I had pitched upon for that of their 
Marriage; ^ asfwcrod me coklly> diati 

might 
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might difpofe of her Perfon, as that was in 
Sly Power, but could not give her Heart to 
jOpbonfo, which Don Diego had carried with 
him. 

- The next Day as ihe did not come to Din- 
ner, I fent to know the Realbn, and her 
Servant aniwered that her Lady was indif* 
poied, and could not leave her Bed. I ima« 
gined this an £fie£t of Obftinacy ; and re- 
iblved to feem careleis, and let her have 
Time to come to herielf. 

I made no farther Enquiry, *till the fourth 
Day, towards the Evening, when I went to 
her Chamber *, but neither flie nor the Ser- 
vant who attended her was to be found. 
N6ne of my Domefticks had feen the latter 
about the Houfe, from the firft Day of my 
Daughter's pretended Sickneis. 

Her Chamber was in Diforder, and on 
Examination, I perceived ihe had taken no 
ifemale Cloaths with her *, which made me 
conclude her Eicape was in thoie of her de- 
ceased Brother. On this Thought I vifited 
his Wardrobe, whence two Suits being ta- 
ken, , I was convinced (he and her Attendant ' 
had gone off in them ; but what Road they 
•had taken, I had not the leall Light to dif* 
cover. 

I immediately acquainted Don Alphonfo 
with my Misfortune. He advifed the ex- 
amining her Efcrutore, as poflibly I might 

there 
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th^e find ibme Letters to g^ide me in my 
Search after her \ concluding, that fhe had ^ 

received Intelligence from, and was gone to 
Don Diego. 

We looked into every Drawer, but found 
nothing to ^ve us the leaft Information of 
the Road fhe had taken. There was no 
letter from Don DiigOy. as we did imagine ^ 
her Jewels, we difcovered, (he had cither 
lent before or taken with her. 

After a tedious and fruitlefs Search, as 
we came out of a Cloiet in her Apartment, 
Don Alphonfo perceived a Paper, which 
doubriels fhe dropped in her Hurry; it 
proved to be a Letter from Diego ^ inform- 
ing her of his and his Brother's lying con- 
cealed at Cadiz under the Names of Fernan^ 
do and GofTieZj in the Houfe of an Englifh 
Merchant named Bennett, 

'Tis there, cried Don Alphonfo^ that we 
fliall find the lovely Fugitive : Let^ us in- 
ftantly take Horfe and revenge ourfelves on 
the Murderer of your Son, and the Ra* 
vifher of my "Wife. 

The Mention of my Son's Death, awakened 
all my almofl fmothered AnimoGty; 
and the Flight of my Daughter, to which, 
lie Doubt Don Diego was privy,' banifhed 
all other Thoughts than thofe of taking fe- 
vere Vengeance on all the three. 

I or* 
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I orctefed ourHbrfes to be^ot ready, and 
tiiou^ Dmncr was coming upon Table, To 
ftrong was t)ur Refentmtnt «f the Infury 
(which remains ftill as deeply imprcflfed in 
our Minds) we would not ftay, but mount- 
ed and fet forward for Cadiz^ pqtting our 
Hbrfes to the utmoft Speed. At the Clofe 
©f the pay, we found that they could not 
liold out; wherefore we liired frcfh and 
rode the better Part of the Night, with alt , 
Ae Expedition our Beafts would allow. 
About two o'clock in the Mornmg we 
came to a little Town, the Name has efcap- 
cd my Memory, and got frelh Horfes. 
" We had not rid above two Leagues 
when Jlfbonfo had the Misfortune of bis 
Horfe falling, and rowling upon him, by 
which unhappy Accident he was very much 
bruifed..' We were half a League (as wc 
found by Experience^ from any Houfe, The 
Mo^ indeed fhonc •, but with a faint Light, 
as the Weather was cloudy. Our Servants 
took him up, unable to help bimlelf, and I 
who rpde before to. fc^ for fome publick or' 
Farm-Houfc, the latter of wh$:h I found 
art the Diftance I have mej^tioncd, returned 
with Help, and got him to a warm Bed. 
In a neighbouring Village called Jlcala^ liv-* 
cd a -Surgeon who came and blooded him : * 
but he was not, for the Space of a Week/ 
able xo move himfelf. 

That 
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That wc mi^t not by this Accidi^Dt k^ our 
Fugitives, I fent away a Servant expre6 toDoii 
Gullermct de Suarez^ Governor of Cadiz. Tbp 
Fdk>w I employed on this Meflage was a 
Servant ia whom I repoied great Coi^denc^, 
and the only OM of my Family who knew 
the Motives of our prepiHtate Joamey. In 
that Letter, I acqpiaiated the Governor with 
my whole Story; d^ed he would iecui^ 
my Dai^ter, who I fuppofed was at Csdbc^ 
with the two Gentlemen pafimg under the 
Names I have already tQld you, entertauiol 
at the Houfe af fcdx a foreign M^chant« 

Don Alphof\ff% Hurt obliged u$ to ilay 
near Alcala three Weeks, We hoped ia 
much lefs Time the Return of the &rvant 
with "News from thic Governor that our Fu- 
gitives were iccured : but he proved a Trai- 
tor ; we never ft w him nsKH-e. When Don 
A^cmfo was able, we proceeded on ouf 
Joomey, which was very fatiguing^i for it 
IS near one Hundred Spamjh Leagues from 
Segfienfu to Cadiz. When we arrived at the 
Town, I addrcflcd nayfelf to the Governor^ 
he denied having received my Letter. On 
my Complaint, and requiring ibme Soldiei^ 
to kzscki Mr BettMcfs Houfe, he anfwer^^ 
that the Engli^ Merchant I mentioned, was 
a Man of ^ Probity to command Refpe6b» 
did not Policy oblige the Court of Spain t0 
have a particular R;e^d for and b^ verjf 

cautious 
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cautious of giving dilguft to any of his Na- 
tion. ' That he would fend todefire thePa- 
Vour of Ipeaking to hiixi. 

Upoh receiving the Governors MelBge, 
the Merchant immediately came to pay him 
his Relpedbs, Don GulUrmo told him the 
Subjed of oiir Complaint : He anfwered with- 
out Emotion that two Gentlemen of thofc 
Names had been at his Houfe, recommend- 
ed to him by an Englifh Nobleman, who 
Was returned to England \ that they and their 
Servants had ftay'd with him fome Time ; 
that about feven Weeks before the then Day, 
two young Gentlemen joined them : And 
about a Month paft a Footman in iuch a 
Livery (defcribing mine) came and delivered 
to one of the young Gendemen a Letter 
which occaiioned (beinghanded round among 
themfelves) a great Conftemarion. That one 
of his Guefts asked him if he knew of any 
Ship which would immediately part fix)m 
Spdin^ no matter to what Part of the 
World bound ? that he anfwered the Advice- 
Boat for la Vera Cruz only waited for a 
Wind, and if it prefented fair would fet lail 
the next Day \ upon which Anfwer that he 
was defired to take a Pa0age for them and 
their Servants ; to order their Baggage on 
Board, and the Captain to lay in fufficient 
freih Provifions, putdng into his Hands an 
hundred Piftoles, That he did as he was de- 
fired. 
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defired. That his Guelb took Leave of 
him, went the next Day on Board, and the 
following failed with a fair Wind. That 
one of the Gentlemen had conftrained hin) 
to accept the Ring he then had on his Fin- 
gq- of the Value of two Thoufand Pieces of 
Eight, and that he was entirely a Stranger 
to every one of them, tho he had Reafon, 
from their Behaviour, the Jewels he j&w and 
and other Particulars, to belitve them Per- 
fons of Quality. 

We returned our Thanks to the Mer- 
chant for the ingenious Account he had ^ 
ven us, and took Leave of him and the 
Governor. As loon as we were at our 
Lodging^) I^n Alpbonfo told me, he had 
taken his Party, which was to purliie the 
Ravifher, in whatever Part of the World 
he jQiould take Shelter ; and added \ if you 
will accompany me, the Juftice of our 
Gaufe will compcnfate for the Difference 
of Age \ and we two, you will find fiiffi- 
cient to revenge tha Injuries done us (you 
in .particular, by robbing you of both your 
Children) by thofe two Brothers, a$ well in 
Bafenefi, as in Blood. If you dccjine accom- 
panying me, tho' I am lefi wronged, I will 
fingly purfue, and attack both. In a Word, 
wercfolved upop following them; and having 
gotten Letters of Credit to every Port and 
principal City of America^ that we might meet 

with 
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with ttO Di(appointmcnt m tht VuxSat of 
00^ Defign, We waited till the Fket was 
teady IQ Ail, which brought us to ^ Fera^ 
Griussy wbere we got Infiirmation, ishat the 
Btrjbfls we deicribed had piirchafed Mtiies^ 
ea their iflrrivsil In the Advice-Boat, and 
fet forWaid for M^xico^^ where we hope to 
ihower oik them that Vengeance^ which their 
idpedBve Crimes merit. 

We oondoled with the old Gedtteman* 
Tho* we inwardly excufed the two Brothcn 
and the young Lady, we did not think it 
proper, before Alpbonjby to fay any thing 
in Extenuation of what dxey looked upon 
heinous Oimes. * 
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Whi&b is in the Readers Option topafs 

by^ jor perufe. 

ORDERS being .given, that every 
Thing Ifyould be in Readinefs for con- 
tinuing our Journey, the next Day, and the 
two GerHslcmen reared to their Chambers, 
^Don Radrigo laid, I will acquaint you with a 
Part of the Story, to which the old Gcnil©- 
iBan. is a Stsanger. 



I 



I liafq^ned to be at ia Vita Cnee^, wheq 
theAdyke^BoM: arrived^^'suid going on boaid^ 
£iw the Perfinis r whom my two Gueils 
i^, I wutf' tsketi wish the Air sund I 
viour of the cwo Gentkmea^ and Beaut;y of 
one c^ the Xouths, Afkii^ the Captain^ if 
thofe Palfengers had brought any confideca* 
bie Cargoes; and heanfweiang^ that thqi 
iMid Nodiing^Qja boafd biit thdr .^aggl^e, i 
was curious to know their Chanidten; v Sot 
no hbd'f coaae to this Part <rf^ the World, if 
Ikd employed in TraSc, or by the Gover»» 
menc. To this End I made them aa Offet 
of 0iy Friend's Houfe (of which I codd 
difpofe) lelUn^ t^m., they woujd fkid buf 
tery poor Acconi^odaooBS in the T<iwi^ a 
Truth they w^uid have -ex^eQeactdi, had 
they rcfirfed my Q9er. 

To make ftort, tkcy^ with great Con»^ 
plaifance, accepted it. I procured thetn 
Mules^'andaotom|)anied themoa th<^ir Way 
to Mexico^ a» far tts this Tewn^ where I 
prevailed with tlhcm to reft fome Days (ftnd 
with Perfuafions^ glad of having fach a* 
greeable Company at. -my Houfe, I kept 
Siem with lt>e a Month, in which Time I had 
gained their Con&dence;, and, on my eic^ 
preffing one Kky a Defn-e to know what 
cottld have driven Perfons, who iecmed » 
me of Diftincbon, and vifibly had no Bu** 
fineis, to a Paft of (he Wi>rld, which »> 

body 
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body vifited but with a View of Lucre, Don 

with Regjird to the Friendftiip between the 
Count's Son and himielf ; I ihall paf& by, 
and what ^tt^ iCircumftancea the old 
Gentleman's^ Narrative has made necdlefe to 
mention,' an^'gi|per: yoi( iyfcv/" Wgfcds the 
Character of Don nenares^ as 1 had it from 
Don I/fpez. ? *v v 

He was well macle, tall, llrong and adtive ; 
veiy paffionate* fbmjBwhat ou^rrej£^e, and 
had more Courage tbah Dmc^dc^/ He af^ 
ie6ted a particular Openneis; and thought 

it was inconOftent with the Chara&er 

If 

of a Man of Hbnour to conceal his real 
Sendments, aod mth^ thzfpf a Map of Senfe, 
to luffisr any Conftraint, *% tlite Ilnpertihencc 
or Folly of others, on the Score of what 
the World alls,* Good Breeding. 

This Cynical Way of Thinking made him, 
'without Hefer^j^, give ]|s ©{ri^p of, and 
cenfurc, eferi'ras neafgffR^adpro, and beft 
Friends, 

As there are few who care to be told 
th^r Dcfefts, c%e^ ^^JBuWic^ la^fid, as 
every one expedls a Return ©rComplalfance for 
t}M; bei Qmfs tU^j^Gs&^tit ^p^ on himfelf 
many Quarrels, and the Ill-will of a Num- 
ber of People. I have known him, faid 
LopiZy tell a Gendeman, who read fome 

Verfes 
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Verfcs of his own Compofing, of which he 
had no finall Opinion (and where is the Au- 
thor, who iias not a Sort of paternal Fond- 
nds for his own Prodii6tion$ ?) that he would 
Ihew more good Senfe in ihiothering his 
Work, dian he had Ihewn Wit io the 
Writting it ; nay, that it waild be a Piece 
of good Nature done to himfelf and his 
Acquaintance, as his Poetry mjidc him. 
laughed at, and tired them. 

I mull acknowledge, his plain Dealing 
was of Service to me, continued Lopez, as 
I really loved him with the AfFeftion of a . 
Brother, I feared his Cenfure \ was. always 
on my Guard, both in my Words and Ac-j 
tions, when in his Company, and as we 
were feidom afunder, it gave me a Habit of 
Confidering thoroughly, before I fpoke or 
afted. I was fure he would not fpare me v 
and I believed what he ufed to fay, when 
he would excufe his being ibmedmes too fc* 
yere in his. Reprehenficns, that he only faid 
what others, who had lefs Regard for me, 
would think 5 and told me, to my Face, for 
my Adv^tage, what they would lay to their 
Acquaintance behind my Back, to make me 
ridiculous, and .to divert themlelves at the 
Expence of .my Charafter. 

When Don Antonio^ proceeded Lopez 

(being come .to th^ Part of his Story) 

brought with him my Friend, Don ILna- 

* F r^j. 



9« TB^ LIFE af 

res% hisyandmy&irprizs was equals Ix:ame» 
£dd Hmsfss^ to his Principal, with a Defign 
to- fight four Quarrel; but (hall,. I bdievc, 
return without drawing my Sword. How, 
laid Antmo^ is the Man,, who piques- him- 
ftlfme-his Sincerity, a modern Friend, de- 
fert me in the Time of Nec^ffity ? Does 
this correfpond with the Charaftcr of a brave 
Man } Does this agree with that of a Man 
of Honour ? Or does it fpeak the Gentle- 
man?' 

Does it, replied' Daa Henaresy agree 
with any of thefe Charadters to infift on- my 
Attacking the Life of a Frimd,^ in the De- 
fence of which, I would facrifice my own. 

Said DotiRamiro^ our Bufinefi here is" not to 
difpute with Tongues^ but Swords •, and 
ftripping to his Shirt, proceeded ; I have 
brought with me a Man c^ Honour, and 
Courage, w ho did not come to be an idle 
Speftafor, he has efpoufed, and will mantain 
my Cadfc. Don Lopez fcorns, under the 
Gloak of a pretended Friendfhip, to cover 
a real Bafenefs. As for you, Hemres if 
I return alive out of this Field, I will let 
the World know your Pufilanimity, if you 
do not maintain the Opinion they now have 
of you, as a gallant .Gendeman. On fuch 
Qcoafions as thefe, no Friendship will be 
allowed an Excufe among Men of Ho- 
nour. 

Hinares^ 
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. ilenansi nettled at. thefe Reproaches from 
either Side, addrefled himfdf to me in thefe 
Words: Brother, jTa he often called' me^ 
join me, and let us convince ;hefe two un- 
reafonable Mer^ bow dangerous it is to .doubt 
the Cburage of a Oentleman. Second me, 
and I will foon give them ^roof,. that Don 
Benares does not want Courage. I replied^ 
that 1 came with ]D;ifiga to affill Don Ka- 
imr^^ith my Sword, and could not in Ho- 
nour turn' it againft him, any more than 
draw it upon himfelf, whom I little thought 
of meedng in the Field, I hope he won't 
cxadl of me Impollibilirics ; hx Nothing is 
xnorefo, than iot me to attack you a# an 
Enemy: 

Ramiro faid, Don Henares^ you have i^n- 
fiilted me in a Mapher- unpardonable/ I, 
not JntoniOy am the M?»; againft whom 
yxxa muft defend yourfelf, .laying this, he 
threw off his Cloaths, and drew. Ramiro 
anfwered, I came to fight Antonio j who chal- 
Imged me •, do you two Talkers look on ; 
iid, fmcc they have had the Trouble of 
•coming into the Fieldi faid he to JnthniOy 
let the Survivcff of us reward their 'Bravery 
with aPrefent of a Diftaff ta each, which 
4)etter becomes the Hand of a Woman, than 
^does^ a Sword \ for, however Malculihe they 
outwardly appear,, 'tis evident they have Fc- 
inak Hearts. 

F z Enough, 
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Enough, enough RamirOy cried Don /5&- 
nareSj the Uiws of Honour are cruel, which 
cxaft what is unjuft. Forgive me, dear Lo» 
pez; I am confirained to treat you as an E- 
ncmy ; but, Ramiro^ if my Friend falk by 
my Hand, you (hall not long furvive him.. 

Antonio znd Ramiro engaged, and -Don' 
Henares came upon me ; I defended myfelf,*' 
but would not return a Thruft. What, faid 
Henansy do you dally with me? We muft* 
forget our Fricndftiip ; wherefore don't treat- 

. me with Contempt. I told him, that it was' 
aftonilhing he could be wrought upon by 
the Reproaches of two ungrateful Men, to- 
baniftr the Remembrance of our Fricndfhip. 
My Honour, replied he, is dearer to me,- 
than, I won*t i&y my own, but even the 
Life of Don L^^z — ^I ftill battered and 
retired —What, faid hcf, are you afraid^ Lo^ 
pez? 1 anfwered, not to die, but to wound, 
you. No -more of this Ceremony, faid he, 

, do your worft, and don't Icffen the Opinion 
I have always had of your Courage. That, 
replied I, Ihall ' always bef exerted in your 
Defence, but not tigainft you. - I find then, 
cried Hertares, you think ~me too defpicable 
an Enemy; I am therefore no more your 
Friend. Saying this, he wounded me in 

the Arm, himlelf mortally in the Thigh up- 
on my Sword, and falling, laid 5 Heaven' 
forgive my Sins ! dear Friend priay for my^ 
• • ' - i Soul 5' 
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Soul \ which was' ill he had Time to fay 
.before he expired. I ran to lift him up, 
i)Ut finding him dead, and feeing ipy Prin- 
xripal on the Ground under his Enemy, I 
flew to his Aflfiftance. 

Count Xeres laid Don Rodrigo re- 
lated the Sequel of this unhappy AHair, 
I therefore go on to what he. could 
not know. My Brother, continued Don 
, LopiZf found Means to corrupt the Com- 
mander of the Party which was ordered 
to cfcorte me, and for 1000 Piftoles, 
immediately paid him, he fuffered me 
to be refcued, by taking to Flight when 
my Brother and his Friends came upon him. 
His Men feeing their Officer quit theHbld, 
did not think it became them to (hew more 
Courage than their Superior, but followed 
his* Example with fome Precipitation. We 
heard he was tryed for my Efcape ; but he . 
came off, by imputing it to the Number 
that attacked him, and which he made three 
Times thofe he commanded. His Men 
had more Manners than to contradift him, 
poffibly their Fear might make tliem think 
my Brother's Party as great as the Officer 
reported 5 may be their Shame might make 
them connive at his Excufe, or he bought 
fheir Affent with part of the Money re- 
ceived to let me efcape. 

F 3 ■ • • • My 
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My Brother who had frelh Horfes rca* 
dy upon the Road, having thanked iand tak^a 
Leave of our Friends, told tne had writ- 
ten to an intimate Acquaintance at Court td 
})rocure a Pardon for us feoth •• that he d&^ 
igned {or Cales ; that in Cafe the Kinjg could 
not be prevailed upon, we might quit Spain, 
We rpdd Day and Night .till we got -thither, 
where wje met, and made an Acquaintance 
wrtb'ah En^Ufi Noblenfian who had been to 
vifit the Court of 'Midndi We entrufted 
him with the Knowkdge of t)ur Ckcuiti- 
fiances, and he recommended us to a Mer- 
chant of hJs Nation, into whofe Houfe w4 
wcryeceived. Our Friend at Court flat- 
terfl^ us in his Lexers wkh Hopes of pro- 
curing a Pardon, we ^laid ^t Cales (but 
ielcjom appeared) 'till the Anival of Ju^ 
tella to whom my Brother had often writ- 
• ten by a t-rufty Servant ftill with us. 

Juletta had been but few Days at Cales^ 
before one of Count Xeres*s Men arrived^, 
He enquired for the Mafter of the Houfe, 
and told him that he had an Affair of Moment 
to conimunicate to my Brother and me ;j:allr 
ing us by our borrowed Names. We or- 
dered him into a Room : he . there ac- 
quainted us that our Retreat was difcovered i 
and gave my Brother the Letter he was to 
have carried to the Governor ; enquired for 
hia young Lady, advifed our making off 

with 
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ixrith all £3q)ediDon, and begged we would 
take )iim with \]s. Here iaiaDon Rodri^0^ 
Coont JQfnr^ has acquainted you with the 
rematoiBg Part* Ttefe Gentlemen and the 
Lady are at Mexico, while their Friends fo- 
liate tbeir Pardon. 

: Don Diego has often prefled Juktta to 
confent to their Marriage ; but ihe anfwers 
that without her Father's Approbatbn fhe 
never will give her Hand ; that her Obedi- 
ence Ihe prefers to her Happin^fi j dut Ihe 
will be the Wife of Don Dicgti or never have 
a Husband ; that ihe will follow him to any 
Part of the World and let who will cen- 
fiire her'Conduft, while Ihe is confcious of 
her own Virtue, ihe ihall defpife the Malice 
of Dctraftors. 

I keep a Correipondence with them, by 
Letter, and (hall fend an Exprcfs to ac- 
quaint the unfortunate Gentlemen witlvv/hat 
I have learned, that they may be on their 
Guard. JulcUa is fafe from the EfFefts of 
their Refentment, as ilie retired to a Con- 
vent on their Arrival In Mexico. 

1 would have you fpend what Time you 
can on the Road, and as you will have 
a HcKile ready for your Reception, invite 
thitheirthe two Gendemen ; you may l3y 
having them under your Roof poflibly "pre- 
vent Mifchief, and be inftrumental in effeft- 
iftg a Recoiiciliadon. I will now, Icil I 

F 4 Ihould 
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Ihould forget it, give you an Addrefs " to 
pdn Diego. This he inftantly wrote, and 
* putting it into my Hands dcfired I would 
exert myfelf in the Service of thofc Cavaliers 
if I had Opportunity to render them any, as 
he had conceived a Friendfhip for them and 
bore a Share in their Misfortunes. 

The next Morning by Day-break he 
fent them an Exprels, in which he mentioned 
me as a Perfon devoted to their Intereft frpm 
a Principle of Humanity. 

The next Day when we took our Leaves 
of the hofpitable Rodrigo^ the Count prcffed 
his accepting a large Diamond he wore on 
his Finger: but he begged to be excufod in 
*fo handfome a Manner, that the. other could 
not with Civility longer infift upon it. 



C H A P. VI. 

Containing an Account of an unexpeSied 
and uncommon Entertainment in the 
V Way to Mexico. 

WE had travelled about four Leagues, 
when one of our Muletiers alked us 
if we intended to refrefh ourielves and our 
Beafts before we reached Rinconada^ where 

we 
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we Wjcre to lie that Night ; that if we did, 
it muft be near hand or no where. 

We agreed to dine, and rcpofe ourfelves 
'till theintenfe heat of the Sun, very irkfome 
to us, fhould be fomevvhat ' abated. The 
t*ellow hearing what we^ concluded upon, 
led us out of the Way to a Place thick fet 
with Coaker-Tree3, which kept of the Rays 
of the Sun, by the Intermixture of their 
Leaves and allowed us all the Advantage of 
a refrelhing Air. 

-Thefe grow fijtty or fome eighty Foot 
high, have no Branches, their Bodies are 
as Itrait as Pines -, their Tops only, being 
furnifhed with Leaves fifteen or fixteen 
Foot long. They bear a large Nat, which 
you may cut like the Pith of Wood, and 
come at the Liquor within contained, called 
AClk i each Nut. holding, according to its 
Size, a Quart two Quarts of this delicious 
and refrefliing Baivrage. The gloominefs 
and coolnefe of this Place, the natural green 
Canopy it foread over our Heads, and the 
Whittling of a gentle Breeze, which feemed' 
to wanton in the Leaves ; the Silence which 
reigned here, ihtcrrupted with tlie Whifper- 
ing of the Zephyrs only, and the Murmur- 
ings of a little Brook gliding through this 
delightful Place, gave us inexprciTiblc Plea- 
fiire, and put me in Mind of the Defcripti- 
ons I had read of enchanted Groves. 

F 5 But 
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But how great was our Surpri^, when on 
a fudden in this fblitary Place, our E^r? were 
faluted with a Coijcjert of vocal and inflru- 
mcptal MuCck, which fpofcc Judgmeat ia 
Harmony, and Excellency Oi Voice 'in the 
Performers, Tho* we law no Body, we did 
not imagine we were endebted to aerial Be- 
ings for our Entertainnient, to which, ijay- 
ing our Mules, we lillened with equal Plea- 
fure and Attention. When the Mufickceafed,. 
we bid the Muletiers proceed. , . 

They led us ' to a Thicket on the Left, 
about one Hundred Paces from us. From this' 
Thicket, the pnly one we had obfcrved from 
our coming into the Grove, it being clear 
from Shrubs, the.Mufick ftemed to proceed.. 
Here J Gentlemen, faid one of . the Mule-* 
tiers, you will find a /^«/^, * where yoi; will 
be handfomcly ,regaled by the Maft.er j. but I. 
mull acquaint you, that he is an Innkeeper o£ 
a very different Gharader from i^U others. He , 
will furnifh you whatever is wanting for. 
yourfelves or Mules ; entertain you with Mih 
lick, fine Wines, and refrejfhing .cool Liquors;., 
but if you offer to pay him a Real, "the 
will refcnt it as the highefl Aflfront. • * 

Prithee, • faid the County how does he- 
f jpport the Expence ? Nay, replied the: 
Muletier ; let him -look totnat. I play an 
excellent Knife^ and am little carious $ if 

my 

* Spanijb for an Inn. f About Sixpence Englijb. 
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my Teeth have but Employment enou^ 
to prevent Reproaches from my Belly, I 
thank Phmdence, and enquire no farther. 

The Mulctier alighting, defired we would 
alfo quit our Mules. We did fo, and Don 
yilj^hsnfo afked where the Inn was, for he 
few' no Appearance of a -Houfe ; yoU will 
foon fee it, rejdied the Fellow. We followed 
him; and palling the Thicket, difcovered three 
large Tents. At die Entrance of that in the 
Middle ftood Don Rodrigo to receive us. 
Whcii we parted from his Houfe, he took 
Hprfe*, and by another Road, got thither 
long before us. He had the Day before orj. 
dered thefe Tents to be fet up -, fent thither 
the Mufick and every Thing, neccflary to 
regale us with a Magnificence which (hewed 
more the liberal Spirit of a Prince than ^of 
a Merchant. 

That, cried the Muletier, is the Inrhkeeper 
pointing to Rodrigo^ who came forward to 
receive us. Gavaliers, faidhe: I hive de- 
coyed you three Quarters of a Mile out of 
your Way % but when I have told you my 
Reafon for having hindered your Journey, I 
hope you will forgive me, as you will find, 
that at the fame Time I indulged to myfelf 
in a longer Enjoyment of your agreeable 
Converfarion, I alfo cOnfulted your Eafe. 

Dort Alfhonfo anfwered that he enhanced 
a Debt which was already fo great, they 

F 6 ftiould 
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(hould never be able to pay it^ there&re he 
muft, as with Bankrupts, take all they could 
offer ; their Acknowledgments, 

You Ihould not Sir call the Man a Bank- 
mpt, replied Don Rodrigo^ who pays even 
more than is required. Whatever you pleafe 
to fay you are indebted to me is over-paid 
with Intereft, if you allow a Tender of my 
Service acceptable. Saying this, he led us 
into the Tent, hung with a rich Crimfon 
Genoa Damafk ; being feated, a Servant 
brought in a Jarr of W ater fo very cool, 
that it made the Teeth chatter, and a Flalk 
of St Martinis Wine. When we had each 
of us drunk a Glais of thefe mixed ; Don 
Rodrigo addrefled himfelf to his Guefts in 
the following Manner. 

Cavaliers, you haye no Place in which 
you could have commodioufly refreflied your- 
felves before you had reached Rinconada^ 
where you mull have lain. That Place 
affords you great choice of Provifions, and 
the fineft Water in the World, but then at 
Night, Paifengers are attacked with fuch 
Swarms of Molquitoes, they cannot have 
one Moment's Reft. Their buzzing is a- 
lone fufficiently vexatious to a fatigued and 
fleepy Traveller, but their Stifigs are almoft 
intolerable, and have been attended with 
dangerous Fevers. 
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To prtveDt thefe InconTemeodes, I ac« 
r knowledge that I entered into a Plotyn^ 
your Muletiers, to Decoy you hither, where 
if you will do me the Favour to repofe your 
felves this Night, you will flccp wlthait 
.Moleftation. I will endeavour to niake the 
.Time as little heavy upon your Hands .*till 
you go to Reft as poflible, by an Enters 
tainment new to the Count and to Don ^ 
pbonfi. If in the Morning you iet out by 
break of Day, you will lave pa0€d Rinccr^ 
nada before the greit Heat comes^ on, and 
refrefhing your fdyes at Gmtahca^ you may 
in good Time rack the Town where you 
TOuft lie. 

The Count thanked Don RoAigQ^in hand- 
fome Terms, for his Concern, and the Trou- 
t)le he. took upon himfelf to confult their 
Eafe. In . little Time Dinner was fented in, 
which confifted of twenty*two Diihes, and 
we were entertained, while at Table, with Mu- 
fick, which ceafcd not till we aroie. Don 
Rodrigo then led us to a fecond Tent, that 
the Servants might clear the Table. . This 
Tent was hung with a thick yellow Pa- 
maik embroidered with running Spriggs of 
Silver. 

Being fcated we heard a Trumpet. I 

promifed you faid Rodrigo an Entertainment 

new to thefe Gentlemen, Strangers to uAneri^ 

^a : this Trumpet is a Signal that my Per- 

formcis ^ 
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Sbrdieci are «ead/, and ei^^ the liDnoor of 
yaaffreSencc. He tken got ujp, and we 
&riiowed iiim, to ^ Bank hk Slaves bad made 
feroar fitting imoii, co7^«d widi a Ckrpet. 
A Table wae placed before it widi feveral 
Sombf Wine, Qiryftal Bottles of <:ool Wa- 
<ei^, and great Variety of Sweetmeats, wet 
.and dry o^ Silver Salvers^ and in Balbns 
g^lt. As ibon a$ we wei^e plated, a Sett of 
Jn(UM Dancers began after the Manner of 
Atsa: I^ation to entertain us with an Agility, 
£xaSbiie& of Time and Meafure, which 
a^%eably furprized. When they withdrew, 
a Sett-ot* Indian Tumblers, not Idfs aftonifh- 
ing, performed fuch Feats of Aftivity, as I 
hever law equaled by any, the moil famous 
EtircfiMns. Tbefe made Way to a Com- 
psmy rc^denting Indian Warriors, who 
ranged themielves in two Lines, and be- 
gan a Sort of Pyrrhic Dance, ftrikeing theif 
^eari on their Targefs. Afier this, which 
was a Sort of Prelude, they agarin divided 
and engaged in Battle, the Mufick chang- 
ing to a warlike Stile. Several Prifoners 
w-eie taken, leveiial fuppofed to beflain, on 
cither Side, ^nd at length, one Party being 
entirely routed and driven out of the imagi- 
nary Field of Battle, the Captives were 
bound and delivered for ViiSlims to Friefts 
who' vfith Women joined in the Dance 

and 
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and a trkimphal Qtie>' with Sbng^ of Jeff Sat 
tjic Viftory, concluded rfie Entertainmcot. 

The two Dons cxprcfled their S^ds^iSion^ 
is^ much by their Coyntenancies, as Words. 
ChpcoJato wa3 brought us, . and we kept our 
Seat in the Copl^ till the.Cai^ of bur Health, 
by the Dcw'bcgnning to fall, m^de us 
withdraw to the Tent, where we had dined. 
Cards were brought, and we diverted our- 
fclvcs, 'till a Servant told Rodrigo^ that Sup. 
per was ijbrved. He cmemed jwe back Part 
of the Tcn^ and we feund it afibrded u$ 
a Paflajgr to the other, which had beei^ re- 
naoved, that we might not be expofcd to th6 
Dew. . 

We . paflcd the.Evqj^iiig, till it w^ Tinje 
to withdraw -to Reft, v^ry agreeably 5 and 
then/t;6liKd tjo the' third Tcjnt, ^^h^re we 
{band Haoimocks of fine Cotton flung, ii) 
which we* Qept comfortably, till Dawn of 
Day, whep w€ arofe: and havijig drunk 
Chocolate for Breakfaft, taking our Leave 
of the ^generous Merchatfit, purfued our Jourr 
ney, without ihecring or teeing any Thing 
wortliy Remark, and lay the Jecopd Night 
after at Segura,dela ir^»/^r^, inhabited by 
Spaniards and Indians y to the Number of 
^out a -thouiand. 

This Town, as the Name (hews, was 
built for a Secnrity to the Frpntiers, and 
jto proted fiich Spaniards^ as travelled from 

St 
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S^ John de £7Zfc«tf- to ^il4^^Vd,..againft.the 
Vu/huacan and Tepeacac Indians^ Friends 
and Allies of the Mexicans^ but cruel Ene- 
taies to the Spaniards , whom they greatly 
iannoyed. Thefe^wer^ the People, who took 
twelve of CorteiH Men^ &crificed them to 
their Idols, and 'feaftedl on ^eir Flelh. 
When Cortez had reduced them to the O- 
bedience of the Empferor Charles the fifth. 
King of Spain^ he built this Town. . 

Perceiving my two Companions fbmewhat 
fatigued with the Journiey and the Heat, 
I propofcd thi rcpofingbur felvfes/or a Day, 
as I had a Mind to allow the tWo Brothers, 
at Mexico^ as much Time as poffible, to take 
their Meafures on the Advice. lent them by 
B^odfigo. This View made me order the Mu- 
letiers, when wepuffued our journey, to^le- 
cline froSi the direft. Road, and take that of 
^Taxcallan, lying North- wcftward of the Way 
we fhould have gone. The' Conqueft of this 
prodigious Country of Mexico^ was chiefly 
owing to the Friendfhip and Afliftance given 
to Hernando Cortez by the People of this 
Province, a warlike Nation. 

In our Way to that Town, we paflcd by 
fotne Heaps of Stone and Crofles, frefted 
near the Ruins of an Indian Tower. At this 
Place, faid a Mulctier, Hernando Cortez en^ 
tered into a Legue with the Nation of the 
^laxcallansy or Tlaxcaletas^ after having, with 

only 
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only four hundred Spaniards^ znd 6x hunr 
dred auxiliary Indians of Zemppallan and Ztf- 
clotan^ fought their Army, confining of one 
hundred and fifty Thou&nd efibftive Men 
feveral Days; and as often defeated diem 
with prodigious Slaughter, without fufiering 
the Lois of one Spaniard y in Memory of 
which, thefe Heaps of Stone and thefe Crdfiss 
were by him fct up. 

The Town of ^xcallan is large, th? 
Houfes built of Scone, and the Inhabitants 
numerous. Leaving this Town, w;e came to 
the City called. La Puebia de Ips Ang^los^ 
within twenty Leagues of Mexico. The Count 
being top much indifpofed to proceed on his 
Journey, we (laid here eight E^ys, before he 
thought-himfelf thoroughly recovered, which 
gave me fufficient Leifure to vlfit the City. 
It is fituated in a pleaf^nt Valley, about tea 
Leagues diftant from a very high Mountain^ 
contains about ten Thoufand Inhabitants ; a 
£nc Cathedral ; a Qonvttit oi Dominicans^ one 
oHFrancifcans^ another oi jiugujiines^ a fourth 
of Mercenarians^ a fifth of bare-footed Car- 
fneliles^ a fixth qiJefuitSyZXid four Monaftrics 
for Women. ^ 

The next Town; worthy of Note, we ar- 
rived at, was GuacocingOy chiefly inhabited by 
Indians. TJiis was the laft Town we were to 
lie at, Mexico being the next; to which we 
went over the Side of the Mountain I . men- 

doned. 
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tioned, a^Mifjes^cKS diftant &om Im INtVia . 
iehs Angtlos. This Mountain exceeds ahy 
^the '^^^^ IbrHdght and G)ld; and wears 
'ae(Hiftam Cap^ Snow. JProm die higheft ^ 
^'Fart ef ow Afeent, which was not near to 
Ae Summkj-we d^fy«d the City of Mexico^ 
t^d die Lakf!, appearing 4>ut at a ftnaU Di- ' 
"flanee, ^ou^ near diree Leagues and a half 
from the Foot of the Mountain, ficuated in 
a Fkin. We reached it in the Evening ; * 
^«ki going ^ireftly Co my Correlpondent*s 
•Houfc, were hofpitably received, and lodged 
diat Night. The next Day, the two Gentle- 
men having accepted the Invitation I had 
made them to be my Guefts, my Friend con- ^ 
lit^ed us to Jthe Houfe he had taken for me. 

As fcverjl Miflionaries returned from Mexi' 
tCj have given an ample and juft Defcription . 
of Aat Kingdom in general, and of the 
Metropolis, wliich bears the fame Nanie, in 
•paaticular, it prevents my troubling you with w 
^hat poffibly you have already read, how- 
*cver may read in Print; I flmll therefore, 
>vavemg every Thing which regards that - 
"Kingdom or City, attend only to the Thread 
of my Story. 

* . The very Day I took Poffeffion of ray ' 
Houfe, when my Guefts retired to flcep, on 

* Account of die Sie/ta^ • I went, direftcd by 

V . • the ^ 

♦ Slejti^j is the Time of Day, when thq'Heat 
is mofr intent. , 
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the Addfefi Don Rfidrigd liadj^veii me^ 
and found J^n Diego and Don Lopez. 

Theyftemcd very gratefeHy to refent A6 

friendly Adi^icc feit tmim hj Exprcils' froni 

theSf ' Friend at Xatappa 5 'but /Were wfohrcd 

to wait the Event. '^ D6h lApez &vA^ I canh 

not bKrt''haveGosnpAffion for <Jount JCer£5^ ^ 

having loft a Son, of whom he was esctremely 

fond thoergh his puf filing my. Life with a 

Rage implacable^ is altogether nnj«ft ; as I 

reaHy Tmar(Jed, my own, tofave his, amj 

ftrffered in his Death, for I loved 411111 

with ah unfeigned Aflfeflion. ' X know the 

Defign which has pdhed him uppn fo Ipng 

and Hazardpiis a Voy^. The old Gejitlc- 

menist^rave; and, notwkhftanding the DiC- 

parity of Y^ars, I am iitisfied, w^U call me 

hrtothp Fidd, where I fhall endeavpur as 

fnuch to guard bis» as I did hi$ Son's, or wilj 

my own life. My Brother expefte the feme 

Compliment frQm his Rival, but has not die 

iame Rcafoo to fpare him ; wherefore, ; I fear 

he has travelled fonw thpuland Leagues for 

what Ke .might have found in Peace at hc^^ 

I mean his Death. 

I made a .Tender of my Service, if I could 
be happy enough any way to be of Ufe t6 
thcm^. Tbey thanfc^d me very civHly, and 
anfwQredv that it was pbffiUt they might be 
troublcfome tp jpe. 

After 
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took my Leave. The Day following the 
ipouQt and his Companion went out early, to 
take a View of the Town, but left Word, • 
that they would not have me expert them ^t 
Dinner, as it was not improbable, their Cu- 
rioOty niight keep them longer abroad, than * 
^ey defigned. 

I heard nothing of them, 'dll pretty near 
the Clofe of the Evening, when a Coach * 
flopped at my. Door, with the Count and 
his Friend, in Appearance, dead. The for- 
mer defired a Surgeon might be fent for. 
One luckily lived next Door to me;- he came^ 
and immediately vifiring the Body, found ^ 
two large Wounds, which, he faid, were not 
mortal. He flaunched the Blood with ilip- 
ticks, and we put the Patient into a warm 
Bed, in which he recovered from the Swoon, 
his great EEufion had cauied, but appeared 
ieniele& 

A Phy fician and two Nurfcs were fent for, 
and all poflible Carev taken to iave him. I, 
wlio knew their Errand, and was not at a * 
Lofs to guefs the Author of his Misfortune*, 
immediately went to the Hbufe of Don JH^o 
andDonZip^. 

The Servant who opened the Door, told 
me, they were at; i the Convent of the tiomU 
nicans. I there found, and .let them know ^ 
the 'Surgeon had Hopes' of Don Alpnff^ . 

Life, 
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Lifc,whom they hadlcftfof dead.They feoned 
to receive my News with an Air of Indif--; 
fcrence. That obftinatc old Man, pried 
Uon Diego ^ if he rect>vers,"will, Ifear, not* 
be warn^ by his prefent Misfortuiie. Wheiii 
I heard from Xahppa^ his ainH th« Codnt's 
Arrival, 1 was in my felf fatistied, he came * 
tO'feek his Death. They, aslforefaw, lent 
my I Brother and felf a Challenge ; we w«it 
to the Place appointed ; where^ on our firft ' 
Appearance, Don Alpbonfo attacked me, and- 
the Cbiint, my Brother, without giving him 
Leave to juftify him felf, or even fpeaking a^ 
fingle Word to him. Lopez defeilded him . 
felf, and was as cautious of wounding the 
Count, as he was careful to prefer vd his own* 
- Life. 

I foon made Alphonjh meafure his Length * 
on the Ground, and immediately ran to: 
difeng^e my Brother, who had often Oppor-, 
tunity to have put an End to the Count's 
Rage with his Life. 

The old Gentleman, feeing me come up,; 
faid, the Juftice of my Caufe will ballancc 
the Odds of two to one. Alais^ Sir, iaid I, * 
i you* have, in u9, whom you look upon as 
\ Enemies, two that admire your Virtues ; e- 
j ftecm, and refpeft your Pcrfon; and far- 
' from feeking your Life, are ready^to defend 
/ it at the Hazard of their own. Think not, • 
. we expQf^ %ny Sabmiffion fom you. , We^ 
\ are 



«» ThehF IE of 

^iflkiiBfiecl'i Ntovc^ your Bfa;(rei7 xnar^ die, : 
butatl^ rK)t to be cpixiuertd. Let me con-. 
jONi your tsy p^don my Brother a Nf^for* 
toM, . hie end^vourad to ayoid, and which 
SIS' jfoifibly ai^e6tehiin, as^yo^rOdiT. 

. >A($r(g) ipci I have always honoured you as^ 
S( Parrot; dkvi fli^U ev^r pay you the fam 
Reference, It is true, your Daughter, to . 
keep the Faith ihe bad plighted ^ and^ to a- M 
tmd a Majteh, to which ihe was a^^erie, took 
Shelter- whh me, G> >yhbm yoq had defigped , 
her. I have been a juft Guardian of her ^| 
Honour ; and ihe j^ & tender of breaking in i 
upon the Duty due to you as a Parent, that ^. 
Ihe has vowed never to give me her Hand, - L 
without I CM obtain your . Confent. The f 
Cbunt, who liftened to me with Attention, | 
aiifweKil, G^tPkCrous Cavaliers, your laying, 
|v am not to be conquered^ noakes me ac- 
knowledge your Gonqueft i zfid that I owe . 
itfy Life to you, fince you did not diink of 
compellbg me to afk it, a Meannefs no Man 
qf Hbneur could fisbmit ta 

. On this^ he threw away his Sword, at)d 
added i | jfnW believe Don Lopez guildel^, 
and attiibilte the Lo& of /i>y Son to our 
Misfortune. He then embiaced us^ both, 
and bid us immediately cpnfult our ^Safety ; 
that we fliould Xoon hear from hifn s and 
calling the Servants >vhQ weiie waiting at his 
Gbach, tbey Gaxvied off Don jUplmfo^ and 

we 
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we took Skuiftuary vMx the gciod.9'ai!he& -^ 
this Conveift. . . 

Th& nesrt Day both the Pkyfician^ndi&r^ 
geofi g^ve/Hope^ ofl^^iiw^s lUao^ 
butdefired be tsai^t not be fpolbdh -lOy er: 
fu£^red to fpeaki &>» thb jR^Mni lisriCoUriip 
aixi I forboi^ our Vifite for fome> Days^ hs^ 
Nurfes' told us, that he yt$f feldom c^ened^ 
his Mouth. 

The Count dmly vifited' t^ two Vmltsen^ 
m^ hk Daughter,, whom he-forgai9>e che 
St^ ihe had taken, in leav&ig: his Hoofe y 
however hs, found hunfelf greatly embairidOfed ' 
between Don Diego and Don J^pbd^i they' 
had both hisPromife, and the latter hadndsftfe 
dangmxis Voyage to bbtain Jule^a^ op re- 
venge the Affront done the Count aitd his 
Family^ if he could not with Honour ptm^ 
ry her, or fhe had difpoTed of her lelf. 

I found him to be a Man of illicit Hb^ 
nour I and it was this,^ which-gave him an* 
unfpeakable Perplexity. He. often ^^l^ifed' 
with me what Gourfebe could tSike, to^a^mid 
Reproach. I was of Opinion^ that Hl^ou^ 
to make good his Promife firfl: g^ven to Doft 
Diego:, as that to Don^Aof^ was; 1 thought, 
coi^donal; namely, if the formed a«i4hi$ 
Brother wer^ guilty <^ wluit he foimd them> 
both innocent. 

Don jSpbonfo put an End to his Un^uiels 
on this Head. He fent for the Count and me 

the 
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die fbdih Day after his Misfortune. We went, 
and eaonled our not having conftantly been 
with him, tdl^ng the Injundion of the Phy« 
fipian and Surgeon. The former, who was , 
jmient, £dd, he thoi^ht the Gentleman out 
of: I^O^er ; but, however, defired he would 
di^ourie as little as pofllble. ThePatient alked 
the Phyfician, when he thought he might 
be able to unbofome himfelf? who defired 
I^ wouki have Patience four Days longer. 

I will, re{died the wounded Gendeman ; 
in the Interim, Count, continued he, do me- 
the Favdur to tell Don Diego j that I refign 
him Jidettay am no longer his Enemy -, de- 
fire he will fevour me with a Vifit, at the 
Tijne the Doftor will dlow me to open my • 
Mouth,, and that, in purfuing his Rum, fuch 
Good can. the Almighty produce out of Evil, 
I hope, I have found my eternal Happinefs. 
For his Sake I will take all poffible Care of 
my Health ; and, as that may be endangered 
by much Talk, I fay no more. 

The Count, overjoyed with this Declara- 
tion, immediately went to Don Diegc^Sy der. 
livered him Alphonfo*% Mefiage, and at the 
il^meTimeconlentai to his marrying Juletta^^ 
whom he fent for from the Monaltry, and- 
^arryed with him to my Houfe; though he. 
gave ftrift Orders, that none Ihould acquaint 
J?on Alpbanfi \yiith her being under the fome 

: Koof 
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r Roof with him, as he apprehended it might 
caufe an Emodon prejudicial to his Health. 



N 
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Evil produBive of^Good^ or the Devil 

makes a Saiftt. 



DO iNp Biego with his Brother cami j:he - 
Day appointed ; the Count and I waited 
on them to Don jllpbonfo^s Chamber, who, 
in a fair Way *of Recovery, was fitting up 
in his Bed, with his Night-Gpwn on him. 
As fbon as he perceived, he jaddrefied him 
felf to his late Adverlary in Words ^to tjiis 
EfFed. ; ^ . ^ 

, Forgive a true Penitent, brave Diego^ for 
having purfued your Life with a Revenge 
implacable. I refign you Juletta^ of whom 
I would have unjuftly robbed you. I am no 
more the Man I was, and am thoroughly fen- 
fible, that the falfe Notions*, Men entertain of 
Hoiiour, is a Diabolical lUufion j that there 
is no being a Man of real true Honour, but 
in the Pf-adice of thofe Duties which Rch- 
gion teaches, diametrically contrary to ths 
deceitful Notions the World entertains, and 
which make many a brave Man oSlr hi;n- 
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fclf up a Martyr to - the - Devil: facrlfidng 
Body and Soul, to gain the^mpty Appkufe 
of thoughtlels Ideots. We profcls ourfelves 

Chrirtkns, and yet glory in Revenge 

Monftruous Abliirdity! We acknowledge fii-- 
ture Retributions from' Eternal Mercy and 
Juftice, yet fiv^, as if we had no Need of 
the one, and defyed the bther. 

Don Diegd^ your Sword, by giving me a 
near View of Eternity, has opened my Eyes 
to myfelf, and the World-, the one a Bubble 
of a Moment's Duration,' aduatid by to'r- 
menting Paffibns, expofed to numberlels Dan- 
gers and Tempt:ations ; the other, incapable 
of affording Happinefs-, its falfe Plediires 
ever attended with the Bitternels of Repen- 
tance; its Refpedls with defigning Flattery j 
its Honours ,ahd Riches ^ with t Uncertainty, 
wherefore I fhall hufband the latter. Part of 
Life, the Stage I am now in, by"eiT)ploying 
my Days in A6i:s of Humiliation and fincere 
Penitence ; and, abandomng all other Views, 
keep my Eyes fixed on that of conciliating 
my Creator, and of obtaining a Happinels 
beyond the Power of Time and Viciffitudes. 

My Eftates I leave, as 'tis juft, to my 
next Heir at Law •, and am inflexibly refol- 
ved to enter into Religion : when I quit this 
Bed, I will retire into a Convent. I wifii. 
you all a profperous Voyage to Europe^ which 
I am determined never more to viiit. 

Don 
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Dpn Diego ^ may you be as happy .vltH 
Jidetta^ as you you'rfelf can wifli; May (he ; 
you, my Friend the Count; your Broth^^r, 
-and my generous Hqft, live honoured^ for 
your Virtues : . and may yourXive^ \>z ,fuch, - 
that you may fee the Day of .your Piflblutieri 
with a Joy, arifxng from certain' tiopespf 
its being the Guide to conduct you to an enii- 
lefi^Reft: As. now! find myfelf fom^wjhfit 
weak, I Ihall take the Liberty to defire you 
will leave me to my Repofe/ 

. In three .W^eks Time jafter this,. Don JS- 
pbonfo was entirely recovered, though feebje. 
The Day.w^ fixed for 7i//(f//^'s Marriage, 
and it was performed with great Magaifi- 

' cence. The next after, , my Gueft, JL 
pbonfoy fent^ for ^the Superior .of the DoMnu 

. eans^ and took .of me ten Thqi^rand' Crowns 
on Bills of 1 Exchange to Spain. He h^d 
Lettejrs of Credit, and . might have tak^n 
much larger Sums elfewhefe •, but I, haying 

. fold moft of my Mcr:handi2;e, and wandi^g 
.to return my Money to • purchafe more, rc- 
quelied the Faypur of his Pi:apght, oa ,.bis 

,' feying he would take that S^va. 

Eigh^ Thoufand Crowns'* he prefented to 

. the Convent of Ii?!»/wVtf«j; one. Thouland he 
obliged me to accept ; the other TJioufartd 

;:lxe'diilributed in.Ciiarity : and, taking his • 

.Leave of us, rehired to thofe Fathers, .where 

: he lived a Recjufe in his Chamber, entirely le- ' 
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queftred from the World, an Example of true 
Chriftian Piety, feven Years, and died with 
* the Calmnefs, and incieed the Reputation qf 
a Saint. 

The Count, 'his Daughter,* and the two 
Brothers had a profperous Voyage to Spain^ 
from whence, by the Return of the Flota^ 
the old'Gentleman fent me and Don Rodri- 
^ go z Prefentof Oyles. I difpofed of my 
' Part for two Thoufand Pieces of Eight, Ro- 
drigo^s was worth as much. 

As my Voyage to Mexico was not for an 
Airing, I enquired into every T^hing which 
j^egarded the Inland Trade, not to be idle, 
while I ej^pefted Goods from "Europe^ but 
to Jmprove my Stock, in as fhort a Time 
as poflible, and be able to return Home. 

1 obferved many Indians traded to the 
City with Rcquas of Mules laden with Wax, 
Cpttqn, Silk, Honey, Sugar, and Gochi- 
nei. One of thefe Indian Pedlars had bought 
of ttie feveral Sorts of jE^rt^^^' Goods, to the 
Amount of eight Thoufand Pieces of Eight, 
With him I endeavoured to gain an Intima- 
macy, which I found nothing difficylt to 
cfFeft. ' ^ 

One Day, difcourfing with him upon the 
Inland Trade, he told me, that, if I would 
purchafe Mules, and carry my Goods into 
the Country, I might gain. about fifty /><fr 
C€nt. more tJhan I could fell them for in the 

City, 
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City, and in trucking them for Hides, and 
the Produdions of the different Provinces, 
I fhould find a ^onfiderable Profit on my 
Return to Memco^ if I had not rather fend 
them to Spain^ than difpofe of them to thd 
Mexican Merchants. This, however, con- 
. tihued he, is liich a mean Way of Traffic,' 
that no Spaniard will condefcend to fill into 
it,' and mqch lefs could he expeft, J would 
think of it, who dealt fo largely. 

I confidered with myfelf, that my Bu(i- 
nels was to get Money, and not to think 
any ^hingv which anfwered that Vi^w, be- 
low me; wherefore I afked him, if he viould 
keep me Company, or procure fuch a Guide 
as I might truft. ' 

H« anfwered, that he was going,' with 
what he had purchafed'of me and other 
Merchants, to Guaxata^ fixty Leagues diflant 
from Mexico i that, If I wonld purchafc 
Miiles, he would be glad to wait on me ; 
for his Stock would not anfwer the tenth Part . 
of the Demand, which was then made in that 
City and its Neighbourhood. 

I purchafed twenty Mules, arid fetout with 
tho'honeft Indian. I perceived he had informed 
me right. , I difpofed of all my Goods by 
Way of Barter, as I found my Account in 
it ; purchafed fbme. fin^ Horfes, for the breed- 
injg of which, the Valley of Guaxaca is fa- 
mous, and, lading my Hides and other'Goods, 
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returned with a String of thirty Mules, ha- 
ving encreafed my Requa, and ten Horfes, 
which latter were immediately taken off my 
Hands, at thirty per Cent: Advantage. 

My Indian^ going farther into the Country, 
recommended to me fome Muleteers, who 
proved careful induftrious Servants. I was lb 
pleafed with my Profit, that I paffed moft of 
my Timf bartering in the Country, with the 
Goods -which I received from Spain every 
Ftota'^ for thofe I fent thither. 'Tis true, the 
Merchants would, by Way of Derilion, call 
me Pedlar and Muleteer; JDut that did me 
no Harm, and my Profits great Good. They 
fliortned the Time of my Stay in America 
confid^rably. I was .relblved, fince I had 
made that long Voyage, to do my Bufinels 
com pleat] y, I mean, raife a Forame. 

The third Journey 1 made to Gua aca^ 
was wich fourfcore Mules laden with Eurxtpcsan 
(jocds.. I found my Account fo well in tur- 
ning Pedlar, I would part with Nothing in 
Ke. ico. , 

The Bilhop, hearing . I was arrived with 
Goods brought by the Flota to la Vera CruZj 
fent for me, and I went to the Palace •, his 
Lordfhip wanted a Quantity 'of Gold and 
Silver Galloons of thcFrench Manufadufe, if 
I had any, which I would warrant to be fuch. 
I had a large Quantity, and, fetching them, 
his Lordlhip bought of me to the Value of 

eight 
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eight hundred Crowns, for adorning the Al* 
tars. 

I obferved he examined my Face . with as 
great Attention, as if he thought he h:id 
rcfn^^erly known^> and endeavoured to call ^ 
me to mind, . When he had choien the Par^ 
eels wanted, he ordered his Steward to pay, 
and^keep me not only to Dinner, but t;ill the 
Company that dined with him were gone. , 
When the Steward told me his Lord's. 
Orders, I began, to think I had fomewhere 

. feen his Face^ though I- could not recall him 
to Mind, and fancied his lyordlhip's Memo- 
ry, with Regard to his Knowledge of me, . 
was lefs treacherous. 

. The Company being gone, I .was intro» 
diicedto theBiihop, who ordered' me a Chair ; 
made a Sign for the Steward to leave us, and 
Iridding me fit down, faid, Senior Scipio^ I 
hope yoti are an hpncfter Man than, you were, 
when you robbed the Archbifhpp, and pil- 
laged the ftrong Box of the honelt Woollen- 

- draper, Balthazar ff^tlazquez. at Cordova. My 
Lord, faid I, fince you fo well know the 
Crimes I havd been guilty of, I don't que- 
ftion but you alfo know, I was puflied on to - 
the ConimKFipn of them, and will give fpme- 
Grains of AUowanqe to thev Age I then was : 
not that I pretend, even to extenuate what I 
have fincerely repented, and have rcftored in 

G 4 Charity 
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Charity to the Poor, as I could not make , 
^ lleftitution to the Perfons injured. 

1 know, anfwered the Bifhop, you were 
inftigated, nay, in a manner forced to rob. 
Balthazar^ by his wicked, his profligate Son, 
Gafpar\ but your carrying off the Archbi- 
ihop'-s Pearls, ^c. proceeded entirely from 
your own natural Propenfity to Pilfering, If 
yv')u have, as you fay, repented Jtnd 'made 
Reftitution, I don't queftion, but your Par- 
don is fealed in Heaven ; and who dares pre- 
ilime to reflect on him, whom God takes to 
Mercy? ' ' ^ 

^What, continued the Bilhop, became of 
that Patricide, that fuperlativeVillain,G<2/^tfr/ 
My Lord, faid I, 'twas reported, thait, 
pouched with Remorfe, he became a Carthu^ 
fi&n in Seville. If he flill lives, I hope his 
Example of Piety has atoned for his for- 
mer Crimes, which were le& owing to a De- 
pravity of Nature, than to bad Company i 
}f he is dead, I hope his Repentance on 
Earth, figiled his Paffport to eternal Reft and 
Happinefi* - 

You exprefe yourfelf {o much like a good * 
ChriftiaiT, replied the Bilhop, that I can't 
doubt your having, as you fay, repented the 
Follies of your Youth; Gafpar^ thoroughly 
fenfible of the Heinoufnefs of his Crime, as 
you have-truely heard, became a Carthujsdn ; 
and thought of Nothing more upon Earth,than. 

. of 



Don AlphOnso Blas. 120 

' - • . ■ . ^ ^ \ 

of eyeing his Sins ; wafhing away the crim- 
fon Dye of his Iniquities, with the Tears of 
Repentance : Waters, which flowing from 
the Founs^n of a cjontrite Heart, thro* the 
Conduits of'Eyes, averted from all worldly 
Objefts, are of the greateft Efficacy to 
cleanfe us from all Pollution. 

' After three Years, his Superior, fetisfied 
with his Conduft, commanded him to ap- 
ply himlelf to the Study of Divinity, and the 
Father Preacher to affiftliim in that Study; 
to which, Gafpar dedicated the Hours, not 
employed m AiSts of Devotion, ten Years/ : At 
the End of this Space, he was elefted^ 
I^reacher, the Age of the X)ther excufing 
hini from the Fatigue which muft be ac- 
knowledged great to a Man zealous 'for the 
Souls of his Hearers, when attained to a 
declining Age. / 

Gafpar had the good Fortune to compofc 
Sermons which anfwered his buly View; the 
Edification of his Auditors . 

He had performed this Diity about feven ' 
Years, when there was a Neceffity of fending 
one of the Fathers to the General of the Or- 
der at Rome. He was pitched upon, and a 
Lay-brother appointed fdr his Companion in 
the Journey. 

rThe Superior gave him,, in his Letter to 
the General, ,tl^.e Cht rafter he endeavoured 

G 5 10 
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to merit of a good religioils •, and fuper-add- 
ed that of an edifying Preacher. 

The General reported him fuch'to his Ho- 
linefsj'who would hear, and, hearing him, 
apprbved, nay extolled his Cdmpofition and 
Manner of Delivery. He V^as' Happy enough' 
to gain ^ot only * the Efteem^of the General, 
but even the Countenarfcd of h*iS " Holinefs, 
who did him the Honour. of fevei^l priv'ate^ 
Audiences -, commanded the Affair, which 
caufed hi§ Journey to Rome^ to be difpatch- 
ed with all poffiblc Diligence, and conferred 
on him, with Command to leave his Con- 
vent and enter upon the MilTion, the Bifliop- 
rick of Guaxaca^ where he has the Pleafure 
to embrace Senior SdpiOy and to beg he 
would forget the perilous and wicked Steps 
he had compelled that fame Scipid to take ; 
and moreover to thank him for the Salva- 
tion of his Soul, as he hoped through the 
Mercies of God and Mediation of his Re- 
deemer, by having revealed to his Father, 
the unnatural Defign iipon that good Pa- 

' rent's^Life: aCrime, which, though fincerely 
repented of, Jhe cannot call to miiid with- 
out Horror and Dcteftation of himfelf. 
Saying this he tenderly embraced me, and 

' Tears of Joy trickled down my Cheeks. I 
clafped him to my Bofom, and could pro- 
nounce no more than. Is it pdiTible T Am I fo 
happy as to fee this gForious Change ? 

Having 
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• Haying recoyeVed from my firft Tranf- 
pprtfi, \ aflce^ his Lordftiip after his Fa- 
iniiy ; he told me, that my good old Matter, 
hiad lived to a great Ag^ ; that his Sifter ' 
^a3 married, very happily, to a wealthy M?r- " 
chant, and th^t they enjoyed all his Father^s 
Formne, which he had renounced. upoi> en- 
tering into Religion, being io entirely weari- 
ed from all worldly Defires^ that he could 
.not eftcem himfelf, even now that he w\^.in 
Obedience, once more entered into publick 
Life, other than a Steward for the Poor, to 
receive t^ie Revenue of his See for their Ufe: . 
e^epting what .was neceJQTary in the Service of 
his Churches; his Mind being entirely fixed 
on Trcafures that were neither perilhablej^or 
liable to Accidents. ^ 

After this, he aJked me the Hiftory of my 
Lifp-, from the Time he had f^n me. I 
g^ve him an impartial Relation ; he kept 
me to Supper, and would that Night admit 
mVifits. 

When. I took my Leave of his Lordftrip, . 
he proniifed to do me what Service he was 
capable of. I found him e35tremely Juft in 
the Performance of this Promife. by his. In* 
tercft and Recommendatipn, as he was, and 
deferved to be revered in his Diocefs for his 
Piety, FJpfpitality, Charity, Abftemioufnefs, 
and Affability, I engp&Qed almoft all the 

Trade ot/thePtQvince oiQim^ca* 

G 6 You 
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You' will eafily guefe the Profit which 
accrued to me from thence; as it contains 
three hundred and fifty Towns, not fewer 
Villages, and one hundred and fixty Mona^ 
' ftries. all which, I, in a manner, folely 
, fupplied with £«r^^^^» Goods. 'This oblig- 
ed me to employ Faftors jn different 
Towns, and to keep four hundred Mules 
upon the Boads. 

You may Gendemen, knowing by thc^ 
Map, that the great Kivcr Alvarado runs up 
tp Zapolecas and St Ildefonfc^ which are not 
far from Guaxaca^ and confidering. that 
Goods may by thatCanal eafily, and atlmaller 
Expence, be tr^nfported from St John de Ul^ ' 
hua in the North- Sea^ you may, I fay, won- 
der why I was at the Expence of Land-car- 
riage,^ which muft neceflarily be very great. 
But J am to inform you, that the Hutch Pi* 
rates' infefting the North-Seas^ often fend 
Boats well manned up this River ; on which, 
tliere is not any Fort, and render that Pat 
ia^ dangerous ; befides, my Mules, which 
carried the Produce of the Country to Ship 
on Board the Fleet for Spaing muft have; 
ctHne back without Ladeing. 

At my Return from a third Journey to^ 
'MbxIcOj I had news of the Arrival of the 
F'o/ay on which I had a great Quantity of 
Gil, a Commodity ft> very dear at. that Tirne^ 
ift the Inland Provinces^ that ^nothing ieouid 

have 
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have turned more to my Advantage then my; 

Faftor at C^Mz^ having fhipped it on my 
^ Accountjwhich he did, onohferving that very 
little Oil was laden on board the Fleet. 

I font away Mules folBcient to bring it to 
Mexico y and, fctdng out in Poft-hafte, cn- 
groffed all the Oils imported, before the 
great Scarcity of it in the inland Provinces 
was known. This proved fb profitable, as I 
fet my o^wrn, Price upon it, that I flattered 
myfelf I need ftay but a Year or two more, 
to fatfate my Ambition of being Mafter of a 
great Efiate. 

* I had the Misfortune however to lofe thirty 
thoufand Pieces of Eight in the Return of 
that very Fleet, which being feparated . by a 
Storm, the Merchant-man, carrying my Ef* 
fcfts, fell into the Hands of a Dutch Free- 
booter. 

I looked upon^this as a Judgment,* as it was 
juft the Sum, over and above the common 
Profit, I had extorted from the Provinces^ 
taking Advantage of the Neceflity they were 
in^ by feting an exorbitant Price , on my 
Oil. This Refleftion maae me relblye, and- 
I kept that Refolution, never more to prey 
upon the \^'ants of others. 

I had all along made my Bufinefe my Dx- 
verfion, and found no Fatigife in the moft 
tircfome Journics; fo bent was I on purluing ' 
. and eflfcCling the onc.^d onlyPoint inview** 

'' ^ . ■ . My 



My ladji^ry . wtft ' deeded . wirfii ,^^ Ble(]^' 
from H«{vqt>,^ wjjich J. a<itritm€fer;jt9 . n^y re- 
ligloirfly keeping a jqft Account with tbye 
Foorj to whofe Relief I Hd-, af the entering^ 
upon my Voyage, YQWed ojfi^e Tejvtb of all piy 
Profits j aad ijiatde • w DcJ^lija^iiQA fpF ai>y 
LpfieS) which injdeedf iwefe few ajnd ir^con- 
fjderabk, the before-m^tionfed ^§^pted." . 
On my Return from Sfjobn deUlhut^y or 
h Vera Cruz^^ I wa3 fen t fi5>r by the^ Vice- 
roy ,^ who told mc the BUhop. of Guaocaca^ 
had, in the ttroi>geft Ter0\s, aad with th^, 
Charafter of a Man of great Probily recom^ 
nicnded me to hi$ Favour and Protegiiicm ; 
that I might depend on both, where he could 
he 6fService^tome,as he had a gi«^H;.egftrd for 
ijatpiousand exccllentprelate. Addipgjthftt he 
4>Quld be well pleafed.to feq rpe offeen at, the 
Palace, and hoped it might prove to my In- 
tereft, I returned my n>oft hwmble Thanjis, 
a^d gratefully acknowledged the Bifhop's 
Goodnefs, in procuring me fp poweirful ^ 
Patron, 

, As I had hardly any other View than 
that qf my Intereft, I was very affiduous in 
paying my Court to the Vice-roy, who al- 
ways received me with fuch publick Marks 
of Favour, that it caufed both my Aftoniih- 
ment and the Enyy of others, who looked 
down upon me with Contempt and Indig-. 
nation^ uking ali Oppcurcooitie^ to infult. 

and 
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and ridicule me. This his Highnefi obfcnr- 
ing, treated mc with greater Marks of Di- 
ftindtion; and one Morning at his Levy, 
when there was a Crowd of Gentlemen, call- 
ed and took me with him into his Clofet. 



CHAP. vm. 

^he InfoUnce^ of an Upjlart. The, 

. Reward of modeji Bravery^ in tbe^ 
Story of Don Cafa-blanca. . , 

SE N I O^ Scipio^ laid he, you muft be ; 
fenfible, that I came here rather for the 
Profits than for the Honour of my- Poft ; in- 
deed his Majetfy gave it me,' that I might 
repair the Damage my Father*s Service to the* 
Crown, by an expenfive Ambafly, had done 
his Fortune. 

You are experienced in Trade, and as it 
does not fuit the Dignity of my Charafter,* 
to meddle with Commerce, though I know 
a very great Profit is got by Traffick, in* 
which I ,Jiave had Thoughts of employing' 
a round Sum, I muft defire you to be my 
Agent, and manage for me. I am latit 
fied you will do every Thing as for your* 
own Advantage, The good Bifliop^ who re- 

con^ 
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commpnded you, would not have given me 
the Chara6tcr he has, did he not know it 
was what you realy merited. 

I told his Highneis he might command 
me, and Ihould find I w^uld not give that 
right reverend Prelate caufe to repent his 
good Opinion. I fincerely believe it, replied 
the Vice Roy, let me iee you To-morrow 
pretty early in the Morning. 

I took my Leave ot his Highnefs, who 
made ' me a Cqmplcment at the Qofet-door, 
and coming into the Room, with a circular 
Bow to the Company, retired to his Cham- 
ber. 

The L'evy being difmiffed, as 1 was going 
to the Stairs, a Gendeman cryed out, make 
Way for Jiis Excellency Don Scipio Caxero. 
* I turned to him, laying. Envy prey*d 
upon itfelf, an^J, with a fcornfol Smile, went 
diredly4;omy Coach, .which waited at the 
Palace Gate. My Servant had opened the 
^ Door, and I was ftepping in, when the 
feme Gendeman, feixing on my Arm, laid. 
Senior Buhonero^ -f 1 want you to explain 
what you laid to me. Do you think a Man 
of my Birth can eavy fuch a Worm as thou 
art? 

Realy, Senior, faid I, your Good-will or 
Envy arc equaly indifferent to nle^ and 
breaking from him, flung away pretty much 

nettled^ 

* ipanifi) for a Pedlar; f Alfo Pedlar I 
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netledi nay, fo much, thatifReafon, ftcjr 
ping in and checking my Refcntmcnt, had 
not held my Hand, I ihould have made him 
the Return his CompUment deferved. 

I drove Home 5 my Gentleman followed 
and equired for me,- before I had well di- 
gefted his Ihfolence. The Sight of him put 
my Blood into a Ferment ; however, I en- 
deavoured to appear quite calm, and ^civily 
afked him what Commands he had for me ? 
' I am come, faid he, to tell you 'that 
Senior Scipio is a an impertient 'Gavacboy * 
and out of Charity, to counfel him to behave 
with more Modefty and Relped to Gen- 
tlemen of my Diftinftibn, or he may feel 
their Refentment by the Hands of Servants, 
who are accuftomed to the handling a Cud- 
gel, the Inftrument of Correftioh for fuch 
mean. Wretches as he, who would diflionour 
, the Gentleman that fhould condefcend in 
Perfon tb.ch^ftife Kis Impudence with his 
Sword. 

Pray, Senior, faid l/almoft choaked with 
Rage, will your Condefcenfion inform nic 
to whom I owe the Obligation of this lalu- 
tary Admonition ? ' 

It is, faid he, Don Carpio Henriquez Guller- 
mo, Julian PinterOy de la Cafa-blanca^ who 
has taken the Trouble to do you this Ho- 
nour. Then, replied I, Don Carpio^ Hen" 

riquez 
-• Scoundrel 
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rt^aez Gidlermoy Julian Piniero dehCafa^ 
bhnca is Himfelf'a Gamacho. Saying this, 
taking him by the Cpllg.r, thrufting hinr out 
o£ my. Door and throwii^ itto in his Face, 
were the Eflfcfts ofone and' the lame Inftant. 
■ I went into my Counting-houfe, where a 
Book-keeper and four Clerks were conftant- . 
ly employed. The former, looking at nie, 
alked, If I had met with any crofs Accident 
to- ruffle my Temper ? I told him what had - 
paffed, and alked. If he knew this Spark 
who valued himfelf fo much on his Di- 
ftinftion ? The Book-keeper fmiling anfwer- 
-edj Yes, Sir, I believe moft of the Inhabitants 
of Mexico have heard qf hi?n: He is certain- 
ly of a very ancient Family, for, if you trace 
his Genealogy back to the Fountain, you will 
find the firft of his Anceftors not only the 
greateft Man upon Earrii, but at one Time 
the moft virtuous •, that Virtue, however, was 
at lengdi fuUied by his Ambition. 

Prithee, 'faid I, wjio was this famous Pro- 
tcJgenitor of the Family of Cafa-blanca ? *Tis 
poflible, faid the Book-keeper, you may have 
heard of him under the Nanie of Adamy who, 
poflfeflfod all the. Earth,, Immortality and In- 
nocence, by lofing the laft, through Ambition 
of knowing more than was permitted him, 
he forfeits the other two. But, faid I, ^hat 
were his niorc immediate Anceftors ?^What*s 
l^s Portune? What his Charader ? 

His 



Don Alphonso Blas. 13^ • 

His^ Grandfather, rtplkd the other, was a 
Shoemaker in Cajiile^ who, being but a Bung- 
ler in his Bufineils confequently getting little 
to do, lifted himfelf for a Soldier. 1 knew 
him when I was a Youth -, and in my Days 
never few a more beautiful Figure of a Man. 
He was very tall and finely proportioned ; 
had a g^uceful Air, and genteel Manner of 
Bdiaviour. What others acquire, by the 
Help of diflferent Mafters, was in him natu- 
ral ; his Face was of a fine Oval; his Coun- 
tenance fweet, yet awful ; his Nofe of a juft 
Proportion -, his Forehead high and large j 
his Mouth fmall J his Teeth white; his^ 
Complexion^ rather too fine for a Man; his 
Eyps black and fparkling -, ,his Hair of the 
fame Colour, long thick and falling on his 
Shoulders in large Buckles ; his Voice man- 
ly. To thefe Advantages of his Perfoii he 
had a lively Wit, excellent Senfe, an oblige 
ing Temper -, was cool, fedate and extreme- 
ly-brave-, of which he had often given Proof 
in the King's Troops againft the Infidels in 
Europe, efpecially, at the Battle of J^anto^ 
where he diftingnifhed himfelf in a particu- 
lar Manner, by boarding a Turkijh Galley, in - 
which he maintained a Fight for ibme Mi- 
nutcsy , with the Slaughter of feveral fhtrkS' 
before he could be feconded; 

Eton Jobn of Ju/lria^ his General, after 

the Vi(5tory enquii7e4 ^^ ^^ brave Soldier 

had 



140 TiS^ LIFE of 

had efcaped with Life ? and on being anfwa-- 
ed he had, and belonged to his Highaefs's 
own R^ment;,he farther enquired, if he was' 
wounded? On being informed fo (lightly that 
it:did not confine him, the General faid* ho 
mpre than, I rejoice at it. . 

The next D^y but one, Don John lent for 
him » gave him the higheft Commendations 
before the Generals, . a large Purfe of Gold 
with all found on board that Prize he had 
firft boarded, belonging to the Turkijh Com- 
mander, which was a confiderable Booty : 
his Difcharge from die Service, and a Letter 
to the King, orderinjg him to get to il&- 
drid as foon as polfible, and deliver it into 
his Majefty*s own Hands, ^' 

THe loft, no Time in executing thcfe Com- 
mands, and, by telling the Lord in waiting 
his Errand and Inftruftions, gained eafy Ad- 
miflion. . 

The King, having read the Letter of his 
Kghnels, gave the Soldier his Hand to kifs ; 
commanded him to bis at Court that Day 
fe*jinight, and to enquire . for the Lord of the 
Bed-chamber,, who fhoukl have Orders to 
admit him. 

i TheDay appointed he waited upon,and was 
introduced to the King, who did him the Ho- 
nour to'iafk the Particulars of the Batde. He 
anfwered, that he was incapable of giving his 
Msyefty any other Account than their having 

• ^ attacked 
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attckcd and beaten the Infidels, with the Di- 
vine AlEftance, which, he hoped, would e- 
ver acc6mpany his M^efl-y's Enterprizes 
that, being a private Soldiet, he was intent 
only on obferving and executing the Onn« 
mands of his fuperior Officers. 

*Tis well, faid the King', you convince me, 
that Modefty aiid Bravery are infeparaUe* 
His Majefty condcfcended to enquire whence, 
and what he was, before he took Arms; of 
whidh he gave his Majefty an ingenuous Ac- 
count, and the King replied *Tis Vcrtue 
that truly ennobles 5 go to the Secretary of 
War, I have mentioned you to him, and at 
Night be prefent in the Drawing-room, 

On his Difmiflion from the King, he went 
to the Secretary of War's Office, fen t in his 
Name, and was immediately called for. 

At his Entrance, the Secretary met, cm- 
braced him, in the Prefence of feveral Gene- 
ral Officers and Colonels, and put him to 
the Bluih, by the Character he gave of his 
Bravery, after which he added, I have the 
King's particular Commands with regard "to 
you. His Majefty makes it a Maxim to en- 
courage Vertue by his Munificence. Let mie 
fee you at this Hour To-morrow ; come di- 
re6Uy to, and knock at my Door; I will 
take care you ^ fliall meet with no Delays. 

On his fteond Vifit to the Secretary,he put 
into his Hand a Patent of Nobility, a.Coni- 

miffir 
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tttiffion to r^fe andcomnmnd an Itidepen- 

. dant Ck)mpany of an hundred Meq-, which 

he was to carry to Mexico. (This was as good 

' asa R^ment'in Spain^ and a very: particular 

-fFaVQur.) With thefe, an Order on a Banker 

for Money tQ noa^e and and cloath thefe Le- 

~'nes,';aiKi a Purfe of a Thou&nd Pifloles, to 

/fiirmih out- his own Equipage, concluding 

with his Advice to frequent the Court, while 

I he continued at Madrid. 

He did not fail in this Point, without ne- 
c^e£ting the 3ofineis of his Levies, which 
5fcc fi)on compleated, in 'Madridy having 
-.met with two of his Comrades,, brave Fel- 
lows, whom he made his Serjeants, - and 
:who were very induftrious in the raifing 
c Men. 

When he. had compleated his Company, 
' hfr acquainted the Secretary of War, who 
-^was, furprized at his Expedition. 
^ The King, next Day, in the Circle, bid him 
; order his. Company to march to Caks^ under 
uthe Garc of the Subalterns, whom he had ap- 
< pointed,: as the- Floki would' fail in a Ihort 
-Times butfaid, that he. himfclf had Per- 
imiffion to follow ihem, when he thought 
proper. , 

He anfweredi with Thanks for his Ma- 

jefty's Indulgence, adding, he jhad his Royal 

:Mafter's, Service -only in View ; wherefore 

he would himfelf march his Company to the 

Port, 
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'P«t, aridjMN-wjfh it V'lh^t?mthjlall)ays, 
, fc fhoujd'feafve eiffcry'37huig'for thdrMaoih 
in' Readincfs, -rWQuid 'fet out on r^ I fourth, 
and ^yed'Hfay@n to fliower its choicftR: 
Bld^Qgs jUp(^ Hf)isT]V1[ajc£;y, ^and hisi/Bfiqfbl 
'Family, lihe ':KiQg» qcteridi%. hiaiiiiddy 
--^llich he^had/Ch^^HctnouT'to >kiis; nsRiflied 
him a profpenws''V(^agc. . . / 

^I gftve you a^Dcgfeription of:liiisfMan*s 
7Perfon and /Temper; youvwdlf£nd,:by.tke 
. Scqud/ thisr Pidiii^wasAnccef&ry. 

In their Voyage a'^eaiatifol /YiwadijiJwJio 

had lifted iniidis GompaiiLy, rand of whvinDiie 

- hadi taken .pair tioilaf Notice, ^fdlifick. /as!tke 

. Siii^eon thought him ii) Danger, Cafa^^Bianca 

•.ordered the Lad toi)e bwaaj^t into ;hi5\aswrn 

• Cabin, • &Tdtha> tabe ©nuide for him' of; Mot- 
r mn- and . Fowls, and-tofekigneati GarejfoD^his 

Recovery: , . i - 

The Yxnith fectn^d to ha;ve afetrdedMfelan- 

choly, which his Captain attributing:} to .a 

, Regret for leaving, 5/«i>i, to encairage^faim, 

. promifed be - would fign Jiis Difchargc,^ and 

. that he flitnafd retiTrn with th€'fe.ni>e Heet. 

\^ ill you then/ faid the Youth, .fend, me 

back? v- You may depend' on my Wordcnce 

• ^-ven, anfwcfred Cafa Biancq. You thenj fend 
me, faid the other, to certain Death. ^ 1 can- 
not quit, you and fupport Life.: Having .faid 

• this, he fetched a.deep Sigh. 

The 
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The Captain, furprized, alked him, What 
he meant by thefe Words ? I will tell you, 
replied the other, raifing himielf in his Bed. 
I am not what I iappear,. though my Drefs 
» has di%uifed my Sex, I am the Daughter of 
Emanuel JMendoza^ the rich Banker, with 
whom you deah, and who paid you the Or- 
ders of the Secretary of War, 

The firft Sight of you made art Im- 
preflion, whi^h funk deeper every Time I 
law you ; and my Pafiion became fo violent, 
that, liad you left Sfaitfy and me in it, I 
could not have liirvived your Departure; 
wherefdre I refolved, in Men's Cloatm, to lift 
in your Company for America^ that I might 
have the Pleafure of feeing and being with 
you*, but I found the longer 'keeping this 
Secret would be as fatal, as your leaving me 
behind. ^ - 

Madam, laid Cafa Blanca^ I am forry the 
Honour you do me, has made you take a 
Step, which may dhtw cjniel Cenfures on me, 
ana your own Vertue, of which, however, I 
will be a Proteftor, and a juft Guardian. 
Take Courage, Madam, you (hall 6nd me 
a true Soldier-, I mean, incapable of any 
Thing ungenerous; or bafe. Endeavour to re- 
gain your Healthy if you would not reduce 
me to the languifhmg Condition, you are now 
in : for my Gratitude, had not your Beauty 
the Effed: it has. Would make ypur Lofs in- 

' • •/ fupp^r table 



* 

I 



Don Alphonso Blas; 145 

fiipportable to me; He embradsd her, lay-- 
ing this, in Hopes, flattering thofe Ihe had 
formed, might contribute to her Recovery, 
as. indeed it did ; for (he grew daily better, 
and was in few Days able to take the Air up- 
on the' Quarter-Deck. 

• In the Interim, .a Galm happening, Cafa- 
BUrnca was invited to dine on board the Ad- 
;inirar of fix Men of War, Convoy to the 
Fleet, which were to leave them at the Cape 
de Verd Iflands, and return to Spain. After 
Dinner he took the Admiral afide into the 
Steer^e, and acquainted him with this Af- 
fair, alking his Advice, and whether he was 
not of Opinion he ought in Honour to fend 
her backunder his Care. ' 

The Admiral anf\yered, it was a natter 
of fome Delicacy ; that he could not fo Sud- 
denly advife him what Courfe to take ; that 
he feared the young Lady would, by no 
means, confcait to this-, and if fhe was forced, 
' it might be of fatal Confcquence, fince her 
. Paflion had had liich violent EfFedls by its 
being concealj^d : that befides, her Rcpiitfi- 
. tion would be quite ruined ; for the World 
would judge, his fending her back, pro- 
ceeded^ rather from his being latiated wich 
her Poflfeffion, than from a Principle of Ho- 
'nour; but, added the Admiral, if the Calm 
continues, I will dine on Board* of you To- 
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Morrow and in the Interim, I will cc»ifider 
what is beft to be done. 

That Night a brifk Gale fprang up, and 
\conrinuing rill they reached the before-men- 
tioned Iflands, they hadnot, till then, an Op- 
portunity to fee each other. 

The Admiral there advifed his commnni- 
catrng this Secret to the Captains of the other 
Men of War, who alfo returned to Spain-*^ 
to get the young Lady's Declaration, and 
his own Affidavit drawn up, that he was 
ignorant of her Elopement ; that he had not 
attempted her Honour; that on the contrary, 
he would be her Protector, and, if her Father, 
confented, would marry her in the Face of 
the Church, or, if he defired it, fend h^ 
back by the firfl: Ship from la Vera Cruz : 
adding, that he would acquaint her Father 
of what had pafled between Caja-Blanca and 
himfelf. 

This Counfei was embraced. The young 
Lady not only made fuch Declaration, but 
moreover would confirm it with her. Oath 
before the Governor. 

Cafa-Blattca bought for her Woman^s Ap- 
parel ,und fhe threw offherRegimentalsjwhich, 
when returning, to her Captain, fhe told 
him, that Glcathing, and what he had bought 
for her, being o much out of his Pocket, 
k w^as rcafoftable fhe ffruld re-imburfe him : 
putting'into his Hands a Parcel of large D ia- 
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jnppds y adding, that tjicy were her Grand- 
mother's Legacy, and never the Property of 
her Father, of whofe EfFcfls ftie had nor 
taken a Real. Cafa Blanc a anfwered, that 
\it would lay them up for her. 

]W^hen they arrived at la Vera Cruz^ as 
that is reckoned an unhealthy Spot, the Cap- 
tain carried his Female Recruit with him to 
Mexico. There fhc entered into a Monaftry 
.to wait her Father's Refolution, her own be- 
ing to take the. Veil, if he was averfe to her 
-:BSirQs. 

The bid Merchant in Spain^ thoroughly 
^ fatisfied of Cafa-Blanca^i Innocence, and 
charmed with his Behaviour, not only lent 
•his Confent to feceive him for a Son in Law, 
but remitted him Goods to the Amount of 
ten Thoufand Piddles, and at his Death }eft 
him double that Sum. This Money he drew 
into America^ and purchafed two large Sugar 
Works. ^ ■ 

The Captain and his t^ady lived happily 
together. They had but one Son, whom' 
tl\ey outlived. He left the Gentleman in 
Qjeftion, and his elder Brofher, both of 
them born of one Mother, the Daugh- 
ter*of Don DiegoPintero^ defcended from one 
of the Soldiers of Hernando Cortez^ who fettled 
in the Country. 

The Defcendants of tbsfe Soldiers flilc- 
themfelves' Conquerors, and are extremtl/ 
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proud of the Title, to which they think that 
of Grandee s inferion 

Old CaforBlanca hit to his elder Grand- 
fon all his Eftate, and gave the younger a 
Fortune in Money, which he foon diffipated 
by his Love for Play, his prefent only 
Support. ^ ./ ^ .. 

His Charafter is the reverie of his Grand-^ 
Father's : for this Man is very vain and^ emp- 
ty, quarrelfome and timid^ though he 
is a moft terrible Fellow, where he thinks 
his AfTes Ears have hot difcovered the Lion's 
Skin to be no more, than a borrowed Co- 
vering. His elder Brother has, by his Be- 
haviour, gained the Efteem of all who know 
him i and this Spark, the Contempt of all 
his Acquaintance^ except fuch as are of the 
fame Mould, of which there are many in 
this City. 

Thefe are capable of a private Murder, 
biit will never face an Enemy in. the Field ; 

. wherefore it Would be imprudent in you to 
be out of your Houfe when 'tis dark, if you 
are not well armed", and guarded by fevehil 

. Servants. You have, befiides the two who 
attend your Perfon, 'always a^fufEcient Num- 
ber of your Muletiers in Town, to prote6t 
you againll Ivifults. 

The next Morning I waited on the Vice- 
Roy, according to his Command. He de* 

• fcred I wculd lay out for" him twenty Thou- 

land 
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fand Crowns in luch Merchandize, as might 
turn to a better Account in Spain^ than Pieces 
of Eight, if he feht them. 

I told his Highnefs, I was very ready to 
obey his Commands, and Would (hew him 
the laft Letters from my Correfpondent. 

He feemed pleafed with my Candor, and 
cxprefTing a Defire to fee them, I Jent one 
of mjr Servants with Orders to my Book- 
keeper, to bring them, Thefe fpecified, what 
American Goods were, at the Time of his 
Writing, in greateft Demand^; but left it to 
me to govern myfelf by the Quantities of 
the refpedive Goods 1 fhould obfcrve ihipped 
for Spain. 

When his Highnefs had' read thefe Let- 
ters, he faid, I am ftill in the Dark •, for, 
no doubt, other Merchants Iiave the fame 
A.dvicc, and the Markets in Spain may, at 
the Return of the Fleet, be glutted with what 
is now wantedr How fhall I learn which of 
thefe Goods are .fliipped in the Jeafl: Quan- 
tity? - 

lanfwcred, that I had eonftant Advice. e-. 
very Week, from my Correfpondent at la 
^ Vera Cruz^ of the Qualities and Quantities of 
what Goods came out of the Country to that 
^Port, to be put on'bpard the Fleet; that 
as yet very little Cochenik had been ^nt, 
except what was on my Account •, and as I 
had greatly magnified that Quantity, pre- 
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150 "The tlf 'Eof^ 

tended I had miich more to fend, and had 
refufed,publicklf, to buy of that Commodity, 
though my Agents, underhand, bought up 
all they could, I wiasf of Opinion, there would 
be but very little fent by any other Trader: 
I r therefore thought, he could lay out his 
Money in Nothing which would {o well an- 
fwer. 

But, 'laid his Highndfs, won't my fending 
that Commodity, hurt your Intereft ? I al- 
fured him, the Sum of twenty Thoufand 
Crowns would make but little Difference 
in the European Markets. 

Well, replied the Vice-Roy, do me»th6 
Favour ' to manage for me j confign it t6 
yojr own Corrcfpondcnts, and order the 
jketurns in what you fhall jtidge propef. 
There is that Sutfi, putting a Draught in 
iiiy Hand on a Merchant in the City. 

I received, laid it out, and fhipped the 
Cochenile.' Luckily it arrived at* a Time that 
Commodity was very fcarce ; and the Returni 
made me, on that particular Parcel, I fold 
for fixty Thou&nd Crowns in MexicOy of 
which I gave his Highnefs an Axrcount. He 
was extremely fatisfied with a Profit of two 
hundred per Centj and defired I would again 
employ that Sutn ; but I told his Highn^efs, 
that he muft riot expefl: fuch Profits would 
often accrue, and ought to efteem this as an 
extraordinary Accident, 

CHAP. 
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^ Defig% of affajfinating Sclpio, difco^ 
verea and punijhed. 

I Heard Nothing fiiom Cafa-Blanca ^ of fo 
long a Space, that I not only forgot the 
Advice given me, but even thought no more 
of him. For about a Month or five Weeks 
i was upon my Guard, and either came home 
early, or well attended. Never having been 
- attacked^ T thought the Precaution as ufelefs 
as troublefome, , and grew more carelefs ; but 
I found I had to deal with a Man, who, 
though he durft not revenge the rough Treat- 
^ ment I gave him, ^by calling tnejnto die 
Field (which Cowardice he would have co- 
vered over with the tnequality between him 
and a pedlar, as 1 was termed by my En- 
vyers) yet he could ftomach it. 

About twenty Days -after J had lain afide 
my ufual Precaution, I was fent for to the 
•Vice-Roy about two Hours after Dinner.' 
He had hardly Ipolce to rae, wjien Word 
was brought him, that ibme of the M^gi- 
ftratcs defired immediate \Audieace. Leaving 
me in his Rooni^ he defired- 1 would wait his 
Rotujtni 4:)ut^t happened not be till near 
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three Hours and a Half after, which I was 
inwardly vexed at, being, by Engagment, 
to fup that Night with a Friend, as it was 
his Saint's Day,' on which' he always made 
•a grand Entertainment. His Highjiefs, at Hs 
Return, told me, he was lorry I had waited 
' lb long ; but, as I knew he could not negleft 
his Ma)efty*s Service, he did not queftion I 
would excufe him ; however, continued he, 
J v/ill no longer abufe your Parience ; go 
and fup with Don Melchior^ to whom, I 
• know, you are engaged, and be here To- 
morrow early, 1 want to fpeak to you about 
a Matter of Moment. 

I took my Leave of his Highnefe, and 
drove to my Friend's Houfe, where he re- 
ceived me with an Unufual Joy ; and I re- 
ceived Compliment from all the Company 
on my Efcape. 

Efcape ? iaid I, What mean you Gentle- 
men? Why, faid Don Melchior^ Mafter of 
the Houfe, we heard the younger Cafa-Blanca 
was determined this Day jto fight you, on 
Account of fome Affront you put upon him. 
He has long,' replied I, been coming to fuch 
a Determination, and, I believe, will be yet 
longer; but, whenever he does, I fhall not 
think myfelf m any Danger. But, faid one 
of the Company, the Apprehenfions you 
were under on his Account, made you for 
fome time keep good Hours, or be well 

guarded 
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guarded when you did not. I replied, it was 
true J but Prudence againft an AiSaflin 
ought not tp be accounted Fear. Wi^h a 
brave Man I (hould not have made ufe of 
fuch Precautions, they would have been ufe- 
lels; but Don Carpio, with half a dozen 
. Names more de la Cafa-blanca^ was reprefent- 
ed to me in a different Light 5 nay, as ca- 
pable of dabbing a Man in the dark. I an- 
fwer for it, feid anodier, he is incapable of 
perpetrating fuch a Villany, 

No, added I)on Melchior^ I will forfeii 
all I am worth, whenever you receive any 
private Hurt from that Gentleman. I an- 
fwered, that I was then forry I had injured 
him in my Opinion. The Suppe^ being 
ferved in, this Topic was dropped, and no 
more refumed that Night, which we ipent 
very chearfuUy. 

Tiie next. Morning I went to pay my Du- 
ty to the Vice-Roy. When I was at the 
Clofet-Door, he looked out and faid. Senior. 
Scipioy, I had fomething jo fay to you ; but^ 
as the King*s Bufinefs now engages my Time 
and Attention, go in my Name to the * Jl^ 
ca/de Mayor de Jufikiay he will acquaint you 
with the Affair. I drove thither, and lend- 
ing in my Orders, was pondu6ted to the -^- 
calde'*^ Chamber. 

H 5 He 
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He mack me fit down, and piling for an- 
other Cup, being himfelf at Breakfaft, iaid, 
SSniot Scipie^ when you have taken yoi^r Cho- 
colate, I muft halve a littjie Difcourle with 
you. . The Diftion* / tnuft have a lUik Dif- 
courfe with you^ confidering who pronounced 
it, would have given me a Palpitation of 
Heart, had I been eonfcipus of any Guilt 5 
but as I waa quite clear, I heard it with }n- 
difFerence, 

The Table being removed*, and the Room 
left to us, the Alcalde began thus — Senior^ I 
have been informed there is a fecrct Enmity 
between you and 'DonCarpio. de la Cafa-blanca^ 
I am obliged, by the Duty of my Poftj to be. 
vjgilant that neither the King's Jufticte be 
infulted, nor his' Subjeds Lives endangered. 
If I would, as becomes an upright Judge, 
perform the Functions, I muft endeavour 
rather induftrioufly to prevent Duels and 
Aflaffinadons, than be ievere in punilhing 
Duelifts "and Murderers. 

I diftinguifti, becaufe I know the World 
p us a wide Difference between them, thoiTgh, 
A own, 'I feeonly this Dillinftion to be made; 
the Duelift, led on by romantic Notions 
of H6no\;ir, iiirows off Religion, denies Chri- 
llianity, which teaches brotherly JLx)ve, Mild- 
nefs and Forbearance -, and, deferting the 
Banners of his Redeemer, litis under tliofe 
of the Prince of Parknels, fetting Body and 
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Soul at Stake, to be revenged.on his Encm/, 
and drag him down with . himfelf to the 
I)epths of eternal Mifery: while the other, 
alfo a Renegado to hisGod^ confults his pre« 
fent Safety, and endeavours to kill Body and 
Soul, mth Security to his own Life. 

Excufcs my having lain thefe Confiderations 
before you, as the Nature of the Informal 
tion I have received, exafts it from me. 
. I muft now afk you, and I promife my* 
felf, from the Char^fter yoi> bear, that you 
will be ingenuous; What is the Quarrel be- 
tween you and Don Carpio ? What is the 
Caufe? ' 

I anfwered, my Lord, I will not deceive 
you in your Expe6tations, but give an Ac- 
count of all I know, without the leaft Pallia- 
tion. This I did, and proceeded ; I have' 
no Quarrel to Don Carpio^ and am forry he 
has any to me. If he .was not inftigated 
by Envy to infult me, I am not confcious, 
that he can 'allege other Caufe. Ever fince 
I have been in America^ my mercantile A6 
fairs have engroffed my Time and my- At- 
tention ; and, if I had not been fent for by 
the. Vice-Roy, I am latisfied, I ihould have 
given no Man Uneafinefs by my appearing 
at his Court, ^ 

Senior ScifiOy I believe you have made a 
candid Relation, Excufe ine, if I put Ibme 
Wh^r Queftions to you, which I think, nay^ 

H 6 
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I am pretty fore, I could anfwer to my fclf ; 
but, notwithftanding, I am obliged by , my 
Poft, to require your Anfwer. Did you ever 
fend to, or receive from Don Carpio any 
Challenge? ' 

My Lord, Never.* I own, the QiTcftion 
furprizes mt — You are fure you never fent 
him one? — I am fore, my Lord, it never 
canie into my Thoughts ; the Treatment I 
gave him was, in my Opinion,' a fofficient 
Reparation of the Infolt I received from 
him- — You never, confider Senior^ received 
any from him ? Never, upon my Probity — 
It fufEces, I expeded thefe Anfwers ; I muft, 
however, afk one Queftion more. Do you 
know any thing of a Defign to affaffinate 
Don Caf-pioi^-Hc^ytns prefer ve, me from 
falling low enough, for any Ruffian thinking 
me a proper Perfon to be confcious of foch a 
Villany 1— That is no categorical anfwer — • 
Thcn^ my Lord, I never, directly or Nindi- 
reftly, heard of the bafe. Defign, and I be* 
lieve, he diat had a Confcience black enough 
to let him harbour it, would fcarcely make 
me his Confidant. 

Nov/ hear me: Don Carpio^ with fix of 
his Comrades, Men of difiblute Lives, com- 
mon Qamfters, yetter day, after Dinner, ttok 
a Room iil a Tavern ; called for Wine, and 
theic concluded upon aflaffinating you, at 

your 
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ycHir Return from Don Mekbi^s^ where 

they were righdy informed , you were tx> fup. - 

When they had drunk two or three Bofr. 

ties, and appointed the Hour for ^heir meet- ' 
ing in the. fame Room, they called the Land- 
lord, ordered him to keep it for them that 
iEvening ; and, paying their Reckoning, fe. 
parated. 

That Day an Jndiafi Slave, who had an- 
gered his Matter and apprehended Cor- 
reftion, hid himfelf, in hopes that his Pat 
fion being over, he might hear him in his 
Juftification. The Place the Slave had chofert 
toabfcond in, was the very Room, thefe Gen- 
tlemen drank ^nd confulted in, where he' 
had concealed himfelf under a Side-Table^ 
covered with a large Carpet, which reached 
to the Ground. , 

As foon as they were gone, he appeared, 
and fiibmiflively laid to his Matter, 1 beg 
Pardon for my Fault i but 'twas poffibly a 
Providence, that I- was guiltyof it. I have 
fomething of Moment to tell you, which, I 
beg, you will hear with Patience and en- . 
deavour to fave an honett Man's Life. If, 
when you have heard me, you f>leafe to in. 
flidl a Punifliment for my Negligence firft, 
and my av9iding you afterwards, Ifjibmit 
to it. 

The 
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Tiic, Maftcr bid bim proceed ; and wtm 
he-had he^d the Slash's Story, bicHight him 

40 me^ 

I viilted the Room,: and law it very poi^ 
£ble for a Youth txx h& concealed where he 
^d he lay .aU die Tkne the 'Company 
with Don Carpia cdntiniied d^ere;. The Ma-- 
fter and his Family attefted that they could 
Bone of th^n finid him for fome Time be- 
Ibre, and during their Stay, thou^ he was 
wanted in his Bulinelis, and ofcen called 
. TJhe Tavern-keeper . knew evety one of 
the Aflaffines, and where they bdged, hav- 
ing Q&tti fent Wine to their refpeftive 
Quarters. I impofed thefe People Slence ^ 
acquaintc4 the Vice-Roy, and defired he 
would command aGuard to fecure the Rujffians 
at one and the fame Time, as I ima^ 
^fted fand asit h^pened) they w^re retired 
CO their refpeftive Homes for a * Siejlo. 

Three Men with Piftols under their Cloaks, 
were immediately ordered to their different 
J^odgingf?, to fecure and carry them with all 
p(krible. Privacy to the Jail. At the fame 
time the Vice-Roy fent for you, to prevent 
your Danger, fearing you might come in 
the Way of any of thefe Murderers, and 
they, heated with Wine, perpetrate' their 
Yillany fooner than propofed. 

His 
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His Highnefs left, you, as not krowing 
by what Preteqce he could detain you, with- 
out telling the Affair, which he was un- 
willing to do, till he was fure the Informal 
lion was well grounded.- 

The AQaffines were all taken feparately, 
and without Noife. They denied the Charge^ 
but the Sight of the Executioner and Raclcj 
brought them to Confeffion. Don €arpto 
•accufed you, as having provoked hnn to it 
by a Blow, and afterwards by lending him 
a Challenge, whlcK he thought below hith tQ 
anfwer. .' ' 

You may now, Sir, go where you pleafe 
in Safety ; thefe Men fhall never endanger 
the Life of any of his Majefty's Subjefts : 
The Example of their Punifhmient will, I 
hope, deter others from ever . entertaining 
Thoughts of perpetrating fuch unnatural Vil- 
lanies. Saying this, he arofe abruptly, as if 
he would prevent my fpeaking in their Fa- 
vour, and withdrew to his ^Clofet. . 

1 now perceived the Drift of the Difcourfe, 
with which I was entertained the Night be- 
fore at my Entrance into Don Melcbior^s, 
My Servants- had been fent for by the AU 
calde^ and examined if they knew any 
thing of a Difference beween Don Carpia 
and me. 

As Tmth has but one Face, the Book- 
keeper and four Clerks feparately examined^ 

ha 
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had ^ven the fame Account . verbatim, 
which I gave him. They were enjoined Se- 
crecy, and faid nothing to me, becaufe 
indeed they had no Opportunity, the beft 
Reafoh I can aUege for their Difcretion, 
with Regard to myfelf ; but they whifpered 
the Story, under the Seal of Secrecy, to fo 
many of their Acquaintance, every one of 
whom refpedtively entruftcdhis Friends, and 
they again theil* Friends, and fo on, under the 
fame Injunftion, that it became a Secret which 
every Individual of the Town was enjoined 
not to divulge. * 

From the jScalde'sI.vftntj as faft as'my 
Horfes could drive me, to the Palace, to 
intercede for Pardon ; his Highnefe would 
not fee me, and fent out Word he was en- 
gaged. 

I was heartily concerned ; the pifcourfe 
of the jikalde made me feac he would pro. 
ceed againft thefe unhappy Men with all 
the Rigour of the Law ; I therefore went 
Home, and wrote a fupplicatory . ettcr to 
the Vice-Roy in their Behalf, and begged as 
a Charity done me, who fhould nt\ cr en- 
joy Peace of Mind, ifthey were condemned 
to die, that he would mitigate the Severity 
of the Law, by interpofing Mercy. 1 con- 
cluded my Letter with entreating him to 
admit me to an Audience* 

His 
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Hh Highnefi read my Letter, and lent 
Word,I might conie to the Palace at three that 
Afternoon. I went at the appointed Time, 
and found the Square before it filled witk 
Soldiers, and Inhabitants. 

In the Middle I law a Scaffold ercfted for 
the Execution of thefe^ intentional Affaffins, 
who had, that very Morning, been tryed, 
convifted by their own Confeffion, and con- 
demned to lofe their Heads. 

The Populace feeing my Coach, and ima- 
gining I came to glut my Revenge with the 
bloody Spedacle of their Execution, began 
to gathdr round, and infult me ; but they 
were foon difperfcd by the Soldiers. 

1 was admitted to the Vice-Roy*s Prefence, 
where, I immediately threw myfelf on. my 
Knees ^ and begged for Mercy with fuch pre- 
vailing Inftance for my real Concern had 
given mc an Eloquence- not only furprizing 
to his Highnefs and the By-Standers, but to 
myfelf, feconded by my Tears, that it wrought 
upon the Vice-roy to change^ their Sentence 
of Death tp that of perpetual Imprifonment. 

However, hfe commanded them to be 
brought upon the Scaffold, and kept igno- 
rant ' of this Clemency till they had made 
the laft Preparations to receive the fatal 
Stroak. 

Having given thefe Orders to his principal 
Secretary^ and heto the Magifttaces and Mini- 

' ' fters 
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fters of Juftice, tjiey were brought from the 
J^ll to the Scaffold, wh^ they behaved 
with fuch Chriftian Decjeiicy aad Compofure, 
g^ greatly: ^e<^ed all t;he Spedators. 

When Don Carfici'% Eyes were bound, and 
he placedtipon hia Knees, the Magiftrate who 
attended the Execution proclaimed the Vice- 
JRoy's Clemency,, which, he faither added, 
was obtained by the inftant Petitions of the 
Perfon, againft whofe Life they had formed 
the Defign which then, made them a publick 
Speftacle. 

, As ibon as this Rx)damatioh was made, 
^hc Elace rang with Shouts, and the Vicc- 
Roy heard the univer&l Beffings d the Peo- 
jjle, nay, even they, who had their Crime 
•in Abhorence, applauded this Aft ■ of 'Mer- 
cy, termed by, all, a juft Scqueljof his High- 
.iifils's Vigilance, which had prevented the 
Perpetration . of the intcddcd Villany. 

The Gentlemen who had heard me ftrc- 
nuoofly plead for Mercy, gping out] of the 
Palace, fpoke of my Interceffion, as an A6i: 
.of the hi^eft Generofity ; arid, the Populace 
.being dam confirmed in the Truth of what 
tJie Magiftrafc had beftjre declared from the 
'Sqtfibld^ were fo changed in their Senti- 
isnentiy.that ^y, who but two Hours be- 
fore would have flopped my Coach, to have 
pulled me in Pieces, would now fcarcely let 
-VL goinrward^ thattbqr might ihoveer Blef- 
i- ' . ' ' fing 
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fings on me. The crael, the implacable, th« , 
blood-tbirfty Scoundrel of a Pedlar, were 
changed to the generous, the human, the 
Ghriftian^like Don Scipio. . 
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^he Death and lajl tVillof the BJhp of 

Guaxaca. 

SOON after I made a Journey to Gua^ 
xaca^ in fcvcrdl Towns of which Pr(>- 
vincc i had fetded Faftors. This Method 
proved a great Eafe to me; , foi^ it reduced 
wy Joumies to a fingle annual one. 

At my Arrival, I found the veperafcblc 
gpod Prekte in a very weak Condition, given 
ovci' by his Phyficians.' 

He was told, that I. was conit fo pay him 
my Doty, on the hearing (rf which he feerhed 
to revive as from* a Lethargy and ordered 
me to be immediately conducted to his Bed- 
fide^ He put ouV his Hand to me, and 
)ing mine, made me fit down in a Chair 
to hisBolfter. M7 »dear -Friend, faid 
he, I atn now upon the Verge of Death, the 
Goal for which we all fct out at -our En- 
trance iftto^thc 'World. The affuredlr^jpcs 




in the * powerful Mediation of our blefled 
Redeemer, that the Sins of my Youth are 
done away, . ipake me wait with Joy the 
Moment'of my Diffolution,,and my prefent 
weak Condition, which my Friends term 
deplorable, adminifters to me the great- 
eft Confolation. Here he was feized with a 
convulfive Fit. I called for Afliftance, 
and he came to' himfelf in about feven 
Minutes. He endeavoured to fpeak to me 
again; but uttered only inarticulate Sounds, 
he held me by the Hand, and lifting up his 
Eyes gave one Sigh, and expired. 

It is impoffible for me to paint the Grief 
I was feized with, or the Cries, the pierceing 
Cries, with which the whole Palace rang. 
The Town in general ^as affeded,^ and 
every Particular feemed to * mourn and la- 
ment the Lofs of a Father. He was fo 
generally beloved, that every one of the 
Town, who had the Means, put himfelf 
m Mourning, 

At the News of his Death, the Governor 
and all the principal Men of the Town 
came mto the Palace to vidt his Remains, 
^nd bewail their and the publick Lofs; The 
Gates were crowded with the Populace both 
Spaniards aud Indians^ and the Air filled with 
Screeches of the poor forrowful Wretches, 
who had indeed loft a Patron. - The poor 
Orphan^ was deprived of <i fecond Father, 

and 
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and the ancient helplefs Widow of another 
Huftand. 

The ncitt Day the Governor, with the 
Magiftrates, met to' give Orders for his 
Funeral: But, liippofing, if he had made 
a Will, that he had therein given Dire<5ti- 
ons ; they adjourned to. the Palace, and call- 
ing for the Steward demanded tho late 
Bilhop's Keys. 

In examirg. his Cabinet, the firft fealed 
Paper that catne to their Hands, was what 

.they fearched after. Upon opening and 
reading it they lent immediately to mc. 
Wlien I came they gave me the late Bi- . 
(hop's Will, and faid they had nothing far- 
ther to enquire into, as his Lordfl^ip had 
made me Refiduary Legatee and fole Exe- 
cutor, That they fhould order Mafles for 
the Repole of his Soul, and offer up their 
Prayers to be blefled with a Succcffor like 
him, though they did not deferve' lb great 
a Mercy. 

The Steward, who was prefent, looking 
on me as his Matter, with all poffible Re- 

- Ip^, defired I would leave my Apart- 
ment, and take up my Lodging in the 
Palace, as it would be more cbnvenient for 
me, and be a Sandion to the Reputation 
of his late Lord's Servants. I thought the 
Man judged right, and refolved to lie there, 

' but without my own Servants. 

The 
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TheGrovemor and Ma^ftrates having left 
me in Poffeffion, nothing elated with my be- 
ing Refiduary Legatee as J was thorough- 
ly grieved for my departed Patron, I fat 
down and read his Will, pf which I will 
read the Copy: 

H IS Holinefs having commanded me ti) return to 
the World'f take upon me theCure of Souls in 
Avc\^iC2k^and fill this then vacantSeeJnObediencey 
I fuimitted to enter- again on that tempejluous 
Qcean^ though I had anchored in a Haven of 
Security^ guarded againfi mofi of the Dangers 
and Perils ^ to which I was afrejh to e pofe 
^felf% and by which I hazarded my eternal 
Happinefs^ if not greatly ajfifted by that divine 
Grace whi^h I daily have^ andfiillAmplore. 
• His Majejiy^ ,always augufi and zealous for 
the propagatmg the true Religion^ confirming 
the Nomination of me^ {unworthy) at the 
'JS, pence of that magnanimous Monarchy I 
came fafe^ God protesting me^ and took Pof 
feffion of . the See of Guaxaca, where I found 
•the Palace furnijhed with every Thing necef 
fary and. groj^y hefid^s a Profuflon of Plate ^ 
and ten Thoufand Pieces of Eighty by an Or- 
der from our Sovereign to bis Treafurer of 
this Province., who t told me ^ the faid Sum his 
\Mujefly had appointed for my Support ^ till I 
Md received, the firji TearU Revenue, of tny 
See. . . :. , . 

. _ • mth 
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' Jf^tb the HfmlUiy nnd fbankfulmfs' Ate 

from fa wean ^a Skb/eiSf^ I received bis A&- 

Jifftfs cbaritabk- B^nmty^ ' and interpreted it; 

as his Majtfiy always aEts witb deiiberati 

Wifdom^ a fious Gift of tbat Monarch to the 

See of Guaxaca. 

. JVbtrefore I her eh declare^ that I do ^^npt and 
Tte^r did^ lo^ upon or efteem the fame th Be 
my ^particular Property^ or whnt I could dif^ 

?ofeof^ fo as to deprive my Snccefjbrs of the 
Jiu'fruit, without Sacrilege. And I entreat 
the Governor and Magifirates of this^own tb - 
become ^ruftees for my Succeffors of^ the faid 
Goods and Money which ^ as I received the 
Arrears during the Vacancy of the Bifhoprick^ 
J had no Qccafion to diminifh and they will 
find, augmented by the Addition of the Inter efi^ 
4n Deeds of Security on J^tmds, locked - up iH 
the very Coffer which contained his Majefty^s 
Bounty : Where alfo is a Catalogue of all fhe 
Furniture and Plate^ none of which I have^ 
and hope the fame of my Servants ^ embezzled.' 
I farther declare^ that' as I always ' looked up 
^n the Revenues of the See <?^ Guaixaca to^ be 
the Inheritance of the Poor ^ e^ccepting what 
was necejjary fir the Vfe^ of the Churchy 
and toke^p up the Dignity of a Bifhop in an 
hofpitable "Table^ I never appropriated to myfelf 
hit the tenth Part^ for my Salary as their 
Steward^ which I have referved for my Fu- 
neral 
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M£raly and to reward wy Servants ^ai nff Death. 
Hanging made this previous Declaration in 
the Prefence of God, {whom I at t eft) without 
^ Motive of Vanity. 

IGafpar Velazquez, Bift>op if Guaxaca, 
who have, btejjed be tny Creator^ tny 
Death always in View, than wh\ch^ my pre^ 
fent Exijience is not more certain^ to prevent 
fill Difputes that may arife, with Regard to 
what may be fuppofed to have been mine, while 
numbered among the Living, do make tbe fol- 
lowing Declaration, the Sequel of which, I 
jiejire,may be^efteemed, deemed, and taken as 
my lafl fVill and Teftament, though, it may 
be defe&ive, in Forms and Terms of Law. 
jfnd I have, in the Prefence of the fubfcribing 
,WitneJ[es, to whom I r£ad the ^eftamentary 
Part, formally and folemnly declared, that it 
is what I deftre may be complied with, -and per- 
formed, . according to the literal Senfe of the 
Words, being all written with my own Hand, 
andfealed with the Seal, of the Bifhoprick df 

, Guaxaca, this Day of in the Tear 

of Redemption . 

In the frji Place, with a Heart truly con- 

trite, begging the Almighty^s Mercy, I com^ 

^ mend my Soul to that divine Compqffion, which 

not . only refcued ms poor Worms, from the 

^ Captivity of Sin ' and Death, by the Sufferings 

of his bleffed Son, the fecond Perfon of the in^ 

effably 
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effiihJy^ gkrious^ and ihcofnprebenjihle^rimty^ 
etrnialfybleffed •, but witb-holas his Sword of ju" 
ftice^ from executing JudgmerU on a flagitious 
World. 

My Bodyy the Feafi of WormSy when 

abandoned by the Soulj and combining now at 

this Inftant againft it, by taking Part with 

its implacahle Enemies^ the World and the 

Devil^ I leave to be interred at the good 

, Pleafure of my Executor^ herein after named ^ 

'ixHth Regard to the Ceremony of committing, it 

to its Kindred Duft^ defrring at the- fame Time 

that he^ con/tders the Dignity of the Bifhop, 

that he would alfo hm:e an Eye to the Hul 

tnility and Poverty of the Carthufian. 

~ What few worldly Goods and Poffefftons it 

has pleafed God, by the Benevolence ^ Friends ^ 

to bUfs me with^ I mil and difpofi of in 

Manner following t 

Imprimis, What Money I Mve faved out 
of the Tenths of the Revenues of tny See^ 
I dejire^ and will it to be diftributed among 
my Servants. One fourth Part of the Whole 
to be paid to my Steward^ as a Legacy by 
which I acknowledge his Fidelity. The re- 
ntaining three Parts^ I bequeath to be di- 
vided among my other Domefiicks. " 

Item, J will, that fny E ecutor fell my 
Mules, Horfes, Coaches, and every Th tg ap- 
pertaining to them, for defraying the Ex^ 
pence of my Funeral. 

I Item, 



Item, I give U wyfaid ExelMtfr tny Sihit^ 
C«?, the Pufent of my Sifter^ and onfy 
Piece of Plate I can properly call mine. I 
alfo bequeath to ffrf faid Executor and bis Heirs, 
for every my Houfe with all ihe ^Furniture in 
the City of Mexico, given me by the fFiU of 
nry deceafed Frietd Don Geronimo Vafi}iic2, 

It«n, / give to my Sifter my Emerald-: 
Ringy the Gift of bis Higbneji the flce^roy. 

Item, J give and bequeath to the Prifoners^ 
of the Town of Giiaxaca, «0l tke Time of 
' my Deceafcy all my Unnen marked V, wbicb 
J may callrmnty as it is moft of it the Gifts of 
ntf jlc^intance^ to be fold and divided a-\ 
mong the faid Prifoners in Proportion to their 
NeceJJities. The Linnen which I my f elf 
have purchafed ota of the Intereft of bis, 
Mfqeftfs Bounty^, is marked Gy as I deem il 
belonging to the See^ and according^ leave H 
totheX^e of my Succefor. 

ff^atever elfe I have, as wearing Cloatbs 
and Unnen^ or what may hotkftfy be judged 
my Property y I wiU that it be fold and diflri-^ 
buted among the Perfons who fball carry nvf^ 
Corpfe out of the Palace: 

I appoint my Friend Scipio, Merchant at^ 
Mexico, Executor of this my laft Will, 

Having read this Teftamcnt, I waited on 
the Governor and Magiltrates, and defired 

they 
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thiey would command an Inventory of thci^ 
Tmft to be made and take Poffeffion of it. 

I ordered the Funeral to be performed 
in a Manner becoming the Charaifter of Ihd 
Kfliop, which coft twelve hundred Crownil 
more than he had deftincd to that Ufe. Hi« 
Corpfe was attended to the Grave by all the 
Inhabitants of the Town^ who were able to 
leave their Houfcs, every one- carrying a 
white Wajc Taper : It was preceded by all 
the religious Orders. 

I next performed every Particular of the 
good Bi(hop*s Will. The Linnen marked 
V fold for three thoufand Crowns, a Proof 
of his being well beloved. His wearing 
Cloaths and Linnen, with whatever elfe X 
thought his, did not amount to quite three 
Hundred, a Sign of his Moderation. 

When I went to give the Bi(hop*s Legacy 
to the Prifoners, I was not a little furprized' 
to find among them my Indian Dealer, who 
had put me in Che Way of the Inla'nd-tfude. 

Having made the Diftribution, which, fet 
feveral at Liberty, I called him and aiked 
What Misfortunes had fixed him in a Jail j 
and why hp had not applied to me ? He . 
anfwered. That he carried on Trade with 
the Stock of other Indians^- who had en- 
trufted him, and with them hediVidedthe 
Profits. That they having learned, it- was 
by his Inftrudtions a Spaniard had under- 

I 2 t;.ken 
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taken to fwmifh the Country with Goods, 
jealous that others might follow the Example 
and they lofe the Benefit of the Inland-trade, - 
revenged themfelves on him by calling in 
their Money when it was out of his Hands, not 
allowing him Time to gather in his Debts, 
which would have over paid them : but, feiz- 
ing on his Books and Effedts, threw him in- 
to Prifon* I afked the Sum he was charged 
with? he anfwered. It was feven hundred 
Crowns. I made him no Anfwer, but went 
Home and carried him a Thoufend 5 bid 
him fend for, fatisfy his Creditors and come 
tQ my Lodging, which he did the third Day 
after. 

Juguftine^ that was his Name, faid I, as 
you have fuffered on my Account, 'tis but 
juft I fliould make you amends. Come with 
me to Mexico J examine my Ware-houfes •, 
take the Goods you think moft for your Pur- 

Eofe, you fhall have Credit for what you 
ope to difpofe of, -and I will furni/h you 
with the Mules neceflary. 

On our Return to Mexico^ Jugujiine pick- 
fid out Goods to the Value of five hundred 
Crowns, not the tenth Part of what he ufcd 
to trade for. 

. I was fo pleafed with his Modelfty, that I 
made hiiii up a Loading to the A mount of 
five Thoufand, and g9.ve him twenty Mules 
at the Price they qoft^ me. 1 had the Satit 

faction 
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feftion to fee this honeft Indian in the Space , ' 
of tliree Years, in very- happy Circumftan- 
€ts^ and out of Debt. 

I took Poffeflion of the Bifhop's Legacy,* . 
a very large, (lately Houfe, and richly fur* 
nifhcd by the Gentleman who had given it 
to him by Will. 

Soon after my Return from my Country . 
Journey, the Vice-rey fent for me. I wait- 
ed on him ,to know his Highnefs's Com-* 
mands. Making M"ne fit down by him, Se- 
nior Scipio^' faid he. What Money have you 
of mine ? I anfwered, I could not juftly 
tell, without ballancing the Account of G«/- 
krmo'Aldea, ' 

What have I to do with Aldea ? 'Tis 

a feigned Name under which I have kept 
Account of the Bufinefs I have h^d the 
Honour totranfaft for your Highnefs, and, 
in cafe of Mortality, I have made a Decla- 
ration of this under my Hand, fealed up and 
direfted to' your Highnels. 1 greatly ap- 
prove your Prudence and Fore-fight. Do 
you think you have a Hundred-thoufand 

Crowns of my Money ? ^ I believe con- 

fidcrably more : But if your Highnefs fhould 
want more, than your own Cafh, I will ho- 
nour any Draught your Highnels fhall make 
on me. — rl thank you. Senior Scipio. I have 
been advifed by Don Juan Cordova^ to enter 

upon 
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upon a very beneficial Bufinels, which ha 
will nwiagr for mc. 

Indian Maize^ and Eurcpdean Wheat, were 
never cheaper 'than at prefent, as the laft was 
a molf plentifol Harveft. Now by advance 
ing a Real per Bulhel on the Wheat, the 
Spaniards will readily part with all they 
kive; for the enfcing Harveft promifes a 
fine Crop. Don Juan propofes the engrolP 
ing this Grain, and when the Covetouiheis 
of the Spaniards has given it into our Hands, 
we may fet our own Price upon it. What*$ 
your Opinion of the Projeft ? I own with me 
it bears a good Face. 

I begged his Highnefs would excufe me 
from otfering Ifty Sentiirtents on an AflSiir, 
in which I was not converfant He infilled 
on. my fpeaking fincerely my 1 houghts. J 
avoided it as |t.pg as I could with Decen- 
cy ; but findifi§* myfdf under a Ne^effity, 
though I feared the Confequence, I told his 
Highnefe, the Projeft would certainly bring 
a great Deal of Money, and I fliould ap- 
prove it, did I not fear fome ill Eficds 
might follow the -putting it in Execution. — 
What Ul Effeds? 

If by the Imprudence of Don Juan^ or 
your Highnefs refufing to regulate the Price 
of Corn, when it is wanted, and held by 
him at an exorbitant Price, your Highnefe 
flieuld be fufpefted to be concerned with 

him. 
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hks\y it may caft a Kemifli oa that excel- 
lent Character you have acquired by your 
Juftice and Moderation* Befides, I appre- 
head the engrofling Cdrn, may caafe Mur« 
xnurs, if not a Tamalt among the People. 

I find, Senior Sciph^ yoa are as 6t for the 
Cabinet as ._tiie Connting-houfe ; t mult 
have you added to his Majefty's Council of 

- He fpoke thk with a Sneer of Contempt, 
and added. Pray draw out JldeaH Account, 
and let me know whether you arc in Cafh . 
to pay the Ballance. 

I told his Highncfi, that my obeying his ^ 
Commands to fpeak my Opinion, and that 
with Sincerity, had, I fearec;), made me incur 
his Diipleafure. Not at all, Semox Scipio^ 
replied he, I love plain Dealing, and a Man 
who forefees Coniequences *, tlidugh I muft 
own, I am fur^^-ized that you apprehended 
nothing for yourfelf when you excifed the 
People by cngroffing the Oils of the Fleet. 
You will go Home, and brirg Ine whac I 
require in two Days. • 

I anfwered, I would not fail ; but in jthe 
Interim, his Highnels wanting any Sum, as 
far as five hundred Thoufand Crowns, I had 
Ca(h to anfwer his Commands ;^ having 
bought no Goods in the Country, and eol* 
k^ed the Bailance of Accounts -among my 

1 4. . Ffl^lors. 
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Faftors.- It is very well. Senior; we flidl 
fee if we want your Friendfhip. 

I took my Leave as foon as poffibly I 
could, for I perceived I had put the Vicer 
roy into an ill Humour, and reafonably ap* 
prehended him my Enemy. 

At my Return to my own Houfe, I 
ordered JSdea^s Account current to be drawn 
out, by which there appeared due to him a 
hundred forty-levin Thoii&nd Pijec'es of Eight 
and three Reals. 

This I carried , the next Day to the Vice- 
roy, and the following Don Juan de Cordo^ 
va came to me with an Order for that Sum 
which was inftantly paid him, . 

I was no more fent for to Court, and as 
I had no Bnfincls I never went thither 5 but 
employed myfelf entirely in my Counting- 
Houfe, intending to fettle all my Affairs 
and return to Europe^ with all poffible Etr 
pedition, not caring to flay in a Place where 
the Reprefentative of th» King, invefted 
with almoft an ajbfolute Power, was my £- 
nemy, at leaft not my Friend. But, having 
many Goods in the Inland Countries, and 
cxpefting more by the next Yearns Fleet, 
which I would difpofc of to the Beft Ad- 
vantage, it was upwards of. three Years after 
I "had taken that Refoiution, before I could 
fettle every Thing, in fuch Manner as not 
to be obliged to. retura to America ; within ' 

which 
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which Space, the Advice of Don- Juan de 
Cordova having loft the^Vice-roy his Dignity^ 
he was recalled upon that very Account. 

Don Juan bought up the Corn at four- 
teen Reals a Bulhel, which was a Real above 
the Market-price^ and fo entirely en* 
grofled the Wheat and Maize, that none 
appeared in the Markets, excepting what he 
fenjt, and held the Wheat at one and twenty 
Reals ; the Maize at a Rate propordonable. 

This at firft caufcd a Murmuring among 
the People ; for the Poor could not pay the 
Price : confequently Bread was as fcarce with 
them as in Time of Famine. They com- 
plained to the Archbilhop, he reprefented 
the Cafe of thefe poor Creatures to the Vice- 
roy, deGring he would, fct a reafbnahlc. 
Price on Cordovans Corn, and coraniand him 
to fend it to Market at the Rate his High- 
nefs fhould fix. 

The Vice-roy replied. That he h^d no 
Authority, except in Time of Famine, to 
force any Man*s Property from him, widiout 
paying the Price he valued it at. 

The Archbifhop argued long, but, find- 
ing it tonoPurpofe, withdre\y; and when 
the ;Poor clamoured about his Gates, the 
next Morning, told them what he had re- 
prefented to the Vice-roy, but feared his 
Highnefs was himfelf too much interefted in 
the Monopoly to redrefi their Grievances* 

I 5 ' One 
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One of ihc Populace, faying Hunger 
wduld break through Stone Walls, the 
ArchUfliop replied, that Cordova?^ Store* 
houfes were but of Brick aiKi Timber, and 
jmmedia;tely ftepped into his Coach, 

This Anfwer from his Grace the People 
looked upon a fofficient Authority to plun- 
der, as they did, his Ware-houfes. 

When they were heated, they went to hi^H* 
Dwelling houfe, with Intention to make hini^ 
the Viftim of their Revenge, for what thty 
had fuffered. They miffed him, who had 
Notice of their Defign -, but they deftroyed 
all his Furniture, and carried off twelve 
Thoufand Ounces in Plate Utenfil's. 

Hearing Cordova was fhcltered in the Pa* 
lace, they furrounded it, and required, he 
fhould be delivered up to Juftice, as a plun- 
derer of the Country, and OpprefTor of the 
Poor, They had fiirprized and xlifarmed the 
Guard at the Palace-gate, and had like to. 
have leized the Palace itlelf, had not (he Vice- 
Roy at the Head of his Servants well armed, 
driven thole out, who had ^ot in, and bar- 
red the Gates againft them. . 

- By this Time they were got together, to 
the Number of, at leaft, five Thoufand, in 
the great Square, firing Balls into the Win- 
dows of rfie Pakce; from whence, and from 
tiie Leads, iiiany were killed with the Shot 
cf theBefieged, 

I 
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: I ha{^ned to have forty Mutetiers in and 
about my Ware^houies and Stables ; theie I 
al&mblcd, and having a Cai^o by me of 
FuzeeSy Swords and Piftolsi, : Fbwder and 
Shot, armed, headed diem and gathering, 
as I went, Ibmc of the Vice- Roy's arid Cor^ 
dov<f% Fiiends, with Inch as apprehended 
being plunderedj'who alio armed theirServants^ 
. marched ti^to the Square, and fell upon the 
Rebels Sword in Hand. 

; My . Company confided of near two hun* 
dred Men compleady armed, and tho' there 
were ieveral Thou^d Mutineers, yet not a- 
bove four Score of them had Fire-arms, 
and few, other Weapons than Clubs ; io that 
i^ve found no great Difficulty to open a Pa& 
^e to the Palace, juft as the Mob had 
brought Fire to bum the Gates. 

Here we met with Ae greateft Refittance,' 
and esxhanged Tevcral Shot with the Mud* 
neers-, but at length drove th^m before 
us, their Amuniuon being fpent. 

.The Vice- Roy's Servants ijQTuedout, and 
leconding us, we ibon cleared the Square, and . 
took feveral Prifoners. The Heads of the 
Mutiny were discovered next Morning and 
hanged, to the Number of fourteen, in the 
Afternoon* 

i tcceived two Mufket-fliot, one thorough 
my Side, the other in ray left Arm, and a 

: I 6 , . large . 
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large Xut on my Head, which provecT a 
dangerou3 Wound, and confined me longeft. . 
The Vice-Roy being informed, to whom 
he ow^d his, and poffibly, the Prefervarion 
of the Kingdom, the Indians jsind CreoUanr. 
bearing an implacable Hatred to the Cafti-. 
lions J and in what Condition I was carried, 
to my Houfe, immediately ordered two of 
the ablcft Surgeons, and his own,Phyfician 
to vifit me i but I had been drcflcd by a. 
fldlfol Hand before they came. 

• The next Day his Highne^ did me the > 
Honour of coming to my Houfe, but my - 
Surgeon faying, it was convenient to leave 
me, as much as poffible, jo my Repofe, he 
only enquired after my Health, as he did 
every Day, by one or other of his Dome- 
fticks. , . . 

His Hi^nefi fent , to la Vera CruZy and 
ordered ^n Advicje-Boat to iail . for Spain^ . 
with all Expedition, with an Account of this 
Rebellion, charging it on the Archbifhop. 
That Prelate, as haughty as the Vice-JRoy, 
fent on Board the fame Boat, a Complaint. to : 
Court ^ainft his Highnefs, whom he taxed ♦ 
with infatiable Avarice,, whkh oecafion^d 
the Mutiny, by bis grinding the Face of the 
Poor. 

In the Vice-Roy'$ Packet be made honou- 
rable Mention of me, attributing .the quel- : 
ling of this Iifurreftion to my Courage and 

fcafonable 
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eafbnable AfliftanGey recommending me to 

his Majcfty's Favour, who did me theHo^ 
nour to oKld* the Secrdtary of State in his 
Letters to mention me, and enclofe a Patent 
of Nobility. 

In the Int^riifi, being well enough reoo-v 
vered tp go about my Houfc, and lee Coin-, 
pany, the Vice-Roy would do me, the fe- 
cond Time, the Honour of a Vifit, He £ud 
a great many handibme Things, and among 
others told me. He wifhed he h^d judged as 
prudently, ats the Sequel proved 1 did, when 
I gave him my ' Opinion* J and concluded, 
with defiriog me to tell him what he could ! 
do that might be agrecabKto me, and fpealci 
the Senfc he had of my Service, in granting. 

My Lord, replied I,"'firice you will re^ 
ward my having done the, Duty of a loyal. 
Subjeft, I have one Favour to beg. I grant 
it, cried he. *Tis to pardon the unhappy! 
Perfons condemned to perpetual Imprifon** 
ment for a Defign on my Life. 

Thisi Requeft, anfwel-ed his Highnefi, is. 
extremely generous in you 5 but may it not 
be crud to yourfelf, .or others, nay, of ill 
Confequence to them, for whom you make 
it ? I doubt the. reclaiming, by an Afit 
of Mercy, Men of fo bafe Alloy, as to in- 
tend a private Murder. Confider, their Li- 
berty may prove the Death, of fonfie innx>cent 
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-md worthy Sidsjoft^ t^oimy £iU under didr 
Rdentmenr. 

. *I hope^ iny < Lord^ replied i, chdr Coo- 
&emcnt snay have dven thema-difiertnt 
Caft of Mind ; and if your Highnc& thinks 
I merit a Reward {which 1 aduiowledge great 
Honour done me) I can a(k no iDd:ier.^ 

Senior Sdpio^ faid the Vice-Roy^ I cannot 
break my Word ; fince you infift upon k, I 
will fend you their Pardon y and, when you 
j^fe, you may enlarge theni, if you think 
not better on it. 

. Three Days after his HighMis inade good 
his Promiie, and I font an lx{^els to the 
elder . Brother of CafiManca^ co defire he 
would &vour' me with a Vifit, on an Afiair 
which regarded his Family, ^^rpriaied at this 
Me0age, he came with my $0*14011. 

. When he waft conducted to my Chamber, 
he th\]& accofted me -^Senior, I am ashamed 
to fee you after what my Brotha: has been 
guilty of and your generous Interceffion,- 
which faved my Family from that In&my, 
the Swprd of the Executiosier would have 
faipught upon it. Tho* innocent of his Crime, 
whidi laid him uiKler the juft Sentence of 
the Law, yet would his Stain have fixed 
one on me and my Poflerity : I £ty. Senior, 
though I blufh'to iee you, yet I would not^ 
dday aay Time, having received ^ypurK^^ 
iage» but inunediateiy took Horfe, and ac- 
companied 
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ccmpanicd your Servant to recdve your Com- 
mahds. « . 

Senior, i:cplicd I, I havfe no Commands* s 
you fee I am not in a Condition to wait on 
you, tho* it is my Duty ; wherefore, faopihg 
you would excufe the Liberty, I fcnt to en- 
treat the Favour of this Vifit, with which you 
are pleafed to honour me, that I mi^t con- 
vine^ your unfortunate Brother I did not 
xBerit either his Contempt or Hate. 

You cannot be a Stranger to the late Tu- 
mult in this City— He anfwered,. lam nei- 
their ignorant of that, nor of the principal 
^rt you 2&sA in appealing it» I dien told 
him what is before related, and gave the 
Pardon into his Hands. 

The Genrieman could hardly believe his 
Ears and Eyes •, and, fuddenly ftarting up, 
etied, Senior! if you expeft I ihould ttiank 
you for this tranfcendant Aft of Gencrofity , 
you muft furnifli me with Words •, for, I ac- 
knowledge, I know not any that can eacpreis 
the Senfe I have of it, or give you a Cha- 
racter, which will not be injunous to, by 
falling vaftly fliort of *that you merit. 

After fome few Compliments were paft, 
he took his Leave, to carry the joyful News 
of Liberty to thofe, who had defpaired of 
ever recovering that grcateft Blefling of Life. 

The next Day, the elder Cafa-blanca^ camr 
in the Name of the Penitents, as he termed 

thefe 
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thde rafh young Gentlemen, tx> dtikc I woold^ 
permit their waiting on me. 

.1 afked. If they had been to. pay their 
'Duty and Thanks to the Vice-Roy. He an- 
iwered,They had jbut his.Highnefs.refufed to 
fee them, till they had firft been to make 
their Acknowledgments to Senior Scipio^ to 
whom alone they were indebted for their 
Enlargment. . ' 

I anfwered, I fliould be glad to embrace, 
and wait on them to his Hig^hefs, on Con- 
dition they would, inftead of returning me 
Thanks, lay afide their Enmity and confult 
their own Welfare, by giving his Highnefe 
no Caufe to repent his Clemency, purfuiiig 
a regular Way of Life for the future. 
, In the Afternoon they paid. me a Vifit. I 
flopped them fhortin their Compliments, by 
laying, If they thought themfelves under ^ny 
Obligation, they would not proceed in what 
gave me real Pain. 1 waited 0|i them to the 
Vicfe-Roy, who gave them a -fevere Repre- 
mand, and very wholelbme Advice. - 

1 rontraded my Affairs as much as pof 
fible, and, as I got in my Money, or had 
Returns in Mcrciiandize from the Country, 
lent them to Spajn^ . with Orders to my Cor- 
refpondent to return me no more Goods. ^ I 
Ibid off my Mules by degrees, of wiich 
Jugujimtook fifty, on nme Months Credit, 

and 
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and paid me hottcftly, at the Expiration of 
the Term. 

While I was thus preparing for my Re- 
turn, Don RUardo Rifa^ a veiy worthy Gen* 
tleman, my Friend, to w,hom I was indebted 
for the particular Regard and AfFedion he 
had fhewn me, from my firft fettling in 
JMexico^ fell ill and died in few Days. 

His Eftate was about three Leagues diftant 
from Mexico. This Gentleman was of an 
hofpitable Temper, very generous, but no 
Oeconomift. His Indolence, in narrowly jn- 
fpecting his Afiairs, added to a ftrong Pro^ 
penfity to Expence, had compelled him to 
mortgage his Eftate for twenty Thouland 
Crowna, to a Merchant in the City of Me^^ 
> ico^ who, having a Mind to purchale it out'^ 
right at his own Price, made the poor Gen- 
tleman very uneafy. 

I, perceiving he had fomething lay heavy 
on his Spirits, enquired what chagrined him ; 
and, if I couljl be of any Service in his At 
fairs, or contribute to his Eafe, defiring he 
would unboibm himfclf and depend on every 
thing in my Power; He told me the Scitua- 
tioh of his ASairs. I advanced him the Mo- 
ney to pay off his Mortgage, and took the 
Security that Perfon had. 

This was about four Years before his Death, 
and none of the Money or Intereft had been 
paid me to that Day. He left four Daugh- 
ters, 
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lets, and his Eftate-to be equaly divided zr 
mong thcm;> after the Payment of his Debts. 

* The young Ladies fent for me^ on the 
Lofi of their Father^ and defired, as I had 
been his Friend, I would take the Trouble 
to inlpeft and fettle their Afllairs. 

^ I allied in all his Creditors, and paid them 
off; their Dennands amounted to four Thou- 
fend Crowns. After this I gave putlick No- 
tice, with their Conferit, that the Eftatc was 
to be fold. 

Several Purchafers offered themfelves, but 
ftont came up to more than fixty Thoufand 
Crowns, which the young Ladies were willing 
to acxept of ; but, as in my Cbnfcience I 
knew it ten Thou&nd Crowns lefi than the 
fcal Value, I bought it my felf, and paid them. 
Counting what was due to me, feventy Thou • 
land. This Eftate; and my Houfe at Mpxi* 
C9^ the Bifhop*s Legacy, I give to my Friend 
Don jSpbonfo Bias. 

* Having fettled all my Affairs by the Time 
of the Arrival of our Fleet with a new Vice- 
Roy, and Commiflioners to examine into the 
fate Mutiny, and, faefidcs, fetisfied my Am- 
bition, I took Leave of all my Friends, fet 
out for la Vera Cruz\ embarked on board a 
prime Sailor, ^nd, without any finifter Ac- 
ddcnt, arrived iafe at Cales in thirteen Weeks, 
from the Time we weighed. ^ • 

^ . • ^hus. 
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Thus, Ladies aodGendemen, I lave ^veii 
an Account, which, I fear, has^ been rather 
tedious than amufingv however, remember 
it was in Obedience to y9ur Commancls* 

He received the Thanks of the Q>mpftny, 
which afliu-cd him his Adventures had been 
a very agreeable Entertakunent. 
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Don Sancho falls ill. 7be Caufe and 
Confequence of bis Ulnefs. * 

AF T EJR the Departure of the Coun- 
t^ and her Daughter, who had given 
a. generous Invitation to .the whole Conniany 
fo fpend Part of the Summer at her Scic^ 
my Brother b^n to afibS: being alooe, ne* 
gloried his Sports, fpoke littk, and ]oft hi^ 
Stomach. This Alteration was perceived by 
us all *, but, as he would not tell the Cauie 
of it, and a Phyfician, whom my Motner 
fept for, could not, his Ulnefs gained ib 
much upon him, that it confined him to his 
Bed in le& than a Fortn^hc Neither the 
Concern and Tendernefs of our Pareacs, nor 
the Friendfliip of Don Alpbonfo could pre- 
vail on him to difclofe the fecret C^ufe of his 

Illnefe, 
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lUnefe, which was difcovered by , my Patron,^ 
who, with my Mother and felf, fitting by 
his Bed-fide, faid, that his Friend Sancho*s 
Indifpofition, if he did not foon recover, 
would prevent the Pleafure he had flattered 
himfelf with, of carrying us all to Ximenes^ 
to make the Gounteis a Vifit of a few Days. 

At thefe Words he faw my Brother change 
Countenance ; his^ languid Eyes feemcd to 
brighten , and fitting up, he laid. That his 
Indifpofition depriving Don Alphonfo of any 
Satisfadtion, would be more afflifting to him, 
than the Illnefs^he laboured under, which he 
would fl:ruggle with^ as much as he poffibly 
could, and hoped a little Time might make 
an Alteration tor the better. 

I hope fo, replied the County endeavour 
to be chearful ; refume your late Gaiety, and 
the Change of 'Air, when you can fupport 
the Journey, may entirely eftablifh you. 
The Signal being made for Dinner, we left 
lum with the old Servant who attended . in 
his Chamber. * 

Vthcn we were in the Drawing-room, 
Madam, laid Alphonfo^ don't be grieved at 
your Son's lUnefs, the Caufe being known, 
tht Remedy is ibon found. 

My Mother anfwered. There lay thcDit 
ficulty^ 'twas that which puzzled the Phy- 
fidahs. 

Well, 
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Weil, rqpfied the Count, I have dxfco- 
vered it ; your Son is in ix)ve ; but whetbqr 
the Counteis or her. Daughter has infpired 
this Paffion, which of thcfe is the beloved 
Objed, I can't fay; but don't doubt, we 
Ihall alfo get to th» Bottom of this Myftery. 

He then gave his Reafpns for his Opinion, 
and the Company agreed that he had rightly 
conje6hired. 

You jUpbonfo^ continued he, endeavour 
to inform yourfelfj whether- I am well 
grounded in the Judgment I make. I fear I 
am, and am ibrry for it, as the young Coun- 
ted is a Fortune of two and thirty Thoufand 
Crowns yearly Revenue ; and her Mother ex- 
tremely difficult, with , regard to Familjf',' 
they never having made a Mis-alliance. How- 
evar, if Love is the Ground of our- Friend's 
lUnefs^ we muft endea^vour his Recovery by 
Hopes ; and if we can find none to gain 
him the PoffefTion of his Fair, Time and 
Reafon muft efFeft his Cure, by getting thp 
better of his Paffion. 

My Patron then gave us the Account of 
the young Lady's Family, which I have al- 
ready nfentioqcd. After Dinner, on our re- 
tiring into the Drawing-room, my Father 
and Doii Scipio took a Turn in the Garden, 
and did not join the Company, till they were 
lat - down to Cards, 

When 



^9^ fBehlFE of 

Vfheh my Father came in, I took him a- 
fide, and told him die Count's Sentiments 
on my Brother's Illnds, and the Rcafbns he 
had ^ven fer them. 

Come, iktd he, you ind I will make the 
|)00r Lad a Vifit, and try to get the Secret 
from hinu 

We accordingly went ; he feemed fome- 
what niore cheaxful, . and thanked us for the 
Favour. ^ ^ 

Tjike Courage, Sancbo^ faid my Father ; 
I thought you had had more Spirit, , than to 
be call down with a flight Indifpofition. 
• I fency. Sir, replied I, we have made 
Choice of a Phyfidah of the wrong Sex ; I 
believe there is a certain fair Lady, who lives 
in the Neighbourhood of Xativa^ could cf- 
feft his Cure fooner than the whole Faculty. 

Is it fo, SancbOj faid my Father ? Sir, re- 
plied he, I have been brought up with fiich 
Veneration f6r Truth, thatlinuft be guilty 
of either the greateft ill Manners and Ingra- 
titude by k^eeping Silence, or muft acknow- 
ledge my Brother has judged right. Ifes, 
Sir, I have found the Charms of the young 
Countefe of JSmenes as irrefiftible, as the Ob- 
ftacles to my Paflion are infurmountablc. 

The Inequality of our Birth (pardon me. 
Sir) makes me dcfpair of ever poflcffing the 
lovely Objc6l of my Defires, and the Vio- 
lence of that Jjove, ihe has infpired is too 

ftrong 
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IJTOfig £9r the JB£)r^ of itiy Reafiix t0 

OVCFCOmQr _ : 

I hope, anfwered Don Blaiy ibe Obftacle 
you mention may be 'renK)ycd with Ids Di& 
ficulty» than yqu have %ir<;d to yoiirtHiEL 
JLook back into th^Cki^n of all Famiiiest, 
even the ^eateft, and we 0iaU find the Lea- 
t;hern-b|tcchc$ j and th^ 'tis Vemic only whkh 
ennobles. 

S&r, anfwered aiy Brother^ JReafbn does 
not guide the World. The Poftcrity of 
great Men are le& prQud of the Viitues, thaa r 
of the Titles they procured, as h evident by 
few praftifing the former, and the major Part ' 
being puiFed up wkh and yaifl of the latter. 
The Man of Merit meanly born will never, ' 
among the Nobility^ be sdlowed to ftand in 
Competition with the Fool . or Froflig^ 
wJiocan -reckon up a loi^ Train of Anc&n 
ll<Hrs dignified by ^Titles and Pofts of Ho- 
nour : But, alas ! S^r, I am not even upcHi 
that Foot: What Merit can I lay Claim to? 

Onifi more I advife you tp take Courage,. 
£^id, my Father, depend gn me, this grud; 
Obftacle ihall vanifh; and, if there is no a- 
ther more difficult to overcome, you may: 
promifc yourfelf the Poffeffion of the Fair 
for whom you languifh. Tis not now pro*, 
per to be more explicite, endeavour to reco-. 
.ver your Health 5 when I fee that eftabli Aed, 
I will demonftrate to you, that thefe are not 

vain 
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Tain Hopes. \ What to cm feems impDflible 
to be accomplifhed, to another may appear 
extremely eafy. 

Brother, faid I, you know fo well my Fa- 
ther's Probity, that, I think, you have no 
Qround to doubt the Performance of fais 
Ptomife. I am fatisfied, he would not pofi- 
dvely alfert, if he was not as fure he could 
perform. 

If my Father's Tendernefs does not de- 
ceive him,' replied SancbOy and make him 

think that feafible which No, no, laid 

Don Bias J I have folid Grounds for what I 
have advanced : Set your Mind at Eafe ; re- 
ly upon my Knowledge, Ejtperience and Ve-. 
racity. As loon as you are fit, to take the 
Journey, we will make a Vifit to the Coui> 
tc& and, I anfwer for it, ,lhe Ihall, with 
Pl?afure, put her Daughter into your Arms. 
- To-morrow I go to UriaSj but Ihall re- 
turn on the third Day ; if then your Health 
permits you to come down Stairs, at the 
J&me Time that I convince, I will Itifpiize 
and plcafe you. Tho' I acknowledge, it is 
die Condition, in which you now are, could 
alone extort a Secret from me, that I have 
hitherto concealed from your Mother, and 
all the World. But too much Talk may 
hurt you ; jilphonfi and I will ftt down, and 
pla^ a Game at Piqued ; the Looking-on may 
amiiie you. 

I 
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I fetched Cards, and wc played fcveral. 
Parties, but my Thoughts were fo bufied in 
conjefturing what my Father could mean by 
the Difcqurfe he had made my Brother, that 
it was impoffible for me to mind my Game, 
and my Miftakes afforded Sancho^ . who 
feemed animated -by what he had heard, not 
a iitde Mirth. 

. We played 'till Candle-lighting, when 
Pon5/fW bidding Sancho to be of good Chear,- 
we wilhed him a rcfrelhing Sleep, and went; 
into the Parlour to the relt of the Compa- 
ny. 'He told Don Alphonfo the Confeffion 
Sancho had made of his being; enamoured with 
the young Countefs; adding, that Alphonfr 
had hit upon the Caufe of tlie fick Man's 
Dift^mper. That he^ my Father had made 
a Promife to my Brother, and to be .able to 
perform it, would the next Morning fet out for 
Lirras^ dcfired they Nvould fafpend their Cu- 
riofity to know why he had taken this fudden 
Refolution *till his Return, which fhould I c 
on the third Day, and tliey fliould then be 
acquainted y/ith .thCrRcafon of his Journey. 

•Supper was loon. after fcrved in,' and we 
fpent the reft of the Evening in difcourfing 
on differelit Subjefts *till Bed-time, and then 
betook ourfclves to our relpeftivc Apart- 
ments.' 

The. next Morning my Father fn out for 
his own Houje, and as he had prom fed re- 

K turned 
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turned the third Day, as we were fitttug idwn 
to Sujppcr. 

After we were retired into the Withdw^- 
ing-rqom. Don Bhs faid, that before h^ 
came into the Parlour, he had made a Viffit to 
Count 'Xifmrnsy whom he fou^nd fo much 
altered for the better, that he hop6d he 
would the next Day quit his Chamber. 

Don Atphonfn ftniled at the tklc given my 
Brother of Count Xhntnes^ and ian^WfeOi* 
that he wifhed wkh all his Heart, his FHet>i4 
Sanchc was as fure cf the Title as he, the 
Count, was fere hie deferved it 

Miracles, fidd my Father, are not ceaftd« 
\ Ihould not, replied the Countefi, dikik 
his becoming Count Xtmenes any thing mi- 
raculoas, fincc the Title goes with the youi^ 
Lady to her Hulband. 

Smcbo is young, handfbnie, and w^ 
bred v has good Scnfc 5 good Natuit -, Wk 
and Addrefe : And what Miracle wodd nh^ 
to fee a Lady diftin^Ih a Xkntlemon (kos 
qualified? ^ 

But, Madam, anfwercd my FaAer, tli«y 
ia^ the Male-line of Xfhiffes h no^ extiiidt; 
and in fuch Cafe, whatever Pretention die 
young Lady may have to the 'Eftate, ftic 
has no Right to the Tick. 

You tell rne News fomewhat furprizing, 
anfwercd my Patron ; fdr I have heard 
ifrom Don Lorenzo de Fckfip^ wfeji is one of 

the 
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the Tmftccs (as Heirs to bis Gwndfether) to 
the I>eed of Setdement, that 'till the Ex- 
tinftion of the Male-Iine of Ximenes^ 'the 
Female cannot inherit, and only two hun- 
dred thoufind Crowns are charged upon 
the Lands to portion the Girlsy fhould 
there be few or many. But whence had 
you your Im:cl%cnce ? 

To-mofTQw fiid my Eather,. you will fee 
the Count Xinmes here. I have bcoughe 
in my ChaiiCt authendck Proofs of his Dcr 
fcent. He is fo much my Son^s Friend, that 
to contribute to his Recovery, he will, if he 
has any Title to the Eftate, renounce it iri 
Favour of him and the young Countefs, if 
her Mother accepts of Sancbo as a Son-in- 
law. 

That is jan unmrallerd Aft of Friend- 
jBjipj lepUcd Pon Juan de Juiella. 

There is a Rcafop, ?infwcred my Father, 
which* when you know it, will abate the 
Wonder. But he requires that yo* Sir, 
(jpjsaking to itiy UiKle) fliould, when San- 
cho is thiis. provided for, transfer the Favoucs 
ypu defied him . to his Brother; 

Oh, replied Don Jmn^ if there were no 
other KtmoTZ^ySancha (houM Jbon be happy. 

You now know the Ground of my Journey^ 
continued Don Blasi To-morrow, two Ad- 
vocates wijl tie here with the Cbunt, who will 
anfirm what he has promifcd. 

K 2 I 
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I was not a little delighted with my Bro- 
ther's good Fortune, abltradtedly from the 
Benefit it gave me a Pjx)fpe£l of as Heir to 
my Uncle's Eilate, (hould^ he die without 
Iffue. 

The Ladies were very inquifitive to know 
where this Count had lain fo long hid? how it 
came to pafs that he did not fooner appear>and 
put in his Claim both to the Eftate and 
Tide ? where my Father had met with him ? 
hovy long he bad known him ? where he liv- 
ed ? what fort, of Man he was ? what bis 
Age ? had he good Senfe ? was he well bred ? 
with a Number of other .Queflions. Don 
Blafs replied, he would give them particular 
Anlwers to their refpeclive Queries ; but de- 
fired they would ?dll Jiext Day excufe him. 

While the Company w^ en^gaged on dif- 
ferent-Topics, l\ who., was on Thorns to 
acquaint my Brother, went direcjllj^ to his 
Chamber, and gave him a minute Account 
of what had pafled. 

Ke embraced rne very tenderly^ ^'^yi'^g? 
that I liad given him new I^ife,'but codkl 
not imagine who, or' whencfe^ this Count 
Xiwenes fliould be, or how, atquairited with 
Don Blas^ fince he had never once 'heard our 
Father mention his Name v which to him 
was furprizing, as there mult necelTarily be a 
great Intimacy, an uncommon Friendfhif) 
between thent, by thc-gcnerous Offer madc1 

but 
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but, continued he. To-morrow will, I hope, 
difclpfe theMyftery, 

Having faid this, he returned me Thanks 
'a. fecond Time for my Infornlation, and 
telling me he was inclined to Sleep, I left 
him. 

The next Morning I found my Brother in 
the Parlour the firft of any -, and, though he 
was apparently weak, he feemed to be free 
from hjs Diftemper. 

I congratulated him upon it ; he anfwered, 
that our Father had- proved the beft Phyfi- 
cian. No, faid I, it was Don Alphonfo who 
made the firft Diicovery of the Caufe, though 
Don Bias applied the Remedy. 

We are born, replied my Brother, to be 
hourly obliged by ^ that Nobleman ; I wifh 
we may, either of us, have an Opportunity, 
t>y fome effential Service, however dange- 
rous, to convince him it is » not Blood alone 
that infpires generous and • grateful Senti- 
ments, and that Vertue is as beautiful in the 
Eyes of fome of mean Extraftion, as in the 
nobleft born. . • 

.. We fhall fee he had the Coinpletion of 
this'Wilh, by an 'Aftion which fpoke Intre- 
pidity, Prefence of Mind, and a fincere Af- 
feftion for our Patron, the generous Don AU 

While, we were in Difcqurfe, I heard ^ 
Buftk 51 Jthe Jlall j and, looking out of the 
/ . K 3 Parlour 
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i*arlour Door, few a Woman, to Appttir* 
ance, dead, and very bloody, b«x3iight in by 
Don jllpbtmfoh Servants* 

We immediately enquired the Meaning of 
it. One of the Servants told \js, that the 
Woman, piirfued by a Man with a dmwa 
'Svado^ ran into the Stables and be^ed JPro- 
tection •, that Ihe th^ere fell dead, and that 
they had -fecured the Murderer, who called 
himfelf her Hufband ; that he told them, he 
had found her in the Embraces of a young 
Man, Avhom fhe dafped very tenderly in 
her Arms! and that, enraged with the 
Sight, he had difpatched the Adulterer, as 
he would have done the Aduftercls, had not 
lier Fears given Wings itJ her Feet^ and the 
Count's Houfe afforded ' her R<:fijge. 

I ordered the Woman to be carried into 
a private Room, fome Female Servants to 
be called, to fearch where her Wound was ; 
a Lackey to take Horfe with all Speed, to 
bring a Surgeon from ValeHcidj and ibme- 
body to rtm and feo', if the Mtsih, fuppk>fed 
to be killed, had any Remains of Lite, and 
might Be recovered ; the Murdfepcr, as I was 
informed, living in the Village, but a hun- 
dred Paces diftant from the Garden- walls of 
the Caftle of Leyva. "** 

What I had ordered, was inftantif per-^ 
formed. The Woi>mn, wlW catfte to feer- 
ielf m fome Iktk Tim^' thougk htoed^^ 

had 
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had no Woun49 ^d the young Mao was 
found ItiU aJive, but weltering in his Bloo^ 
tn the Flocp-a Son^e of the Neighboun be* 
ing called in by Doa Alpbanfo's Servants, 
lurched ham, 4nd finding he had received 
a Wound in bis S^^k, quit thorough the 
Body,. endeavQuted, by fuch Means as they^ 
could procure, to. ftaunch his Bleeding, bind 
him up, and put him to Bed. 

Don Alpbanfa and ^ Ladies came down 
ibon after the Woipan had recovered her 
Senfes and hearing fhe was only terriBed, 
he ordered her to be blooded by one of his 
Family, who was expert at breathing a Vein, 
to be put into a warm Bed, fome body to at- 
tend, and no Q^ftions to be aflced her. : 

A« fhe waa led by the Parlour-rdoor, we 

beard herfcreami^O^/^ Son^mfSDn^Oh! npf 

ifwr Son! Ob^ cruel ra/h Panni^ M^^Pty 

^ f^t^mffi Fa^k^r! Qhl mf unforUtm^ dior 

^ S$n! 

My Patron, who ordered the Servants to 
bring the Murderer, on his Appearance, afked 
him, what Injury could provoke hioa to fo 
barbarous an Adion. 

The greatcft, replied he» and fuch as none, 
but a * Cahron could bear without wafhing 
offth^ Stain with the Blood of the Offenders, 

K 4 He 

. * Spanlp Term for a contented Cuckold. 
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He then told him, that he was a Soldier 
quartered in Valencia ; that coming to fee 
his Wife in the Count^s Village, he found her 
carefllng a young Man. 

Don Alfhcnfo told hiiiV, he muft fend hirti 
to the Corrlgidor of Valencia \ and ordered 
his Men to fecure him, till the Coach could 
be got ready to carry him. 

Soon riter this the Surgeon -arrived, but 
the wounded Man was expired. The Mur- 
derer was fent to Valencia^ and the Countels 
ys ith the other Ladies went to fee the poor 
Woman. 

She told them, that flie had been married 
thirty Years to, arid had one Son by her un- 
happy Huftand, that tliis Son, at the Age of 
' fifteen, went v^i-th the Galleons to la Vera Cruz, 
;ird finding Encouragement to flay in -^wK 
rrV^, had remained there fourteen Yean; •, that 
he was returned with the Fleet, which but 
lately arrived ; was come to fee and relieve 
his Parents, but in return for his filial Piety, 
lound his Death in the Arms of his Mother, 
and from the Hands of his Father. 

The Affliftion of this unhappy Woman, 
with whom our whole Family fympathized, 
was too ftrong for her Reafon to conqUer. 
She raved two Days and a Night on her Son 
and Hufband ; and . expired at the En- 
trance of the fccorid Ni<:?;ht. 

The 
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, -Tbeunhappy Hufband and Father, thruft 

into Tail, was fo thoroughly pierced with 

Griel^ that, in a Rage, he ftruck his Head 

^ag^in^^the Wall of his Dungeon with a Vio- 

flence,^ which drove, his fplintered Skull into 

his Brain, and put an JEnd to his temporary 

^Affliction and Life together. 

On the Body of the unhappy young Man 
was, fouQd a Bow-cafe, in which were Pearls 
and Emeralds to the Value of ten Thoufand 
"Crowns,* with ten Gold Quadruples, and fe- 
ven . Piftoles. In his Pockets he had fome 
Pieces of Eight, Reals and double Reals, to 
*the Amount of five Crowns. 
^. Don Alpbonfq took. all into Jiis' Hands, en- 
quired after, and gave to his neareft Rela- 
'tion's' this Money in fuch l^roportJon, as the 
'tdw.direas/* . ^' 
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CHAP. XII. 

« . - 

'fPBkb is left' to the Option of ' the Reader 
'"'/■ ■ to perufe or pafi by. 

THIS Accident preventing my Father 
from antwering the Queries, the La- 
ddies had ipade him the foregoing Night, 
jwlicn Dinner wais ended, the Countels defired - 
ne would niake good his Promiie, in fatis- 

' ' *K 5 '" * fying 
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fying their . Curioiity, end afleed Jf h^ be 
lieveid Count Ximnes w^uld be at ijiyv^ 
that Day. ' . 

My Father faid, he was ready to dbcjr 
her, and that he was x:ertain t^'C^oui|t vpida 
have the Honour to fup with K^r that NLrftf, 
if Bcitha* Sicknefi, Death, nor ^y urwre- 
feen Accident hindred him. 

I am, faid the Countels, cprlo^s to lec d)is 
Gcndeman, as the generpus Offer of fo cor- 
iiderablc aja Ellate is a fui^prizing 'Inftaiicc 
of Friqadihip ; and his not aflunvnc a Tide 
he has a Right to^ Qpeaks him detached from 
the World. 

Perhaps, faid my Auot^ the C^nt is en- 
tered into Religion, and then .16<:h i Tvoo^- 
dure will be cafily accouted for. ^ What yoii 
fay, my deaf, replied Don JuaH^ would ra- 
ther augment our Wonders don*t imagine, 
that the Walls of a Convent Ihut out Pfide 
and Avarice, 

Count JGtnenes^ laid my Father, is well 
^Uxjuaintcd with Jche World, has cxpericnce^l 
the Emptindsofwhat are f4fely ftiled Plea- 
furcs of I^ife 5 knows how little' Confidence 
. is to be placed in Man ; and that,, eveij ia 
Princes, the Wife will put no Truft* :He 
looks upon Rejpeft as Grimace^^ and laughs 
,at Titles, which add nothing* to the intrjn- 
fic Value of liich as bear them : He will teU 
youj that . the prcfent Life is fliorf and pre- 
carious; 
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Cftriqi9> tl^tc a- Mw wiio can be ^ntfious a- 
t^i^ ffiuftbe 1^ of Prudence: Ti^eVi- 
a^ijx^ o£ iuinua? Afliurs fuch, £i>at thp 
Jly(Uil wfa? t^s ^ tb|K TropbLes infep^mbl9 
ixi I^i^ this JTiipevflyoi]^ Care of i^ifiAg a Far 
fl%, Of perpej^ng a N^ctp, o^gfi tp b^ 
f^ ta 9^4^M fince w^ fep fiiQ gre^tpft Em- 
]Mm ^nd MoQ^rcliies overtbiro>vi^ and Na^ 
ti^p; €XtwAy leaving <>n(y ^ Name to (hew 
iihe Folly of depradijoig 1^ l^un^ .Ppl^ ^ 
i'ower. 

. Whf9ie, ^e Will a^y are the onpe Lord^ 
pf (he (hfn )ui9W|i Worldj^ the Rapta^^ 
whofe Ai^bkioQ could be bounde4 ^/ ^he 
JLiini.fi^ of ilie Eiarth alone ? 
. X.et iLU look at Hoqic^ and we ihall find 
9ne 94tf le fxm^kr Spain &ojqi the Dominion 
iSf( xbfi Gptbs^ who had enjoyed it two hur<» 
dfp^ s^n^ Nlqeiy ieven Ye^^, to that of tl:|p 
Mfors I nay, that one decifive Batde, fought 
in th^ Year fevco hundred and fomtpen^ en- 
tirely e&ce4. the Goibif NattQp; tornever 
(inc^ hsLVf jthqf had any Qoveroment^ which 
\fQP9 tjE^ Nanie: land ^ People, who had 
been to £u9vus )n the Eaft and Weft, as far 
1^1^, ia$ tjhe JBillory pfany Nj&tion can be 
traoed} T)w Peoplf^ who triumphed over 
Qints tbe Gnat fuid all 4/ia i who had fub- 
jf&^ mwy wd -powfarfol Kingdoms •, who 
9ade Head agamll jBexander the Great^ 
wafted the Countries irf* his Cpniijuefts, and had 

K -6 taken 
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taken Prilbnera King, one of His-Succcflbrs ;'* 
t!iis People, who had trampled binder Foot 
the Majefly of the Roman Empire ; vahl 
quifhed Emperors, great Tjenerafs!^' ahd re^ 
doubtable Armies •, who had reduced to 
their Subjeftion fo many Cities in Itafy; and 
even . Imperial Rome itfelf, which they plun- 
dered ; who had * feized on the richefl 
and moft populous Provinces of the Weft^ 
where * th^y had profperoufly ruled foch a 
Number of Years, with fuch, exempJary 
Piety, Juftice and diftinguiflied Bravery ; 
this gallant People, in one only Day, were 
reduced to a bare Name, and ceafed to be. * 
As for Birth, the Count will tell you, as> 
*ris not the FiFeft of Merit, but merely for- 
tuitous, on tHeorle Hand 'it ought- to* taufe 
no Honour to the Vicious, and on tiie -other 
it dught- n:6t, • if mean^ to depreciate the Vcr* 
tuous. • •.'.;. 

As for Titled, he knows nond fo'fereat, as 
that of a good Chrillian ; fince that will make 
th^'Man happy ''who real/ defervcs it,'-v^hith 
cannot' be -laid -of 'the imblt -magntecitntj^ 
whether of\Kif!g^ -Eniperor'br P6pe: * * ' 
*" In'i' V'bfd.-h'c'efte^ms'the Man' wbocar* 
fnbdue-his own Paflions<i greater Conquel^or.* 
than h^'who over-runs- -a -Kingdom. 'The 
Extent of hts-Arfibition is^ now. to live like 

" « > •• , •' 1 ■ " » '* - « . *• * Ml 

f'< • • i -'• its . it t^ . t >. I'.r . ' t '^l 

' ■* «., '1,. t f\ .••■ >. 
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a TfedoWfi* ^Crekurt, by .wliidi^;!^ , ttndw. 
ftamfe to defpife what is trarifsory j£rt*^ pre- 
carious, and fecure to hinifdf the pertnanen^ 
ahdjfolid. ^ 4i [ :j. 

'^'^Ybuare dcfcrittin^>to.uia:thortJt<gh:^^ML 
Ibfopher, knda pirojim^ Oiriftiahy'-iafelWci. 
ed Dcm Afphoiifo \ 'twill > be.h;a2^d4:b ifind^'his 
Fellow/ • ' • ' '" ' ■' "-• V •^ " • ."'. 

' Yety itplied; my Falther, heaokiiowkd^si^ 
that the Example of yoitr Life fliamed^hirii 
out of \i\& VanhiesV 'enafaj^bd hiiti ta gb* ^ 
Maft^ of his PafTibn, and giver iStceiigth to 
his Weaknefs ; hie admires, Jovcs, add ec^ds 
after Don jMphmjfi^^ What I ' hwc faid, Li- 
dte^)^ which iuppofe from the Cwht^s owi^ 
Mouth, anfwers moft of your Queftions. I 
thiwkj ^cn I bell you;' that I became ^i^ 
qc^imed ^ with CoUnt' Xtmeiuszhom t^Mvft 
Yeaii ago, mlMadrid,! hape £horo^hlv^;&. 
tisfied :your Cdmofity. ^•i '< \.^ . >' ;. ^'M'? 

You feemtd him, that Bknovr this GteAtle- 
man, by the Compliment you hivfe hiade me 
in bis-Name, .ifiiid* DoB iilpi^fijo* '• > i'-' 
' Yott Honour hJm-.wiih yow?>Frii^rtdflS|, 
replied jnyj Fathdrf,^ :whidi'hev«ftdems 4iio^e 
thafa '^ny the KiAg can tonlftr upon-himp :> 

If/:ybu ipleafe,^ wer will; now caft aji* Eye 
ever 'hisIGeneaiogy.' He thcrif dpeneda Piit 
of a iParchment Roll, which. jfiias -as .ihicfc.^isiiS 
the Small of a Lady's Waift. It began five 
njTndred and Cxteen Years before the Incar-r 
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4Himif Adie Time lheiJo!i^{MMfi1rflOI|| 
#16 JteniWi lad calkd to t^ 

called BeticMs) made a Defcect ki i^^» 
4«ier the Coodoft of MAetiaL M the 
JHtaid of tlik Gaie»kgf iNwitamiV^<^^ 
.irtutfe dde&Son vm Momt^ fireitAtf » Us ^clieft 
Son RamruSy who commanded the Sptmi^rdh 
^ f^^pdcA JMabnM. We liofiktd QiTQrily 
mmr 0Mfe onciieAt Ne^iei, aA4 they lead »9k, 
Iby a lined Dttftdnf* i» D^iSertf^ lLfkfd0ir 

ill ffo %ear. t»e Tbufiknd tkrqe iModbod aiad 
feun^^; vriien. ^ dpanimds and iV/i^ 
f«i$^»irkbi9nlyi9nfiiEnncfaKd(^ Tboa- 
fand Horir^ and twenty-Evr Timt&nfl Foob 
4Mt«;kfid ferenty Thouland Mmi/h fiwif; 
juiid. throe iaisdced Thodaod Footi ^giigked 
^ ompkac Vi&orjr^ fl^iv two hundt^ Thon- 
iandy took four Wives und fjat^ SoQs bf d)^ 
J^^VM KiBg, ai>d an inenedibfe Tixaiuiie in 
£if>tf Md fiilFor. 

The eldeft Sm of G^nriVi vm immod Xkw 
JMiMM(4 Cotfot of JSmetus^ We &und this 
Ti^ fiooticsie in the Mncial Defcept, tiU we 
came to Don Satri^pnz^ Gnusdfoi^ tx> Don 
tJimrtpeZf bom in die Y^ar jomp Thou&nd 
fm kundetd ibrenty fouTy io the Bdgri of 

^ • * * 

* 
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We mixft novr, &id mjr Father/ go to tike 
Colateral line I for^ though th^ ?i^t Line is 
carried no fother, yet, yoq Iciiow, it coali- 
iiued to th^ .peath of thella^Count, w|o 
filed a litd^alMire'lbur YqarsHp^ce, leavliig 
no Iflfe*. Lei; u$ then renGioum; to Don Hm- 
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Tm nay hogm how grw and how a- 

irrcaihie was the Sarpiizcof Ac whole Com- 

ni-v, to itt Count Smms of fb illuftrious 

i f omih" pno^ Giy Bks^ formerly held in 

X-onranpribr, and reproached with the Mean- 

nr.' a: ti; Birth, Don jipknfi ihewcd a 

v,!-^^ bv IE his Countenance; myModier 

an. l^zzaz could hardly contain dimfelves, 

sr.^ 1 nsiifvt, my Brodier was, as well as 

r uj;. crrtf naniportcd. 

.-.•rr Fiidanons and Comph'ments pad 

*r r^a^ rxiccnry, my Father laid— Now, 

r ^ir^- Prraiis, I will give you an Ac- 

r^"^^ 1 came Ik this Genealogy, which 

? T-^-TT^ ^' rte Panlh-Books, the Heralds 

*"^ .- V n;: Prmripality of ^//J'/jr, and Ln 

*!- ^TT IT Of iaiBc Batfome Deeds, 

^ •.. - i;frr {r:rrr iny£lf riic Treubk to 

«k .-, «:;*:?: r^fir «2s an Heir of the 

>.- -:;, x'i^ wnid: wf wiiJ Jcavc to the 

•«• ^-.^v-^'^^ vnr wii' he hcne To-dav, 

— • ».x.r ; :};^J.\!x'^ EnDerrainmeor, till 

r ,- ^5rT,=:5^ ^%c <acgciinied us with 

"" "^•'- :-..-§, J»r mkit command 

' — . . ^ . -^^x 3«r tsvL^y .ai^wenod with 

^•^^^ --, ^-^^-r-vxr^ XX8 — YtBD may re- 

._ ^ ^. ^x furr«^ nrdw Year 

..» • -:'^*-4^ ir ihjjdr Ac Ex- 

•'i.*. « ^>-Aji^ rata at th^ 
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Surrender of Venani^ and then a I^ifoner in 

France ; which, as that Gentleman vw» yoa r 
Relation » I was fo zealous lo efild) that I 
procured a i^r»iri& Colonel, tak^ at ^/ AurA 
Ifiw, vrfien Dcm y^ of Aufifia rdducdd that 
TowD, to be fet at Liberty, on his Birode, 
thrat, ekher Don Lopez fhoukl be reka&d 
on his Return to Fntke^ et he would come 
back, ?Lnd again furrender himfelf Priloncr. 

As I was one Day going to the Secretary 
of War's Office on this Bufinefs, a Perfon, 
tuaking Signs to my Coachman to ftop, 
came towards 'me. 

If I miftake not, feid this Stranger, yoa 
arc Don Gil Bla^. I replied, you hare my 
Name right. Then, continued he, appoint 
me an Hour, when I may entertain yoi* witli 
out Internipdon ; I have fonaething to com^ 
municate, which you will not be difpieafed 
to hear; and I have alfofome Writings to put 
into your Hands, as the Charafter given of 
yon, ^aks yeu a different Rfen from the 
vain, unnatural and feocy Upftart you wesnc, 
when I laft few yo^ in this City, a Batou* 
rke of the Duke a/t JJrfM, Wneffe do you 
lodge? 

The BlimtneJI ol thk Man, who ixejfr tfad 
PiAure of what 1 bad been, without the kaft 
Flattery^ and who, I was con(ciou», liad^a* 
aftfy followed the Ortginal, I owi) Ibnm* 
^(K^Jhocked me} and, though 1 endea- 
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v6ured'ta; calj him to mind, it was to no 
Purpofe, 

while I. was examining the Lines of his 
Face, he again aflced me where I lodged ? 
J told him s and added, that, if he would 
favour, me with a Vifit next Morning, I 
Would be at Home to none elfe, and de- 
fired he would let me know his Name, that 
L might. acquaint my Servant, he was the 
Perfon excepted in my Order to be denied. 

My. Name, faid he, is Bernardo Mufcada^ 
•Son of the Grocer who. lived at Oviedo j 
To-morrow I will be with you : and, without 
adding another Word, he went off. 

I imm^liately remembred I had given 
juft Gropnds for the difagreeable, but juft 
Colours in which he had painted me i for 
-the Libeity he had taken to reproach me, 
at- tht Time he mentioned,' made me turn 
him out of my Clofet in a very impolite 
Manner. 

. The niBxu Morning pretty early^ my Ser- 
vant told tmi Mbfcada was bejow.* I ordered 
him to be'Cbtidufted; up, ancjl to ma^e a* 
mends for the foriuer vn^iannerfy Reception, 
he had met with, I received him at the half 
Spate of the Stairs, nia'dehinl enter theRooin 
firft, placed hirp in.avgt^ttarn^ed Chain, 
ordered fameX.hgQokt^ ^^^^A igajn,. in his 
hearing) .cnjbincd.my i^^^s^ denied to every 
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t)nc of whatever Raiik, While that'Gentfemaii 

was. with me^ • ' - ' 

When the Servant was gone, Senior ^M^- 
cdda^<;Qo^tdi me in thefe Words - I am come,' 
Don Gil Bids \ for I am not ignorant the 
King, who is the Fountain of Honour, has 
given you a Right to the Titk of 2)tf», which 
his Mafefty would riot have done, had he 
known, you, I am come, I £y, to let. you 
know yourfelf. ^ 

This Exord?um ifiaide me endeav^our toruii 
bver-the Life^ I had ltd forTcJrtie Years patt, 
to difcover in'wl-fatAiSibn I had .'betrayed any 
Signs of that Vanity, of which,' I acknow- 
ledge, intoxicated' with Profperity, I was for- 
merly ridiculoufly guilty. 

Tho'I could hot recall ainyorie. In ftance,*! 
refolved^o give this- C^ynic: (as I efleemed 
him) a 'patient"'Heiring,'and dilappomt the' 
Malice of* his Defigri, if he came, as I ima- 
gined, toinfultand provoke nrie -, wherefore 
I very calmly anfw^red, If his Information 
Was the EffeA of 'his Humafiity, he would 
deferve )my Thanks Jha Fmrtdfliip; if it pro^ 
cceded from a Refentm^nt df my former 
foolirti and unwarranted Treatment' of him, 
flill I would hear him with C^lnbnefs, as I 
was the A^reflbr -, and If Contempt, Envy, 
or his own Vanity wasf the Motive^ I could 
forgive, and kugh at it : wherefore, tho* I 
hoped I did not wanrthe Inftrudion j?c ofc 

fercd. 
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ftfoid^ lie mig^t proceed idtb fi)U lifaqty;^ 
and fear no Intemiption. 

Hcanftfcred, You'll judjpdf my IVfotives 
fay my Diuxnirfe. 

Your Fathor, Scyuior^ a|me to ourTo^ 
of Otmsd!?! aBoy^sout twelve Y^ars oldi 
he WAS taben fr$m die HoTpitai of Orphans 
vxUd^imx by a Hor&^O^iude^, and had 
been &nl; diidier frpi^ that faiMfteUa. 

This my Grandfather was indformed of by 
his:MaAcr» >ha waaoiir Townih)an» and 
vciy kitttnate in o^r FaipHy. With this Joe* 
key im Hvcd as Groom, ull he was tweqty 
Yevisold. (I tM& acquaint you, the' polCbly 
k may be ufeteft, <bat when any Oipbans are 
received into the Hoif^tal, the Govcmpns ^ve 
Aem new Names \ and from thde oS EftHla^ 
jxm Futher received that of Bku^ whkh 
be tranfmitted tfi you). But to go on : 
At the Age <rif twenty, he, your Father, 
was prefied kifeo the King's Ser^^, and fent 
to FUmders^ where he remained feven Years 
lander the Command, and in the Regiment 
^ jikpamder Fi/rwf/iy Prince of P^ma. 

refcued Jnthfttf P^rtz^ a dilgraced Favourite, 
bte Secretary of State, and iix&, Minijier 
who had efcaped from his C6n6nenient, and 
was retaken in^ib^^i^^, ient Don jilpbonfc de 
Vargas (to cbaftiie them) with fome cboiea 
Txjoops. Your Fs^ther wa$ in thi? Draught ; 

^d 
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and, «in J^ccotmc cS hfe Btavoy, afca- the 
Kingdom was redaced v^ a moft dcploeftble 
Cbndkion, he Waft indul^ Willi hii Dif. 
ehar^ from ^e Savke, and a P)m)Qi& of 
a ffalbard, if he woidd agak tsdte m. 

'He returned to OviedQ^ wkeiie iiefdiuid 
his Mafter almoft in the Agonies of Deadly 
2utA mf Grandfkdier by hh BodA^. 

The Horie-courier y^eed fd fte J^i^^ 

fer wfiem he t^ an AffeAicn, letMi in 

Saftty, after K> ki% «n Abfedee and jiavifig 

heard ftodiing from him. He dafeedhimift 

his Arms, 'and faid--*! amheartsyglad^ 

fee you, I did ROt foif^et voe, w4ien I made 

my Wilh fi^r 1 ^fttcin liavc Idtyoo two 

hundred Piftoles^ if yoii fliouid again appear 

at Oviid0j or touM be fbund wiqian ^ Space 

of ten Years after my Deceaiie. I ha^ aJfb 

fieelared from whence I took you in^ my 

Service upon my Oath, which I canfed to 

be regHtfttJ. I will now fenjd fer a Notary, 

and acknowledge you ^ Memk^ Peffenl 

formertj' received from the d^pban-houfe 

m Sekafiitm^ which I dedre my Frfend Afyf* 

Todt will allb lee regiftered s I leaip« him my 

Executor. Do you, for it may orte Day 1!)e 

c|^ Service to yourfelf «0r your Cbihtren, get 

your Acquaintance in this Town to make a 

for mill Recogmdon of you, and rcgifteryottr 

Difcharge ffom the Service, as I foj)poie you 

have one^ 
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I have this fardier Advice to give you, 
which is, to go with thefe Certificates to Se- 
iafiian^ and get one frorp the Governors of 
the Orphans in .that Town, to thofe of EJiella^ 
that you are the Peribn fent to them from 
fhence, and aftervyards . taken by me to 0- 

Your. Father expreffed his Gratitude more 
by Tears, than Words. ' 

. Few Days after the . Horfe-courfer died, 
and njy; Qrandfather paid Bias his Legacy, 
adyifing him^ . for , his own and thje Sake of 
his.Pofterity> to co;nply with the Advice of 
his deceafed NIafter, which he did with .Re- 
gard to the Certificates, but neglected going 
to Self^im that Tear. 

He tq^k up the Bufinefe of Horfe-courfing j 
and as he was bred under an underftanding 
Deakr, apd.himfejf underftood the Bufinefs, 
he was in a thriving Way, 

He left Oviedo the following Year, when 
he was eight and. twenty Years old. His Bufi- 
nefs,. as he attended the Fairs, led him to Se- 
bajlian^ where he did what his Matter had 
advifcd him ; and from thence, with the Cer- 
tificate procured froip the Governors of the 
Orphans of that Town, he went to EJldla^ 
and obtained another of his haying been re- 
ceived into that Hofpital at the Age of eight, 
and by them fent, u;ider,the Name of Blas\ 
(though his real Name was Ximenes^ the Son 

of 
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of Bernardo y in the Ntighbaurhood ofEJiella) 
to Sebaftian, 

From ' EJlelU hQ yfcnt to Logrona^ on tlie 
River £^^. ' * 

' At the Inn where he lodged,- he law a 
Servant Maid, for whom he took an uncom- 
iiibrt Affeftion. , • -^ 

He ftaid there three Days; but finding no 
Chapmen to his Mind, defignirtg for the 
Fair ofSaragoJfa^ fent his String ot Horfcy, 
>vith a Man and two Boys bctore him, to 
^'aragcna^ ' 

He was fo enamoured of this Maid, that 
he refolved to niarry her, if flbe would accept 
him for a Hufband. 

This his' Intention he imparted to his 
Landlord and Landlady, who gave her die 
Charafter of a viruous and faithful Servairt>; 
and thinking 'this Propofal veTy advantii- 
geous, fent for, and commuicated to her what 
wefe youf Father!$ Intentions. 

She modeftly anfweredy That ihe had no 
Cbjedibri to his' Pcrfon, and fliould be glad 
of a Settlement, by which fhe .might be Icfs 
a Slave, than no, 'J ehc Hurry of an Inn woufd 
allow her to be : but that flie could conclude 
nothing, wiihojt her Brother's Confcnt, wix) 
was a Prieft at Segura. 

As your F. ther cQuld not truft the Care 

of his Horfes to Servants, it was concluded 

to write to the B. other, which the Landlord 

^ L , , undertook 
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undertook to do, and Bias agreed Co return 
after the Fair of Sart^offn was over. 

He had the good Fortune to difpofe of all 
liis HorieSy except that he rode, to Advan- 
tage ; which he had no fooner done, but) 
difchar^ng the Servants hired to afliil hiniy 
made the bed of his Way to Logrma. 

Tfhe next Day arrived the Maid's Brother, 
your Uncle, the Canon Gil Ftrtz. 

He approved of your Father's Circum- 
flr hces, but laid he could not confent to the 
marrying hk Sifter to any, but a Crifiinno 
Uijo. * 

It is ioipoQible for me, aniwered Bks^ to 
tell you more ot myfelf than I know, with- 
out FiAion ; wd though I realy have an un- 
common Tcndcmcfs for your Sifter, yet I 
have a greater Veneratien for 'Truth, vnd 
^ill not otfcain her by a Falfuy. 

1 admire your Sincerity, replied the little 
Canon, but cannot alter my Refolution, and 
flatter myfelf my Sifter will do nothing widi- 
out my Approbation. She is, 'tis true, a poor 
Servant, and I a necellitbus Pricft, \^k 
mean Education won't admit the Hopes of 
being ever other ; but ftiil we are not, tho' 
fo low, fprung from the Drcg^ of the People. 
The Changes in wor.ly Afiairs arc fuch, that 

iUneca 



* One who had ro M'xturc of R'9oriJh or 
JtH'i/h Blcod in hisDefcent. 
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^ineca. ri^thr diforves ; ^%ere is not a. Prince 
iut U ierwta frsm a SJave^ or a Slave bui de* 
fcendeifrom a Prime. It &voars of yanitjr 
to % ifiore. 

Your Father, concerned attbt» Anfwer, 
£ud« As you Hve at Segura^ 'ds polfible you 
may know more of my Defeent than I do 
niyfelf: I was born in the Neighbourhood of 
J^lla^ not far diftant from you, and am the 
Son of Bernardo Ximenes ; this is but lately 
come 10 my Knowledge, and more I know 
not. 

If you are rightly informed, replied G"// 
PereZi you cannot marry ipy Sifter with- 
<Kit a Dilpenlarion ; you are the Son of our 
Uncle, . 

See^ la|d JSiij, what my Reafons are for 
bclievir^ uiat 1 anot not deceived, putting his 
Cfertififcates into the Hands of Perez. 

The Canon, having attentively examined 
both them and the Perfon, faid, The Age 
you feem^o be of, exaftly /:orrefpoi)ds wicli 
thefe Papers, and I am conviifccd you are the 
Son of my Uncle, immediately embraced 
bim; and trailing his Sifter, told her. That 
inftead of a Huft)and fhe had (next to him- 
felf j found the ncareft Relation fhe had in 
the World. 

Bias told the Prieft, whatever Honour it 
might be, he could not help gritVing to find 

L 2 hi.n 
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liimfelfhis Kinfman in lb near a Degree, ■fmcTe 
he could never be. happy without his Sifter. 

Let not that trouble you, replied Perez, 
if you can fpare the Money, I w?ll under- 
take for the procuring aDilpenfetion.^^jiaid, 
he would willingly part with all He had,' nt. 
thcr than lofethe only Woman he ever had 
dirtinguifhed from the reft of the Sex. 

I'hey fupped with the L andlord that Night, 
when it was concluded, ThatG/VP^^zfhould 
take his Sifter to Segura, and lofe no Time 
in folicidng a Difpenlation in their real, "not 
impoled Names ; and, for the Sake of Pofte- 
lily, that JV;y2; ftiould take and regifter iii 
the HeraldVOffice the beforementioned Ccr- 
titicates ; that Bias (hould return to Ovieda^ 
to look after his Affairs, and upon obtaining 
the Dilpenfation, Pcnz promifed to join him 
iliere with his Sifter, to confummatcthe Mar- 
riage. To prform all this, and to cloath 
the future Bride, your Father gave the Prieft 
fifty PiftoJes, which he faid woi:U be fuffi- 
cient. 

The next Day they parted with Demon- 
ftrations of great Tendernels, * and took their 
different Roads. 

Two Months after, Perez tltA his Sifter 
arrived at Oviedo\ but Bias being then at 
Z/^w, fortyeight Miles diftant, they went 
thither,: and the Levers were there married 
(to conceal the Difpenfation), and at their 

Return, 
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Return to Oviedo^ declared their being Man 
and Wife, (hewing the Curate of the Pariih 
the Certificate of the Prieft who had per- 
formed the Ceremony. 

I had, continued Mufcada^ like to have 
omitted a. material Circumftance, which was, 
Perez confenting to the Marriage upon Con* 
dition, that your Father (hould continue the 
Nanrie of Blas^ and make no Mention of 
that of his Family, the publifhing of which 
could be of no Service in the Circumftances 
they were then in, and might bring the Dif- 
pleaiiire of their Relations upon them, who, 
thinking themielves difhonoured, might at 
leaft report them Impoftors; adding, that 
it wasfefficient, he could authentically prove 
their Defccnt, whenever it would be of Ad- 
vantage, 

Mufcada here made a fhort Paufci I told 
him I had hitherto been, I found, in an Er- 
ror, as I always thought my Father a Native 
of Ovitio.. I have written the Hiftory of my 
Life, and have left Orders in my Will, which 
I have made, for its being publiftied after my 
DeCeal^, and have in that fpoke him as born ^ 
in that Town, but will mend the Miftakc, 
when I revile my Workj which if you live 



to 
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to fee, you will acknowledge, I hope, that I 
am an impartial, and not a vain Writer. * 
To proceed. Senior, continued my ViGtcr, 
^our Unck ftaid at Oviedo i(nnc litele Time 
with your Parents, and on his Return was 
charged with a Commiflion to the Biftiop of 
the Diocefe, by the Nuns 6( the Hofy Sepd- 
jchre^ in which he (hewed fuch Zeal and Dili- 
gcnce, taking the Pains to acquaint them in 
Perfon with his Suecefi, that, in Gratitude, 
they procured him the Benefice he enjoyed 
to his Death, worth double that he quitted at 

1 was told, faid I, that it was the Incercft 
•cf thofe Nuhs. procured him the Priefthood, 
without pairing any E amination, which he 
wus too ignorant to go tlupough . 

Senior Eon QV, replied Mufcada^ fliew 
me the Man without Enemies. Your Uncle 
was not a Mail of Lfarning, but not fo de- 
ftitute of Literature, as you fey he was repre- 
knted ; befides, he was in Pric(l*s Orders, 
when he firft came to Oviedo, What I fey, 
1 have from Notes written by my Grandfa- 
ther, intimate Friend of the Canon Ptrtz. 



* No doubt my Father never revifed his Work, 
or forgot to correS the Error here mentioned, 
fincc It is trznfmitted to thier ];*rcfs, and cor.tinucd 
in ercry ImpiCilion, , 
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I have then, faid I, another Miftakc to 
re&ify f in the Manufcript of my Life. 

. Mufcada^ proceeding, laid', this Benefice 
was a great Succour to your Mother. Gil Pe^ 
rez was a pious Chriftian, a hununc and cha- 
ritable Man ; a finccre Friend, a kind Neigh- 
bour, a good Pay matter; patient of Wrongs, 
peaceable in his Nature, than which none was 
ever known among Men more inoffenfive, 
Iparing with Regard to himfelf, liberal and 
hofpitable to others, bearing Part in the Sor- 
rows of the Afflifted: ready to comfort and 
aflJft the Oppreffed-, pierced with the Cold of 
the Naked, afFcftedwith the Wants of- the 
Hungry, and a conftant Vifitcr of the fick 
and needy Pri 'oners, with whom he fhared 
Part of his Bread. 

This Prieft in his Life, which was a Re- 
proach to the much greater Part of the Cler* 
gy, luxurious, proud j litigious, unf6rgiving, 
uncharitable, vain, covetous, lewd, envioiisj 
depreciating of others, felf-fufficient, ambi- 
tious, trading ; making a Gaip of that Rev 
ligion which they deny in AeSr Pradice, 
carelels of the Souls under their Gure, and 
intent only on their Profit, to indulge to their 
irregular and unchecked PaflSons ; Gt'/Per^, 
I fay, the Reproach of fach, was befides a 
moft tender Brother, and to the utmoft of his 

L 4 Power, 

t This Fault has alfo efcaped my Father's A^* 
nimadverfiQn, if he reviewed his Papers. 
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Power fiipportcd his lifter and yourfelf ia 
your Father's Misfortunes, till Ihe, loath and 
afliamed, to be (o heavy a Burthen upon the 
good Man, got a Service. 

Blcfe me, jaid I, if tnj Uncle Penz was 
the. Man you fpeak him, I have had an /c^ 
count very injurious to his Gharader ; and 
h^ve accordingly wronged him, by fetting 
the good Man down a very Epicure, in the 
Life of Gil Bias ^ which I intend tor the 
Fiiblick, but I will do him Jufticc. *^ 

Pray do, replied Mufcada^ *tis a Cruelty 
rot to be pardoned in an Author, to venture 
to chai-afterize tiie Dead by Hear-fay. 

If thofc who write for the Public would 
ccnfidcr how feverely they may hereafter (uf- 
fer for their Indolence in this Point, or were 
they on the one hand Proof againtt Bribes,and 
on the other divcftcd of Prejudice, Pofterity 
might know the real Charailers of thofe who 
hvcd before them ; had former Authors been 
unbyaflcd, we might perhaps now efteem 
him a true Patriot, who is . ftigmatized in 
Hiilory as a Traitor to, and . a Plunderer 
of his Country; while he, who is tranfmitted 
to us as a political Saviour of his Nation, 
we fhould read a Man of a narrow and li- 
mited 
• 

• TThls'Correftlon being omitted. Is to me* 
apd, 1 believe, will be aIIowe<tl' by the Reader a 
Proof that Gil Bias forgot, or had not Leifure 
to re-examine his Life which is publifhcdl 
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. mited Genius, whpfc Policy was bounded by ' 
Bribery and Corruption ; who had no Expe-- 
. dient, on an Emergency, to extricate himfelf, 
but to ftjuander the Treafure, and facrifice 
the Trade of his Fellow Subjefts ; regardlefs 
* of the Glory of die Kingdom, lufFering the 
greateft Infults on the Nation ; pocketing the 
moft flagrant Wrongs done to the Public ; 
making it a Viftim to the Honour and Pro- 
fit of his Poft ; intent only- on enriching and 
building up his own worthlefs Family upon the 
Ruin of Millions, and fufFering to be ra- 
, viflied from, all that is dear to, a People. 

Sir, faid I, your Refledtion is very juft 5 

. lew Authors have Vertue to be impartial, 

and as few the Means to tranfmit authentic 

Relations^ of Matters of Fact, with Regard 

to what paflTes in the Cabinet of Princes. 

They, who are at the Head of public At 
fairs, wind up or relax the hidden Springs 
by which the great Machine of State is* 
moved and direded, would not be fit for 
the Employment, Were they not fecret as the 
Grave •> . liich have little T'ne, per haps 
no Inclination to infcrm Pofterity and 
did they, could we- e. peel Impartiality from 
luch Authors ? 

Hiftorians can only guefs at Caufe by 
EfFe<5b, and g ye their and the Sentiments 
of thofewho wrote before them, or the Opi* 
nions of foreign Writers. 

L 5 This 



226 ^be L I f^.of 

This Want of f ntelligence; rteceflkfy tc a 
public Writer, keeps them in the Ihfk, 
with Regard to the real Chafadlcr of a Prime 
Minifter. 

Sucrefi, tho* owing to^meire Accident, 
fhail be attributed to him as the Refult of 
confummatc Prudence and Vigilance ; and a 
Misfortune which he had forcfeen impendihg; 
guarded againft with all poflible Care; and 
endeavoured to prevent by every probable 
Mean, Ihall be charged to the Account of 
h s Incapacity or Indolence. 

This is Verified in the Mininftry of the 
late Count-Dukc. He forefaw, and endea- 
. voured to prevent the Lofs of Portugal. He 
would have removed VafconceUdS^ to whofe ill 
Conduft ought juftly to have been attributed 
\\it Lofs of that Kingdom; but the Rebel- 
lion in Catalonia J having leffened the King's 
Confidence in his Minifter, Vafconellos^ was 
. upported by the Dutchefi of Mantua^ Vice- 
. '^ecn of Pi)rtugaly influencing the Queen 
.(£nemy to ;!,^ Count-Duke) in his Favour. 

When Count Olivarez found he had mit 
carried in that Point, he declared in Council 
i'hat he forefaw the Lois of that Kingdom, 
and with it his own Difgrace *, however he 
took all the Methods human Prudence could 
Jiiggeft to prevent both. 

He fent a Commiffion to the t)uke of BrO^ 
.ganza^ which, tho' it carried the Face of Hi> 

nour 
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nour done, was indeed a Snare to entmp 
him. ' ' . f) ':T 

This Commiffion madc'it neceflaiy fo[r:h]in 
to vifit all tfie Fortreflii of Portugal^ and to 
order fiich as were ncift^ to be put in good 
Condition, '■ •. 

At the ftme Time Orders were fent to the 
rcfpeftive Governors to feize, with as littte 
Noiie as poffible, and fend the Dake>to Spain^ 
on the Frontiers of which were Ccetchas and 
<5uards to receive, and Rekyd of Mtdei upon 
the Roads to hurry him, to MadriA ^ 

* The Count-Duke fent Inftrudions: to aM 
the Magiftrates and Officers in that Kingdom 
liow to behave; to watch the Duke narrowly, 
-and to fend daily Informations of his oiiiiufielt 
'Aliens. • i . 

The Diike on th^ odier h^^d^al wary as 
the Courtt-Duke was vigilant, cxdcutjedthe 
Commifllon fent him; but, with (uah a nu- 
merous Retinue wdl armed, that he rendered 
the Miniiter's Defign, which iie. faw through, 
impradticabler 

The Count-Dufce cb/erviag chia Pre- 
caution of Braganza\ wis the mare a- 
larmed, and endeavoured to wheedle him 
and the Prime Nobility of Portugal to tlie 
Court of 5/tf/;f, With the ftrongcfl: ProfeC- 
fions of his Majefty*s Intmtion to do them 
Honour, and of his own Refpeft and Verte*7 
ration for^ the Duke in particular,^ and of : bis* 

. . .R^rd: 
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Reffitrd and Eftcem for the Portuguefei^^- 
tibnin general i biitthe circumfpect Duke, 
anfwcringhis tetters with the ^mc Diffinau- 
lation,. returned his moft dutiful Thanks for 
his Majefty's gracious Intentions, acknow- 
•ledKd the great Obligitions he owed the 
Count-Duke, to whom he afcribed the King's 
Goodnefe, and protnifed to throw himfdf in 
few Day$ at his Majefty's Feet , 

Indetd the Duke ordered a fplendid tqai- 
pageto bt got ready for his going to the 
SSrtof iW^^nVf, as did ftvcral of the P.r- 

tugtuife NobUity, and behaved ^"/"ch * J^*": 
ner, that the Count Dake at firft flattered 
himfelf^ that he bad Iwallowed the Bait j ^it 
thcExcufes the Duke daily fent to procr^lU- 
mte his Tourney undeceived hini,and the 1. e- 
fc&oniThe whole Kingdom dPortug^ 
m,de good his Prediciion: however though 
d^e Ki?^ Favour towards him vifibly dc 
dined he was not immediately difgraced. 

Th^fe Reflections, fkid Mu/cada have 
htckea the Thread of my Story, which, it 

^%^!r::ie\:;n:frthe^*^^^^^^^^^ 

- your Father's .Age, ia one Thoufaud five 
hundred and ninety four-, that Year was ^e- 
markablc for die Murrian amongCattlc, and. 
TDidemper till then unknown which was 
La to Horfes in particular, ^0"? Fadier, 
had at that Time a Number on his Handv 
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which were tvfcpt off, and the Lofi cndrcly 
ruined him. 

Being thus reduced, he thought of the 
Promife ' made hini of a Halbard, and re- 
Iblved to return to the Army. This Reiblu- 
tion taken, the Canon promifed to provide 
* for your Mother and yourfelf, till he fhould 
be able to do it at bis Return. 

Accordingly Bias fet out in Search of hh 
former Officer ; but he being dead, and him- 
Ifelf in great NeceiTity, inlifted as a^ common 
Foot-Soldier, and was fent with other Re- 
cruits to Flanders : The King making Peace 
with France in the Year one Thoufand five 
hundred and ninety eight,, his Regiment v^as 
lent to the Low-Countries^ where your Father^ 
'having been wounded, was with others di^ 
banded, and, as Reward for their Setvice^ 
left to get home as they could. 

He returned to Oviedo^ after an Abfence 
of fcven Years; and, finding you in the Care 
of your Uncle, and your Mother in the Serv 
vice of a good Famijy, where (he was well 
provided' for, he offered himfelf, arid wai 
accepted as an Heftier in the beft Inn of the 
Town. 

Having now brought the Kiftory of your 
Family .to a Period, where * you • need n6 
father Infofmation, I fli^ll pais over what 
you know, to acquaint you with what -you 
Are as yet ignorant of. ' ' 

Your 
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Your Uiicle and my Grandfether were, as 
I have did, very inrimatc, and at the Dc- 
ccafe of the latter, the gcx)d Canon tranf- 
fcrred his Friendfliip to my, Father, who was 
the only o»e, whom he particularly diftin- 
guilhed of* all rfie Inhabitants of Oviedo^ to 
V^t laft Day of his Life that, before his Death 
he fent for, and held huB the following Dif- 
eourfe. 

• My dear Bertrand^ I am* now going to 

• pay the Debt of Nature ; I have at length 
^ reached the Goal for which we all fet out 
/ at our Birth. I am not forry that I have ex- 

• ifted, becaufeit was the good Will of my 

• Creator : I never repined at any Haf dfhips 

• I met with in Life, or at the mean Figure 
< I have made in its for God, who is infinite- 

• ly n>ercifal and wile, law this low Station 
^ Deft for me -, and I am fo far from grieving 

• at ray approaching Diffolution, that it is 
« to me a Subjed of rejoicing. I quit a noify 
/ Inn, where I am but indifferently treated, 

• to fettle in a Ma^fion of eternal Reft and 
^ Peace,, where no Cares can gain Admit- 
« tance* 

* I have been a great Sinner, Tubjeft to 
f Paffion and other human Frailties ; but, 

• thank my God, I never, to my Know- 
> kdg^9 wronged any Pcrfon in Property, 
.< or character. I truft in the Mercies of 

• God, and* the Merits of my Saviour, for 

* a 
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* a KetiiiflSon of my Sms, ais f h^ttily for- 

* give aB y^hg> have dth«r aAually dr mfion- 

* ^tiomally hijurcd me. 

•In6W fint ferycu fi(><:«Mmi!iii<Ate;an 

* Affair of* feme l>elicatyv/«irfcHcll. Iwitnift 

* to the Condiift of yoiir PWdcnt^/ - . 

Here ihy Father was iRterhiptei by»^ &r- 
I'ant, who acquainted him, that two Gende^ 
men, m a Coaeh drawn, by kxff Miite^, en* 
quired M him ; he immedbtely n^^ifT 4^ le- 
teive and donduft thfenl ih. They weiie liie 
two Advocattes. ' 
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Conftnudtton of. Mtifcada'i Narradiie. 
Tie Right of Gil Bias to the EJafe of 
Xia^enes, difcovered. 

El O N A^nfo received them i^Mi great 
P Refpcft, as they were Gentlemen 
wn t6 him, and eminent in their Pro* 
fetoon. 

After having repofcd themfelves Ibme Ihtle 
Time, one of thefc Counicllors afked Don 
Gii Bld:i ih what they could be ferviCeaWc to 
fthn \ ft* the Letter, in which he had rc- 

' ' qdred 
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- quirbd their coming to Leyva^ ivas couched 
. in general Terms, with R^ard to Bufmefi. 

My Father replied, the Day was too fer 

> i|)end:to enter upon any \ but next Morning 

: Jbfi ihould lay fome Writingg before them, 

and requeft die Favour of their Opinion. 

After this the Converladon turned on various 

Subjedls. 

. Th( neyt Day, Bres^iaft being over, my 

. FAtheflr withdrew with the two Counfelloj^, 

..and. having given his Writings into their 

Hands, Veturned. The Countefs immediately 

defired him to go on with the Narradve lie 

Ijad begqn the preceding Day, which he did 

as follows. The good Prieft thus proceeded. 

' Though every ^ne knows, our Birth is 

* not in our Option, yet almoft every one 
.*defires the W orld /hould think them (}e-, 

* fcended from diftinguiftied Parents, how- 

* ever deprefled in their Circumftances. . I am 

* aa Exception to this almoft general Inclina- 

* tion 5 for Men, in my Opinion, judge 
* • wrong, in thinking that being deriv^ 
. * from ^ noble Stock will enforce. Refped : 
.J* on the contrary, when a Be^ar boafts the 

* Luftre and Antiquity of his Family, far 
^ from acquiring him Relpeft (however well 

* he may be grounded in what he advances) 
^ • it has an Effeft quite contrary ^j it makes 
. *. hini the Objeft of Contempt and Ridicule; 
. • he is laughed at for his Vanity 5 but tHefe 

the'* 
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the infallible Confcquences of a poor Man's 
vaunting of his Anccftors, will not cure the 
Wedi^ intoxicated with the Figure their 
Fore-fathers had made in the World. They 
do not profit by the Example of others; 
nay, neither will they, perceiving themfelves 
become a Jeft ta their Acquaintance, rel 
drels this failing. 

* Where an iUuftrious Birth is fuppofted 
by a large Eftate, it caufes Refpeft : But the 
needy Nobility are as certainly, by ftich as 
envy and are inwardly angry at their pre- 
ceding them, heartily defpifed ; tis ah 
Amends the Wealthy and Meanly-born 
make themfelves. 

* A poor Lord is a ftanding Jeft, and the 
inceflant Subjeft of a fubftantial Citizen's 
Ridicule. As what I now lay, my dear 
'Bertrand^ is the Refiilt of long Obferva^ 
tion, I have not only overcome my own^, 
but the Vanity of my Siftier and Brother 
Bias in this Pbint. 

' We have carefully concealed our Origin j 
and, as we are funk into the lowed Clafs of 
Men, have been content to be thought ta 
have fprung from Parents, as mean as our 
Situation: and I fhould quit the -World 
without divulging our Family, w^rc I mSt 
in Point of Confcience, with Regard to my 
Nephew C?/7, obliged to entruft the Secret 
to Ibmc difcreet Perlbn, and, as fucb, \ 

' h^vc 
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* have cho&n you preferably to all odier$ of 

* my Acquaintance. 

* You will find authentic Proofi of our 

* Ddcent and Pretenfions in that Box, whkh 
^ I <kGrc you will keep in your Cuftody, and 

* deliver to my Nephew s when, by his 

* Charafler, you believe ie has Strength of 

* Judgment equally to flight the Flattery or 

* Contenipt of the World, and to efteem 

* Virtue the only Recommendation ; the fole 
' true Nobility. Till thfen, pr till you hear 
^ the Male-line of the Family of Ximencs 

* is likely to extinguilh, I tntreat you, nay, 
^ I conjure you, by that Friendlhip which 

* has long fubfifted' between your Father, 
f yojur^elf aiid me, that you will not acquaint 
^^ him. wifh the Truft I npw repofe in you/ 

* My FatlieK, at his Requeft. took the Box 
hffmt wid|. hini» having; promifed punftually 
jEo perform the Will of his dying Friend. 

When my Father himfelr waj fummpn'd 
to quit the World, he called and acquainted 
me with bis Trutt ;. et^oining the fame 
SecreqF^ tilloneor.othcr^of the Conditions 
ihojuld difeogage me. , . 
. The Count Xmenes is now the only Male 
ef hi9 Lfioe, and you are, by Report, Mafter 
of the Proden^ required to entitle you to 
th^ Knowledge of yourlclf. 

A$ bqth Circum^ances concur, one of 
yvhkk wpi» iiifficieiu^ I am at Liberty to f^ 
•. . ' lute 
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lute you^ Don Gil JGmenes^ as next preiium>* 
tive Heir to that Title. This, Sir, was the, 
Reaibn, I laid, had die King known you, 
he would not have made you a Gentleman 
by Patent, as it would have been needkis. 
Had you known yourielf, you wouldnot have 
accepted the Creation ; which, I hear, was 
io far from giving you^Vanity, that you did 
not produce it, but upon accouot of your 
iecond Marriage. . . 

The Box I mentioned I will immediately 
(end for, and, with \x& Contents, deliver into 
your Hands. 

I (hall .pa& over the reft of the Coyer£u 
tion between Mujcada and me. I kept hinx 
u> Dinner, and. having a handfbme Aparti<« 
ment in the Houfe, more than I made ufe 
of^ with ibme difficulty L periuaded hint to 
be my Gueft dturing his Stay at Madrid. 

In a Word, Mufcada received the Box 
and Writings, put them into my Hand&, 
and, induced by the lame Motives as myllnkle^ 
J have obferved' the iame Secrecy, and ihoold 
have done to the Day of my Death, if I 
had not, by SMch(fs AffoSion for the young 
Countels, been conflrained to difdoie what 
you have feen and heard. 

There isr in th|p Box fome large Parcfah 
mepts,^ /Wiycli, relate: to the Eftate, but thj; 
ton|cnts*I could not read, they being writ- 
ten in a Character peculiar to the Lawyers ; 

for 
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for which reafon, I prevailed on the ' Coun- 
fellors, who now perufe them, to take the 
Trouble of coming hither from Valencia^ to 
decypher and give their Opinion of them, 
• The Gentlemen of the Law, who were 
Men of polite Literature and * perfcftly 
well bred, enlivened the Converiation at 
Meals while they ftaid, and, what I was 
forpriz'd at, complained of the Burthen our 
Law proved to the Poor, iaying. It was 
much to be wilhed that the Kingdx\A Cortes^, 
would reform the Abufes in the inferior 
Courts, or rather lupprefs them entirely, as 
they deprived the Public of a Number of 
ufe&l Subjedls, filled the Streets with Thieves 
and Vagabonds, by filling the Jails for 
trifling Debts. 

Till, faid the other, the Vermin of the 
Law, your Petty-fbggers, who live by the 
Fofly and Ruin, of lirigious Fools, are fiip- 
preffed, the Law will always be a Griev*-* 
ance. 

Thefe Mifcrearits make it their Bufinefi 
to promote Suits, blafting the Charadker of 
Traders, reprefentihg them as on the Point 
of breakhigi fearch out and inftigate 
their Creditors to fall upon them, and un- 
dertake to feaire their Debts, which they 
repref^t a litde time will make de^)emte. * 

Thus 

, ■■ - ■■ - ■ 

♦ Parliament. 
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- Thus they get a Number, of Suits int^ 
their Hands, and, when they have fixed ant 
unhappy Man in Jail, ftrippcd his Houfe; 
and lent his Wife and Children a begging, 
like the Cartbagenians^ when they came to 
Spain^ fall upon thofe to whom they pretehdi 
ed to bring Succour. They make lori^ 
Bills for the refpedlive Creditors, whom, ii 
their Demands are diiputed, they imqiediate^ 
ly foe ; ryn them to treble the Expei\cei 
bring Exepitions into their HQiifes, and often 
fend them to keep Company with * ihfc^ 

DebtoRi. ' . ' . '1* 

If only fair Pradirioners, Men of Kn^M/^ 
ledge and Probity, were allowed, we fijoufd 
nqf have fo many Complaints of the LaWj 
or thofe who profefs it lie under the OdiuA 
we now do. . " 

Brother, replied the other, you have 
juftly obferved -, but let us injpartially own, 
riiefe low Wretches arc not the only Griev- 
ances. Our Clals is greatly to blame; we ftudy 
Logic more than Juftice, vvhich we labour 
to pervert by falfe Colours, and throwing a 
Glolson Titles, we in ouf Confcience know 
defective : We labour to carry a Caufe for 
our Client, though confcious his Claim is ill 
grounded : Vv c not only are meer Sophifts, 
and wreft the Laws to our Purpofc, but ule 
all the Art we are capable of, to llifle thfc 
Rigbf,, throw L>uft in the Eyes of the 

Judges, 
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Judges, and obtain a Sentence u> Favour of 
l^e Caufe we [dead. 

How few among us confider rfie Jufticc of 
Ae. Suit he takes upon him to defend ? will 
wr/KnowIedge of its Defefts make us refofe 
a Bi^ief with a Fee ? No; to fpeak in general, 
ihc worft dufes, we like beft to be concern- 
ed for, as they muft be mod laboured, con- 
iequently bring us larger Fees. 

On the third Day of thefe Gentlemen ex- 
afniping the Writings, they gave my Father 
an Abftra£t, telling him he was tmdoubted 
Heir 4o -the Eftate, as well as Title of -XiVwe*- 
ms. That Don Henriquez^ born 1474, his 
great Grand&ther, had diree Sons, Don 
FrMfifia^ Don LorenzQ^ and Don Garcias ; 
that the cldeft hajl Iflue Don Henriquez^ 
whoie Iffue is not in the Genealogy 5 but the 
Knowledge they themfelves had of that Fa- 
mily, having been concerned for it, fupplied 
that Defeft j and we fhould find in the Ge- 
nealogy, the Countefe Ximena had in her 
Cuftody, and alfo in the Hei'alds OfRce, that 
Iiis Son was Don Pedro^ Grand-father of the 
hxt County who, dying without Ifluej the 
Eftate, as they would make appear, belong. 
cd to the collateral Brandh, the Iffue of Don 
Jjortnzo \ from whom Don BlaSy as it authen- 
tically was proved, defcended in a right iqe. 
That the Iffue of Don Garciasj by Donia Elea- 
nora Jfailla\ was 'Don Sitncbo^ wlio, by Donia 

JMaria 
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Maria Tordefillas had Iflue G/7, called Perez^ 
'AadCaialina. Don JuaHy called Blas^ in- 
termarried with the &id Catalina^ and had 
Iffuc (j/7, in whom was united' the Bloodof 
the two collateral Branches. 

That Don Hehriquez the Anceftor, fettled 
his Eftates on Don Tomafo de Velafcoj and 
Don Guikrfn$ de Fuentefeca^ to hold to them - 
imd their Heirs; in Truft for his eldeft Son 
and his Heirs Male, and in Defauk of fuch 
I0UC, then in Truft to them to raife by'Safe 
of Timber, or Mortgage, the Sum of tw© 
hundred Thoufand Crowns for Daughters- 
Portions, if any, whether one or more ; and . 
on 1?ailure of Male Ifllie b the Line of his 
faid eldeft Son; then the laid Tniftees, after 
the faid Portion was raifed for what Female 
Iffae might be, are to hold the Eftate in 
Truft on the lame Conditions, and the lame 
Provifion for Daughters, for his fecoad Son, 
and lo to the third, on Determination of the 
Male Line of the fecond •, and on Failure of 
Male W&t of the third Son, the Ef&te is 
charged with the Payment of two himdrcd 
Thoul'and Crowns, tx> be made to the Fa- 
thers of ^e Holy trinity ^ to be employed 
by them in the .Ranfom of iS^^^^iS Chriftian 
Slaves, fallen into the Power of the: Mahih 
metansy and the Female Ifiue to enjoy it j-if 
more than on^, one Moiety tp go with the 
Caftle 0/ Ximenes to the eldeft, and the o- 

the 
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ther Moiety to be equaly divided among th^ 
younger Daughters. 

On this Deed is ehdorfcd the following 
Words : ' Memorandum^ I have, the Day and 

* Year within mentioned, figned fix Deeds, 

* gf the lame Xenor of this, each Deed con- 

* fifting of fevcn Skins of. Parchment, each 

* Skin figned and fealed by me, and witnefled 

* by the Witnefl&s, who have fobfcribed their 

* Names . hereunto ; two of which Deeds I 
*,have.^ven into the rcfpeftive Hands of 

* my good friends, Don Tofnafo de Vehjcay 

* and Don Gullhrmo ide Fuenkfeca; a .third to 

* my Son Don Francifco^ a fourth tB my ft- 

* cond Son Don Lorenzo^ the fifth to Don 

* Garcia^ my third Son, and the fix th to the 

* Fathers of ^c Hob/ "Trinity^ 

Signed; / 
Don HfeNRiQiJEZ,. Cotin^ Ximenes. 



This feerrts to be all written in the proper 
Hand-writing of Don Hcnriqucz \*t\s wic- 
neflcd by the fame Witneffcs, as fubfcribed 
the Deeds. 

We have alfo examined the Genealogy of 
the 0*NealSf of -which Family was your 
Grandmother. This Genealogy goes .Is far 
back as the Time of Mofes\ and we find her 

, descended 
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defccndcd from a Number df Anceftors con-' 
fpicuous for their Rank and Vertue, and al- 
lied to ail the ancient Kings and Nobility of 
che Kingdom of Ireland. 

This Genealogy, which is in Latin^ is £^u- 
thentically proved, and figned, not only by 

' the Heralds, but by twenty four lx>rds^ ^ 
. They afterwards gave a particular Detail of 
fome other Deeds, with which I fliall not 
-trouble the Reader. 

They put into my Father's Hands a Ma- 
nufcript, written by his Uncle, Gil Perez \ 
this, when my Father had looked into a 
little while, he faid, he would read to us at 
Leifure. 

It was next confulted how Don Bias ought 
to proceed, ' and' the Counfellors gave their 
Opinion on that Head, which exaftly agreed 
with that of the Counfellors in Madrid^ which 
I Ihall haveOccafion to mention in the Sequel: 

' " With Reg^d to the Pofleflion of the E- 
'ftite, they advifed his acquainting the HeiVs 
of the $rft Truft^, on whom the Truft de- 
volved, with his Prctenfions, and. that he 
fliould lofe no ;Time ; for that the Trwi/a- 
riansy believing the Heirs Male extinft, had 
demanded the two hundred Thoufand Pieces 
of Eight. ' 

They farther added, that they were of 
Opinion the Countefs, who was of the fame 

M Blood, 
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Blood, would, inftead/bf giving him unne- 
ceflary Trouble, rgpice to find the Male 
Lint ftill fubfifting •, and that it would be 
for the Intereft of the Family, for Don San- 
cho to marry the young Lady. 

On this Propofition my Father acquainted 
them with my Brother's Paflion ; adding, 
it was the fole Motive of making his Right 
public, which he Ihould not otherwife have 
examined into, as he had no Notion of any 
other, than to a naked Title. 

The next Morning the two Advocates, 
thoroughly fatisfied with their Reception and 
Fees, took Leave, and my Father, thinking 
it Time to return to Urias, acquainted Don 
jUphovJOj that in three Days he would go 
home, and prepare for his Journey to Ma^ 
drid. 

To this my Patron, after bis ufiiai polite 
Manner, objefted, that it would be cruel to 
le^v6 the Counfefs alone, - as he intended to 
accompany him in his Journey to Court, in 
Cafe his Intereft, or that of his Friend's might 
be wanted ; and requefted, that the Ladies, 
my Uncle, and Don Sctpio^ might remain tf 
Uyva. ' , 

After fome Compliments, this was con- 

eluded on, and my Brother was to go with 

them. I had never feen this Metropolis, and 

told my Patron, I would be glad to aug- 

^ mcnt 
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ment the Nurtibcr of the Company, which 
he readily granted. 

The following Day Don Alpbbnfo gave 
Orders- for every Thing neceflary to oar 
Journey: In the- interim, the Countefs de- 
fired my Father to impart to the Company 
the Contents x>i the Manufcript, as he had 
pmmiled ; he accordingly fetched the lictle 
Book, and read as follows. 



C H A P. XJV. 

' The Life 6f Don Bernardo, 'G"^.- 

* A S 'tis poflible, that the Knowledge of 

* /V his Family may one DayT^e of fignal 

* Ufe to my Nephew, G/V, known by the ^ 

* Name of BlaSy and of which he has hither- 

* to been kept in Ignorance, I think it a 

* Piece of Juftice that I am, in Confcience, 

* obliged to perform, to leave fuch Lights, 
*, as may guide him or his Pofterity to thofe 

* Rights, which by the laws of Nature and 

* of our Country, he may poffibly claim. 

'.As I do not defign,that what I now write, 

* Ihall come into the Hands of any Perfon, 

* till I am moraly affured my laft Day is at 

* Hand j I hope I Ihall not be taxed with 

^ ^ . • M 2 ' - " * Vanity 



-\ 
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* Vanity (as that is far from being the Mo- 

* tive) in the following Account of our Fa- 

* mily, 

(Here this Manufcript repeats, what the 
Coanfellors had 'obferved of our Gencal(^y, 
which I, for that Reafon, omit, and proceed.) 

* This Account is verified by the Genea- 

* Ip^es in my PoflelSion, which have been 

* collated with the relpeftive Offices of the 
' Heralds, as far as the Birth of my Brother- 

* in-law, ' my Sifter Catalina and felf, who 

* were enregiftred by the Care of our re- 

* fpediye Parents. Our common Anceftor, 

. ' Don HenrtqueZy diflinguilhed himfelf at the 

* Age of twenty five againft the rebellious 

* Moors ^' inhabiting the Mountains of Jlpu^ 

* jarras in Granada. They had envelopped 

* the Count de ^^endilla. Governor of that 
-' Kingdom, whom they had either flairi or* 

* taken P/rifoner, though he made a gallant 
' Refiftance, and laid many dead at his 
^ Horfe*s Feet, had not Don Henriquez, fee-' 

* ing his Uncle (for the Count was his Mo-' 

* ther*s Brother) in that Extremity, feconded 

* by a few Gentlemen, made his Way to,' 
^ by trampling over, and hewing down all' 

* that witWtood his Fury, and refcued him at 
*' a Time that he defpaired of Safety, and 

* thought only of felling his Life at the 

* deareft Rate he could. 

, - " • After 
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* After this firft Engagement, in which the 

* iliJ?^jwere;difc(^mfitedwith a great Slaugh- 

* ter, Muley Ben-Hamet-Ben-Jbdallah^ sl Man 

* of known Bravery, and prodigious Strength i 

* fent a Challenge to the braveft' Spaniard un- 

* der the Command of Count TendiUa. * 

* Don Henrlquez was prefent, when tjie 

* Meffenger of the Moorijh Chief delivered 

* the Challenge, dirofted as I have laid. 

* He^ begged Leave to anfwer it ; and, 
^ having obtained his Uncle's Permiffion, 

* though with fome Difficulty, he bid the 

* Meffenger tell Muley Ben-Hamet-Ben-^dat- 

* lah^ * That he was far from arrogating to 
** hirafclf the Epithet of the braveft Spaniard^ 
*' but hoped that WQuld be no Objeftion on 
** the Moor^s Side, to the meeting him at ^ 
** the Time, and in the Manner and Place 
f* he had himfelfdefign^d: That he was forry, 
*• he was to meet him as an Enemy, whpm, 
^* for his Bravery, he had much rather em-' 
** brace as a Friend : That, whatever was the 
*' Event, he could not but gain Honour irt 
** an Encounter with the gallant Muley. ^ 

* The Day appointed, the twp Champion^ 

* (the refpeftive Armies being drawn uprorf 

* either Side) iffued forth, and engaged withf 

* equal Refolutbn, giving and receiving fe* 
' veral Wounds ; but, after an obftinate Cpm- 

' bat, the Moor^ feinting with Lofs of Blood, ' 

* fell fenfclels from his Horfe. 

M 3 * Don 
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. * Don Renriquez immediately aJightedjahd, 

* finding he was not dead, had him con- 

* veyed to his own Tent, where his Wounds 

* were dreflcd. 

* The Moors J feeing their Champwion fall, 

* ran to rcicue his Body, and revenge them- 

* felves on Don Henriquezy the Chrifiians 
' were as alert to fixure the one, and proteft 

* the other. 

* The Fight was long and bloody, but 

* the Moors towards Evening were entirely 

* routed, and purfued with terrible Havock, 

* till the Darknefs Of the Night put an End 

* to the Slaughter. 

* Muley-Bin-Hamet, who had received no 

* niortal Wound, was, by the Care taken of 

* him, entirely 'recovered in fix Weeks 

* Time. 

* The Count 7endtUa often vifited him, and 
' obtained, by his good Ufage and Peifua- 

* fions, aPromife that he would liften, with- 

* put Prgudice, to the Chriftian Dodbine ; 

* the Count not doubting, but he would be 

* convinced, when he heard the Prophecies 

* of the M^by and found them exadlly 

* fulfilled in the Life of Jefus^ the Son of 

* Ac Virpn Mary. 

* In a Word, Mul^ admitted the Vifits of 

* feveral pious Clergymen \ heard them with 

* Patience; argued with Calmnefi, and, at 

* length, convinced of the Verity of the 

* Chriftian 
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Chriftian Religion, received the holy Sa- 
crament of Baptifm. He then entered into 
a Treaty with Count ^endilla^ by which 
ibch ^OTJ as refuied to abandon their £r* 
rors and embrace the Chriftian Fait^ were 
to have free Liberty to depart for Africa 
with their peribnal £^e6b; and fuch as con- 
formed, to be treated as good Siibje(5ts by 
the King. 

* In Confequence of which many left the 
Kingdom, and a iSTumber profefTed them*^ 
felves Chriftians, though they proved to be 
no Icls Mahometans in their Hearts. 
/ FerMnand and IfabeUa^ then King and 
Qjeen of CafiiU and Arragon^ in Reward 
of Don Henriqm^s Bravery, lent him the 
Ox^dc oi Alcantara. * 

M4 I 

* This Order of Knighthood was inftituted by 
King Alphonfi^ in the eleventh Century, occa* 
lioned by his taking of the City of that Name, 
in the Principality of Eftramadura. This Prince is 
reckoned the tenth King ofL^on^of that Name, by 
fttcb as confound the Kings of Cajiile and Leon. 

This Order refembles that of CaktravOy and 
iftfas under its Jurifdi£lion ; but iri the Year one 
Ttipuiand two hundred and ninteen^ it was fepa^ 
rated, ahd had its diftin£t Mafters. 

They at firft wore a Hood j they are diftinguifhed 
by a green Crofs. The Order hath thirty-eight 
Commanderies, worth two hundred forty-eight 
Thoufioid one hundred fourteen Ducats yearly Re- 
venue. 
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* 

* I could not pafs this remarkable Inci- 

* dent in the life of my Anceftor, as either 

* Envy or Ignorance had omitted it in our 

* Hiftories,' though it is recorded in the Pa- 

* tent. The Original is in the Archives of 
^ the Order of j£cantara^ which I have fecn 

* and read ; it bears Date Anno^ ^A99' 

* I write this for the Benefit and Inftruc- 

* tioa of my Nephew, in whom the. two 

* younger Branches of die Defccht from this 

* Don Henriquez unite, I (ball pals over in 

* Silence the Line, of Don Francifcoj eldeft 

* Son of the faid Henriquez. 

' (Here the Manufcript gives the fame Ac- 
count of our Genealogy, as has been already 
mentioned, and proceeds) 

'' Don Bernardo, my Uncle, at the Age 
*. of nineteen, lerved..a /Volunteer under the 

* Duke Medina-Celt^ Vice-Roy ©f5/V/^, and 

* was at the talcing the Ifland of Gehes with 

* that Nobleman ; but the Turkijh Fleet com- 

* ing upon them, when little cxpedled, great 

* Part of that of the Vice-Roy *s was taken or 

* deftroyed,and he himfclf narrowly efcaped. 

* One of- bis Sons, who was on board 

* the fame Ship with Bernardg, w4fi with 

* him taken, the Ship being boarded, and 

* carried to Tripoli. 

^ This was in the Year, one Thouland five 

* hundred fifty hine. His Ranfom was held 
^ at io high a Rate, that he was obliged to 

*feU 
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* fell the better Part of his Fortune, . to put 

* an End to a Slavery, which he endured 

* three Years, and whict his Matter, who 

* knew he was defcended from a noble Fa- 

* mily related to the Vice-Roy, rendered, 

* every Day more intolerable to force him 

* to his Price. 

* On hi!& Return to Spdin^ he went to 
*' Court, and had the Honour to be prefented, 

* to his Majefty, Philip tie fecond^ who pro- 

* mifed to make him amends for his Suf-, 
*^ ferij3gs and Lois, and immediately gave 

* him a Company. 

* There was at the lame Time in Madrid 

* the great O^Nealof Irelandy hut incognito. 

* He had brought his Daughter with him to , 

* Spain J defigning her for a religious Life. 

* This young Lady was then with the 

* Countels of Alcaudety whofe Hulband, the 

* Count,. at that Time was Governor of Oran^ 

* and commanded the Regiment in which 

* Don Bernardo had his Company. This, as 

* he was. loon to go to his Command, occa- » 

* fioned hi^ often waiting on the Countels,and 

' gave him Opportunities of converfmg with . 
' the young Hibernian Lady, with whom he 

* became deeply enamoured, and who had no , 
^ lefs tender Sentiments for Bernardo. . , 

* He made the Countels the Confidant of , 

* his Paffion ; at his Requcft Ihe fpoke to , 

* O^Nealf whom Ihe acquainted with Ber^ ^ 

M 5 ' nardo^ 
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* nariif^ Family, Charafler, Fortune and 

* Misfortune. 

* O^Neal faw, was pleafecf with the young 

* Gentleman ; and, in Ihort, the amorous 
« Couple were married on the firft of Ja- 

* nuaryy one Thoufend five hundred fixty 

* two, and the following Month. Don j?er- 

* nardo went to his Command,- leaving his 

* Bride with the Couhtefi. 

^ In the Year ©ne Thoufand five hundred 

* fixty three, Salarracz^ King oi Algiers y laid 

* Siege to the Cities Qran and Mezalquivir. 

^ Agiinfl: Oran the Turks brought an Ar- 

* my of ten Thoufend Men, a Number of 

* large Ships and Gallies, to prevent Sue- 
« coift-s arriving from Spain or Italy ^ and 

* battered the Town with twenty Pieces of 
^ large Cannon, 

* The Befeiged made a glorious Defence, 

* and, when the Breach was fufficientfor an 

* Affault,rcfolved to die rather than capitulate. 

* Happily for them, the very Day the 

* I'urks prepared to make a general Aflault, 

* Don Juan de Cordova^ General of the Spa^ 

* nijh Gallies, with Succours from Carthagenay 

* appeared in the Offings at the Sight of whofe 

* Fleet the ^urks di(k>dged in the greateft 

* Hurry and Confufion, leaving their Can- 

* Tion behind them, (which the Garrifon drew 

* Into the Town-,) and, getting oh board their 

* Ships, endeavoured to makeoflf to^/Vr^. 

* Don 
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* Don Juan gave them Chace, took five 
and twenty Galliots, and three large Mo^ 
rifco Ships. 

* The Kbors threatned to renew the Si^ 
the eniuing Year ', but the King fetting to 
Sea a powerful Fleet, under the Command 
of Don Garfia of Toledo^ the Infidels 
thought better, than to put their Menaces 
in Execution, 

* Don Bernardo^ being feverely wounded 
in this Sit^/ZoatitAtcaudet fcnt liim toM^ 
drid^ where, by the Skill of abler Surgeons 
than were at Oran^ he was perfeftly cured, 

* In one Thou&nd five hundred fixty four, 
his Son Juan was born in his Houfe at £- 
ftelhy where he left his Lady, and going 
on board the Fleet, as he was commanded, 
he affifted at the Reducing the Cattle of J£A 
Penon. It was heretofore built by Count 
Peter Navarro^ near the City Velez^ on the 
Coaft of Africa^ and then in the Poflcflion 
6f t\it. Moors. 

* Two Years after this, the Morifcoes of the 
Kingdom of Granada broke out into open 
Rebellion : Don Bernardo ^ whom at this 
Time the King honoured with the Com- 
mand of a Regiment, was fent with other 
Troops under the Cofnmand of the Mar- 
.quis de Mandejar^ to chaftife them ; and he 
defeated the Infidels in fcvcn diffejent En- 
gagements, 

M 6 • This 
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* This Year was remarkable for the Death 

* of Prince Chariesi who, by the King his 
' Father's Command, had his Veins opened 

* in a warm Bath, and expired, Anno 1566. 

* The Dutchefs of ParmUy the King's na- • 

* tural Sifter, was at that Time Regent of 

* the Netherlands for his^ Majefty. 

' She was Daughter of the Emperor Charles 

* the fifth ^ who wore the Imperial Crown, 

* but the firft King of Spain ot that Name. 

* The People, dildaining to be governed 

* by a Woman, began to fhew their Difcon- 

* tents by Murmurs, which encreafed, and 

* rofc to a Rebellion ; the Populace, joining 

* with thofe of the reformed Religion, com- 
' mitted great Violences. 

* This occafioned his Majefty's fending 

* thither the Dukc TfjUva^ to endeavour 
^ the Excindion of thoie Flames,» to which, 

* however, he rather added Fury, by fcizing 
/ on the Counts Egmont and Horn \ but the 

* provident Prince o{ Orange efcaped him, 
' or he had doubtlefs fhared the Fate of thofe 
'Noblemen, whom this new Governor caufed 

* to be executed in June, 

* In oneTnoufand five hundred fixty-feven, 
' Shan G'Ntaly Father-in-law to Don Ber- 

* >?W^, railed fonie Commotions in the North 

* of Ireland y in hopes to fhake off the Eng-, 

* "Iffh Yoke; to reftore the Kingdom to its ' 

* ancicht Liberty, the Nobility to their 

•Rights 
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* Rights, and to re-eftablifli the Roman Ca- 

* tholic Reli^oft, which Elizabeth^ Queen 

* of England^ Jiad at Heart to abolifli. 

* He was tr^teroufly murdered by his 

* own People : This News fo afie^ed Don 

* Bemardo*s Lady, .then with Child, that flie 

* iaborted and died. 

* Don Bernardo was greatly afflidted at the 

* Lois of fo good a Wife, and'the Misfor- 

* tune of his Father-in-law's Death, who 

* had great Credit at the Court of Spain, by 

* which he had procured his Son-in-law the 

* Regiment he commanded ; and, as he pri- 

* vately (Jrew great Sums of Money from 

* the King, to facilitate the abovemcntioned 
« Defigns,' he fijpplied Don Bernardo with 

* fufficient to live up to his Rank, without 
« demanding the Arrears due to him from 

* the Crown, for either his Service or the 

< Cloathing his Regiment, which he had 

* given the Crown Credit for, from the 

* Time he was appointed to command it. 

* The Duke IfJlva's Severity in the Nel 

< therlands, was throwing Oil on the Fire % 

* the more cruely he behaved, the more re- 

* fradory were the Flemmings't which obliged 

* his Majefty to fend thither, gradually, the 

* choiceft of his* Troops, tp compel them to 
, their Duty. ^ 

. ^ T)on Bernardo^s Regiment being one, of 

* thofe appointed for this Service, he wentHfco 

' Madrid 
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Maini^ to folidt Rkyxn^nc df his Arrears, 
the Money he had advanced for the Goath- 
ings, and a Sum to new-cloath his Rai- 
ment . /. ' \ 

* Meeting ivith nothing but Compki&nce, 
{air Words $nd Dd^ays from the Miniflm, 
he, who was of a proyd Spirit, took up 
Money on his Eftates a^in cloathed the 
Corps he commanded} marched them to 
dales I fa w. them embarked on board die 
Tranfports, and, hiring a nimble Veffel for 
hitafelf and Equip^e," leaving the Care of 
his Regiment to his Lieutenant Colonel, fet 
&ul for Flanders Ibme Days before the reft 
of the Fleet. 

^ Having got into the mam Ocean, his 
Ship was overtaken by a Stx>rm, which was 
{o violent, that tHe Mailer was obliged to 
cutaway all the Mafts to lave their Li ves, 

* They were tofled five and twenty Days 
by this Tempeft, and at laft driven and 
wrecked on the Coaft of Pfymouib in Eng- 
land. 

* The Lives of the Crew and Paflcngers 
were faved, but all their EfFedts loft. 

* Don Bernardo in this Diftrels addreffed 
hamfelf to his Excellency Don Gerardo de 
Spejio^ the Spanifi Ambaflador at the Court 
of Queen Elizabeth^ who ordered him a 
Sum of Money to cloi^th and bear his 

* (Charges to London, whither he advifed his 

• coming 
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^ cdming, as it might be for ^ Eng their 

* Maftcr^s Service. * 

* At this Time, towards Ae Clofc of Ac 

* Year one Thoufand five hundred fixty-eight, 

* Aere was no good Undcrftanding oetween 

* the Court of '<fain^ aijd diat of England^ 

* on Account of fome Monies belonging to 
« the Merchants of Genoa^ which they had 

* lent the King, and was going to the Duke 

* of Aha for the Cloadiing and Paying of 

* the Garrifons in the Netherlands, 

* The Ships, which had this Mbney on 

* board, being chafed by fome French Crui- 

* fcrs, took Shelter in the Englift> Harboun, 

* Pfymouthj Fabnoutb and Southampton. 

* The Queen having certain Intelligence, 

* that this Money was to be employed againft 

* the Rebels in Flanders^ whom Ihe under- 

* hand had, from the firft, fupportcd ; and 
^to a Number of whom Ihe had allowed 

* Settlements in her Dominions, in which 

* they had taken Refiige : The Queen, I lay, 

* on this Intelligence, laid Hands on the Mo- 

* ney, and gave Security fc^ it to the Genoefe 

* Merchants. 

* On this, and the Queen's Refiifal to part 

* with, die Money, the Duke of Alva feized 

* on the EfFefts of the Englijh Merchants ii\ 

* the Netherlands^ and fhe-made RepriJals on 

* thofe of the Flemings in England^ much 

* more confiderable. ^ 

Mn 
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^ In the A^gifining oi^anuary^. one Thoi> 
&nd five hundred (ixty-nine, the Queen 
juftified her Proceedings, by the Duke of 
Aha*% having firft feized the Effeds of her 
Subjeftsy. and caft the Blame bf all upon 
the Spanijb Ambaflador, Don Gerard^. Hq 
anfwered this, and hinted, That it was not 
publifhed by the (^e!en, but by the Ener 
mies of Spain | juftified- himielf, taxed the 
Queen as the Author of the Diflention, 
aM treated her with fuch Alperity, that 
fhe put him under an Arreft fdr two Days, 
and made her Coniplaints to the King of 
Spain. 

* Don Bernardo arrived in London few Days 
after this Affront done to the Spanijh Mini- 
ver, who refented it as the greatelt Infult 
on the King his Mafter; and difpatched a 
Courier to Madrid with loud Complaints. 

^ In Spain the King, on the Detention of 
the above Money m England^ feized on all 
the EngUJh EfFcds, and endeavoured to ex-r 
cite a Rebellion in England and Ireland. > 

* The Englijhj. though no War was pro- 
claimed, made daily Reprifalsr on the Spa^ 
nijb Ships, and did fuch confiderable Da< 
mage to the Subjeds of Spain^ that the 
Queen, fearing the Confcquences would be 
a War in form between the Crowns, thought 
fit to put an End to their Piracies, 

^ * Don 
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^ Don Bernardo ient to Spain to his Ste« 
ward a Power ^to to raife more Money upon 
his Eftate, to be remitted him to Flanders *% 
and takings on Letters of Exchange what 
was necellary to furnifli him a new Equi- 
page from an Euglijb Merchant recom- 
mended to him by the Ambaflador, he 
propofed to fet out to join his* Regiment, 
which had a more fuccefsful Voyage. 

* He acquainted Don Gerardo^ that he in- 
tended in few Days to take his Leave of 
his Excellency ; to which the Ambaflador 
anfifc'ered; that he muft detain him for his 
Majefty's Service fome little Time, butad- 
vifcd him . to fend away his Servants and 
Baggage ; to take a private Lodging ; ap- 
pear as little as pofljble, and to come- no 
more near his Houfe : that he would fee 
him frequendy. 

* That his Vifits would neceflarily put him 
to fome Expencej and, as it was for the 
King's 5ervice, it was not juft, it fhould be 
out of his Pocket: at the lame Time he put a 
Purfe of five hundred Pieces of EngUJh Gold 
into his Hand, telling him. That the fooner 
he got a Lodging, and acquainted him 
with the Place, the better it would be. -He 
farther advifed him to conceal his Stay 
from the Family, which he would have 
iuppofe him gone. 

«On 
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* On Aefe Inftruftions Don Bernardo fent 
away his Baggage and Servants by a Ship 
in the River names j telling them he would 
go to Dtfver^ and thence crols ; but ordered 
them to go forward to BruJfeU^ without 
waiting his Arrival, and there hire^ a Houfe 
for him. 

* Thefe being (hipped off, and Bernardo 
having taken a handfome Lodging, with 
whieh he acquainted Don Gerardo^ he pub- 
lickly took his Leave of him, and, in the 
Opinion of the Ambaffador*s Family, fet 
out as he had reported he defigned. • 

* He had not been four Hours at his 
Lodgings, where he paffed for a Genoefi 
Merchant, under the Name of Br4icardOj 
when a Servant in Livery enquired for, 
gave him Letter from the Ambaflador, and 
in which he told him. That, as he could 
not but want a Servant, he had font him 
an Italian^ who fpoke the Englifib like a 
Native,* and in whom he put entire CcxifL 
dence, his Excellency having had good Ex- 
perience of his Fidelity •, deGred he mi^t 
go between them, but that he would never 
fend him in the Day-time. 

* He farther added, hcfliould that Night 
fyp with him, with fome Friends, deliring 
be would by that Servant) whom be was 
to look upon hisj order a handfome Ester- 
t^ment. 

* About 
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' About Gx that Evening he was fuiprized 
with a Vifit fh)m the Marquis J^eUij who 
brought widi him a Porter carrying a fniaH 
Port*manteau Trunk on his Shoulder. 

^ The Marquis opening it, told him there 
were fix Thou£md Pieces of Gold of jE»f - 
lijb Coin ;* that he was to pay that, and 
fuch other Money, as would be put into his 
Hands, to the Perfons who ihould with 
the Sum they demanded, give him a par*- 
ticular Token ^ which he acquainted him 
with. 

* He then let him know that he was 
come over under Pretence x)f compofing 
the Differences fubfifting between the two 
Crowns; but his Bufinefi was to command 
the Troops the Duke of Alva was to (end 
to the Afliftance of the Earls of Northtm* 
herlandzjMJL JFeftmorelandj two Lords of 
great PoWer in the North of England^ who 
meditated an Infurrcction : to this End his 
In(tru£tions and Powers were purpofcly de- 
fective, that he might be obliged to (end 
for liich as were more ample/ and prolong 
Time,to ob(crve what Progrcis was made. 

* That indeed the Duke lyjU'oa had pro- 
milcd to fupport thofe Lords with Troops 
from Flanders ; and had fent the Gover- 
nor of Dunkirky diiguifed in a Sailor's Ha- 
bit, with able Pilots, to examine and found 
the j&gjg^ Ports, which were nxxft proper 

'for 
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* for their landing ; but that he would not 

* hazard the King's Troops, till he faw what 
? Forces thofe Lx)rds could fet on Foot; 

* what Influence the Caufe, they (hould pul> 

* lifh for their taking up Arms, had on the 

* Minds of the People ; how the Englijh Ro- 
« man Catholics, whom, the Marquis faid, he 

* found intimidated by the Imprifonment of 

* tlie Duke of Norfolk, flood affefted •> how 

* the Fnglijh Nobility in general ' would be- . 

* have, and what Forces Elizabeth could, on 

* a fudden, mutter. ' . 

* The Duke from me cxpefts, continued 

* the Marquis, a faithful Account of thefe 

* Particulars. 

* The two Earls abovementioned fup with 

* you To-night, and you have been kept 

* in England to difcipline the Peafarits whom 
*! the Lords fhall arm *, to which End ' you 
y will be obliged foon to go into the North, 
? where you will find fome of your Acquain- 
^ tance, experienced Officers with whom you 
5 have ferved, and who have been difperfed, 

* and kept clofe for fome Time, in the Houfes 

* of the mal«content Gentry. . - , 

^ ' About two Hours after the Marquis Vi- 
\ telli had been with Bernardo, the Earl of 
^ Northumberland enqmr&i for, and was fhewn 

* up to Signor Brocardo^ 

, * Vitelli told him the Quality of his Vifi- 
^itor, whOy nuiffled up vql a Clpak, had 

* . * walked 
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M^alked thither* oh Foot, arid withait At- 
tendaxice* . . 

' They had hardly complimented each o- 
ther^ tJefore the Earl of fFeftmoreland came 
in, whom the odier Englijh Nobleman fe- 
luted by his Title. 

' Signor Br§cardo defired they would be 
more upon their Guard ; for, if poffibly' 
any of the Family fhould over- hear their 
Quality, the Surprize of a Merchant being . 
honoured with fuch Vifitors, might awaken 
their . Curiofity and Sufpicions ; and caufe x 
fuch Enquiry and Qbfervarion, as might 
prove of dangerous, if not fatal Confe- 
quence. / 

* They greatly applauded BrQcardo^% Pre-- 
caution ; and JVefimoreland^ clapping him 
on the Shoulder, faid — I hope^ Merchant,^ 
we fhall have a good Correfpondent of you;' 
I have two Thoufand Reces of courfc' 
Vayettas ready to confign you, which, V 
don't queftion, you will give a good Ac- 
count of, as, I hope, they will come in Sea? 
Ion for a Market. * . ' 

* I have three Thoufand of the fame,' 
added Noribumberlandy nicaning Men by" 
the Term Vayettas. 

^ Brocardoj who underftood them, ^an-^ 
fwered. That if they had ten Thoufand each, 
they would not overftoqk the Mstfkct, as ' 
* that Commodity was greatly in Demand. 

*Don 
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^ Don Gerardoi, who had given thefe Noble' 
men a Charader of Don Bernardo^ came* 
in difguifed and wrapped up in a Cloak* 

^ As foon as he had ialuted the C(»npany, 
Signor Brocardoy faid he, I have brought 
you as much of the Money for your Bill of 
Exchange drawn upon .m, as I could con- 
veniently bring though it is all in Gold, 
on Account of its Weight; of which I de- 
fire you will cafe me, giying him a Bag : 
you need not take the Trouble to count it ; 
depend on my Word, you will find juft 
fifteen hundred Pieces : To-m(MTOW you 
will receive a farther Sum. 

* The Company then entered upon the 
Bufinefe which occafioned the Meedng. 

* The two Englifh Noblemen were of O- 
pinion, that the landing a Body of regular 
Troops, at the fame Time they publiflbed 
their Manifefto, would gready encourage 
the better Sort to dedarefer, and join them; 
but the Spaniard! alleged that &ch a Pro- 
cedure -wdiild rather hurt them -, that the 
Englijbi at leaft the common People^ bad 
a natural Antipathy to all Strangers, which, 
with a Jealoirfy for their Liberty, and the 
Notion they might entertain of a defigncd 
Conqu^ of their Country, would make 
even thofe who were inclined to follow 
xfaor fortunes, ddert them and unite a- 

: •g^unft 
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* gaunft fuch auxiliary Spanijb Troops; a!s a- 
' gainft thecommon Enemy. 

* There were, befide other cogent Reafbns 

* to be objcfted, What Place on the Cdaft 
^ liad they to land in, or retreat to? that it 
^ was abfolutdy neceflary to feeure fooic 

* ftrong Port^ even for their own Safety, in 

* Cafe the Succefi of their EnterjMm was 

* jiot equal to the Juftice of the Caufe they 
' efpoufcd, which was that of a Sovereign- 
^ Qieen, nay, their Sovereign treacheroufly 
' and cruelly detained in Prifon by the U- 

* fiirpcr of her juft Rights ; for no Cafoift 

* could allow Elizbeth^s Tide to conne in 

* Competition with that of Mary. 

* By Birth (he could have no claim, being 

* illegitimate \ and by the Will of Hemy. (he 
^ had as little Right, fince he could not dif- 
' pofe of the Crown to the Prejudice of the 

* right Heir, who was ik&ry Queen oi Scots. 

' * But,not to digrefe from the fubjeft Matter, 

* were the Propofal of the two Lords to be 
' made to the King of Spain, it might make* 

* his Mbjefty doubt their having the Influence^ 

* and Incercft, they had been reprefcnted to* 

* have, and Elizabeth having the Number 
' of inteitine Enemies reported. 

* That any Number of Troops could not 
*- be drawn tc^ther, even upon the King's 

> own Coafts, without alanning the EngUftr 
^ Court, much lels embarked for England \ 

* and 
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and the Precautions, the Queen would na- 
turally take to withftand a Defccnt, would 
infallibly defeat their Defign, fruftrate all 
Hopes of the imprifoed Queen, probably 
caufe a Declaration of War againft %i/», 
and give the Flemifh Rebels a powerful Pro- 
te6ix>r in Elizabeth i whereas, if they found 
themielves ftrong enough, only to make 
Head againft her Forces, to draw the 
Queen of Scots out of her Confinement, 
and have the additional Strength of her 
Name with them, the King their Matter 
would be under no Obligation longer to 
.keep any Meafures with^ Etizabeth^ but 
would fend them what Troops they them- 
felves Ihould deem necefl&ry, though, on 
Account of the EngUJh Jealoufy, that Num- 
ber ought not to estceed one third or one 
fourth of the Ardiy of Natives, which they 
may then have drawn together. 
* That as to Money, his Catboliif Maje- 
(ly was willing to difburfe what fhould be 
wanting to enter upon the Undertaking ; 
and had already remitted five hundred 
Thouiand Pieces of Eight, with Orders to 
pay that Sum to the two Earls preient at 
this Conference. 

' That the Money Ihould, by Degrees, 
be convcyd to the Lodging of Signor Bro- 
^ardoy ' and they m^ht from him receive it 

* by 
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by fuch Hands as they could intruft» and 
in fuch Parcels. 

* The£«j;/^Noblemen were not thorough- 
ly latisfied with thefe Rcafons, and infilted 
on the Rawnefs of new-raifed Men, as ne-« 
ceflaryto be remedied by the mixing fome 
Veterans among them. § 

* To this they were anfwcred. That they 
had feveral experienced Officers already .in 
the North, to which Number was added 
Don Bernardo then prefcnt ; and that the 
Marquis VitellPs^ Knowledge in Military 
Afiairs could not be (failed in Queftion. 

* That the King had fent him to com- 
mand in Chief the Troops, which he de- 
figncd for their Support, when once the Eng* 
lijh were in Motion. 

' Tbefe Englifh Noblemen had feveral 
Conferences at Signor Brtcardd's Lodgings^ 
but they could not induce the Spaniards to 
h^izard the landing any Troops. 

' At length tlie Earl of fVeftmorekm^s Re- 
fentment to Elizabeth^ who had wrong- 
fully granted from him a rich Copper-Mine 
found in his Eftate, got the better of his 
Precaution, and he influenced Northumber- 
land, 

* They went into the North, taking Don 
Bernardo with th^sm, whither the Money 
they received from Spain was remitted, and 
broke out into open Rebellion fooner, than 

N * they 
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they intended-, and, indeed*, before they 
had tiaken the neceflary meafiires 5 but they 
were under a Neceflity of either entireiy a- 
bandoning their Defign, or of declaring 
themfelves as they did : for Elizaiefb^ who 
had gained Intelligence of the meditated 
Revolt, ferft for. them to Court, and, on 
their evafive Excufes, repeated her Com- 
mands in Terms which gave them plainly 
to underftand, fhe was no Stranger to what 
w^ in Agitation'. 

* The Letters and Notes, belonging to 
Don Bernardo^ which came to my Hands, 
and from which I have extrafted the great- 
efl. Pare of what relates to his Lite, con- 
tain a particular Account.of the Progrels of 
this Rebellion, fo fatal to the two before- 
mentioned Chiefs ; which ^ as it is foreign 
to my Defign, I pafs over, and fhall only 
f^^y, that Elizabeth removed her Rival A&- 
ry, to a iortified TOv^n, which the Rebels 
were not in a Condition to befiege : That 
their Forces," not exceeding four Thpufand 
Foot and fix hundred Horfe, and the 
Queen's Troops amounting to twenty Thou- 
fand and upwards, they durft.no t face them, 
but retired northward, in Hopes toencreafe 
their ^Numbers •, but in this being disap- 
pointed, and .on the contrary many daily 
deferting them, they difperfed : every Man 
providing for his own Safety. 

* The 
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* The Earl of Northumberland and Don 
Bernardo fled to Scotland ; the Earl of JVeft- 
morland got into the Netherlands y where the 
King allowed him a fmall Pcnfion for his 
Support. 

* Don Bernardo, finding at his Arrival ih 
the City of Edinburgh, a Scot^ Ship bound 
for C^^^z, took his Paflage for that Ifland, ' 
and would have perfuaded Northu^nierland 
to have kept him Company ; but he, buoy- 
ed up with vain. Hopes of itill fucceeding, 
as a Gentleman, named Dacresy who after- 
wards appeared in Arms, flattered him in 
his Letters, Bernardo took his Leave of 
him, and, arriving happily at Cadiz, made 
the belt of his Way to Court, where he 
gave the King a pardcular Detail of all 
Tranfaftions. 

* The King feemed to be little moved, as 
indeed he was a Prince of great Conftancy, 
and only faid, when he had with great Pa- 
tience, and not the lead Sign of Emotion, 
heard the whole —I ha.l no great Hopes of 
this Enterprize, when I heard the Duke of 
Norfolk was imprifcn:d. 

' Bernardo, ybu m.ay be of more Service 
to me by flaying at Court, than by going 
to Flanders. I have r afed you to the Rank 
of Major General. 

N 2 ^He 
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* He returned his Majefty Thanks, and 

* aflced if his Majefty's Afiairs would permit 

* him to go to his own Houfe for a Month, 

* The King bid him not exceed that Space. 

* Having this Permiffion, he went to £- 
^fteUa^ where arriving, as my Father fell 

* under Misfortunes, he took me and my 

* Sifter to his Houfe, and left lis under the 

* Care of an old Gentlewoman, who had 

* his own Son under her Tuition. 



C H A p. XV. 

A Continuation of the Joregoing. 

* /^ N Btmardoh Return to Court, the 

* \J King told him, he muft accompany 
« Don Juan de Mendoza to Ireland ^ that he 
« ihould have his Ihftrudtions in ten Days. 

' Having received them, Don Juan and 

* he fet Sail from Cadiz in a light Frigate, • 
*and, without Accident, landed in /r^i^^^rf, 

* after a fhort and pleafant Voyage. , 

* Don Bernardo's Pretence, for vifiting this 

* Kingdom was to be, acquainted with, the 

* Family of his deceafed Lady, and to lay 

* Claitji for her Son to a Sutceffion. 

^Don 
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* Don Juan pretended his Friendfhip for 

* Btmario^ and hisCuriofity to fee that King- 

* dom, whofe ancient Inhabitants are faid to 

* be defccnded from the Spaniards^ were the 
^ only Motives of his accompanying him. 

* Their Bufinels was to difcover the trac 

* Scituation of that Kingdom ; the Frame of 

* Mind among the old fri/h Nobility ; what 

* Number of Forces the Reman Catholics 

* could aftually bring together; what Sea- 

* ports could be fecured, and to land pri- 

* vately (to be difperfed among the Clans of 
' old Irift>) aNumbicr of Arms, and a Quantity 

* of Amunition, with which their Frigate 

* was laden. 

* The King, from the Obftinacy of the 

* Flemings^ on whom the Duke of Alv^% 

* Severity had an EfFcft different from what 

* was cxpcfted, judged that they were undcr- 

* hand animated by - EJizakefb of England ; 

* and was therefore refolved to be in a Rea- 

* dinefs, in cafe flie fhould efpoufc the Caule 

* of his Rebel-Subjefts, to cut her out Work 

* enough ^t Home. 

* Don Bernardo and Don Juan were great- 

* ly careffed, efpecially the former by his 
^ Wife's Relations in particular. 

* Having dUpofed of their Lading to the 

* Chiefs of the Clans, and having ftaid till 
- • 7^;wwry,oneTkoufand five hundred feventy, 

^ chufing eo Fel^n i^ Winter, for Fear of 

N 3 * meeting 
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meeting the Count de la Marcos Squadron, 
who, with four and twenty Ships of W ar, 
had done confiderable Damage to the Spa- 
nt(h Subjefts, They embarked, ' returned 
in Safety to Cales^ and, pofting *to Court, 
gave the King a fadsfaftory Account of 
their Negociations. 

* His Majefty told Bernardo^ jthat he did 
not forget, and would reward his Services ; 
that he might repofe himfelf at Home 
fome Months, after the Fatigues he had 
gone through. 

* This Year was famous for the I eague 
between his Holinefs, his Majefty and the 
States of V<nice^ againft the I'urks^ who 
had taken the Ifland of Cyprus from the 
Venetians \ and for the fignal Vidory op- 
pofite to the Gulf of Lepanto^ obtained by 
the Chriftians, under the Command of 
Don John oiAuJlria^ natural Brother to the 
King. 

* Don Bernardo had fcarce been a Month 
at his own Houfe, when he was fent for 
back to Court, at the Requeft cJf that 
Prince, who did him the Honour to diftin- 
guiftihim. 

' He accordingly fet out in Aprils and on 
his Arrival, was raifed to the Rank of 
Lieutenant General, with a Prefent from 
the King of two Thoufand Piftoles, to pre- 
pare his Equipage, and a Promi^ of his. 

Arrears, 
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Arrears and Clc^things betng paid him on 
his Return from the dcfigned Expedition. 

* Every Thing being ready, the Chriftian 
Fleet rcndezvoufed in the Fare of Meffina^ 
whence it fet Sail the tenth of September to* 
wards the Turkt/h Fleet. 

* I fhill omit the Account Don Bemartb. 
Jhas left in his Papers of this Battle, and 

only take Notice of what relates to him in 
particular. 

* The Forlorn-hope of the Chriftians, con- 
fifting of fix large GalleafTes, carrying fixty ' 
Guns and four hundred Men each, were 
undei: the Command of Don Bernardo and 
two Major-Generals. The Wind, of which 
the ^urks had the Advantage, falling cahn, 
he caufed Ibme Gallies to lake thefe Ships 
in Tow, and, advancing towards, fo great- 
ly annoyed the Enemy, that he opened 
the Way to the Vidlory which followed, 
and re&ived, after the JBattle, the General's 
Thanks for the fignal Service he had per- 
formed ; befide which Honour, Don Juan 
of Aujiria^ who was a magnanimous Prince, 
did him a fignal one in the Account fent 
his Majefty of the Particulars of this glo- 
rious Vidtory, by which the Turks loft two 
hundred Gallies, either funk or taken, thir- 
ty Thoufend Men flain, five Thouland 
taken Prifoners, and, befides, twenty Thou 
fand Chriftian Slaves recovered their Liber- 

N 4 ' ty. 
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* ty. The Battle was fought on the fecond 

* of Offohr. 

* Don Bernardo was wounded in fi> defpe- 
. ^ rate a Manner in his Belly by a Splinter, 

* that his Recovery was defpaired ot 

' Don Jobn^ whofe Efteem ^as greatly 

* eUcreafed by his gallant Behaviour, viflted, 

* and fent his own Surgeons to take Care of 
I * him ; it was, however,' fix Weeks before 

. * he was out of Danger, and nine Months 

! * before he could appear abroad. 

' * When he went to Court, the King re- 

*■ ceived him very gracioufly, and let him 

* know, that Don John had done him 
. '^ Juftice. 

* Don Bernardo folicited the Payment of 

* the Money he had advanced for cloathirg 
' his Regiment, and that due for his Arrears 

* of Pay; and, in his Memorial, rcprefentcd, 

* that he had been obliged to mortgage his 

* Eftate to give the King . Credit, that the 

* Service might not be neglefted, 

* This Zeal was greatly applauded •, iand 

* he was promifed, that his Accounts fhould 

* be paflcd with all poffible Expedition. He 

* vttended the Secretary of War two or 

* three Times a Week, but could get no o- 

* ther Anlwer. 

^ Tired with this, he prefented a Petition 

* to his Majefty ; the Secretary of War hap- 

* pening to be prefent, the King repremanded 

* him; 
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Ixim; he excuibd himfelf, by laying, the 
Hurry of Bufirfcfs,*which, for his Majefty'i 
Service, required immediate Dilpatch, . 00 
cafioned the ihvokmtary Delay, which Don 
Bernardo^ who knew very well i/vhat the 
State of War was, might have confidered 
and allowed for, without troubling his Ma»- 
jefty about fuch a Trifle. • 
^ Don Bernardo anfwered, the Ruin of his 
Eftate, and the leaving his Son a Beggar, 
for having ferved his Majefly with a 2feil 
which knew no Bounds, was no trifling 
Matter to him. 

* He fpoke this yi^ith more Warmth, than 
became him in the Prefence of hisSovereigc^ 
who coWly anfwered to the Secretary of 
War — Let his Demand be paid, without 
infpcfting his Accounts,, and fee for the fu- 
ture, I hear no fuch Reproaches j then turn- 
ing his Back, went into his Clofet, calling 
to him the Secretary of War. 

* The next Day ^ Eton John of Auflria fent 
for Btrnardoj and told him, the King re- 
fented fb much the Liberty he had taken in 
his Prefence, that, had not that Prince in- 
terpk)fed, he had certainly been difmifled 
the Service. • 

* Don Bernardo told him, the Delays he 
had met with from the Secretary of War, 
and the impertinent Anfwer he had made 

• before his Maiefty. 

N s * He 
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* He then laid before that Prince his Ser- 

* vices, the Ranfom he had been put to, 

* which obliged his parting with above one 

* Half of his Eftate; the Money he iiad fince 

* that^dvanccd, whichobliged hijn to mort* 

* gjge the remaining Part ; afnd added, that 
^ all the Return he had hitherto experienced, 

* was a Prefent of two Thouland Piftoles, the 

* Command of a Regiment, which had* eat 

* up his Fortune, and the empty Tide of 
' lieutenant-General ; that his Pay was every 

* Real * in Arrears. 

* He entreated Don John to reprefent his 

* Scituation to his Majefty, which, with a 
% Prince of his confummate Wifdom, would 

* mitigalte the Fault he had been guilty of, 
** and obtain him that Pardon from his Ma- 

* jefty, which he humbly be^ed. 

* Don John ihrugging up his Shoulders, 

* fiU, his Cafe was hard, and he would Ipeak 

* to iys"vMajefty in his Behalf. 

* Don Bernardo^ j'^ftly irritated againfl: the 

* Secretary of War, would no more go nejr 
^* him, but waited the Iflue of Don John^s 

* Reprefentarion to his Majefty, 

«»* About eight Days after, Don John lent 

* frfr, .and told him. That the King, on the 

* Reprefentation he had made, w^ gracfouf- 

My 

♦•Real, in EngUJh Ryal, is about fix PenC3 
Half»pcnny 
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ly pleafed to exprefi himfelf concerned for 
what he had fufFered, and that he had not 
had Juftice dont him by his Minilters, con- 
formable to his Majefty*s Maxim of diftin- 
guilhing Men of Merit. 

* That the King had a-frefli ordered him 
to be paid out of the firft Money the Se- 
cretary of War fhould receive for the Pay - • 
ment of his Majefty's Forces; and, putting 
this Order into his Hands, faid, Go to, 
and Ihew that Minifter this, which theJ[Cing 
himfelf has figned ; and, as I know the 
Exchequer at prefent is fomewhat drained, 
and you may not immediately get your 
Demands paid j give me Leave to lend mjpi 
the Sum contained in this Bill of P^r^z, tne 
Banker. ' 

* Lx)ok upon me your Friend, and ufe no 
Ceremony in letting me know in what I 
may at any Tin\e be ferviceable. iiaving 
faid this, he gave him that BanMbr?^ Note 
for a Thoufand Piftoles. ** 

, * Don Bernardo went with the King's Or- • 
der to the Secretary of War, who told him,/^ 
his Majefty might with more Eafe order, 
than find Money for Payments ; Tli^t he 
had none in the Office; That the Troops*/ 
in the Netherlands^ deftijtute of Pay and 
Cloathing, muft be provided for, and that' 
he muft have Patience, till he had, and 
could Ipare Money. 

N 6 . f In"* 
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* In a.\Vord, he found tbe King of ^i>r 

* had but litde Intereft with his Secretary gf 

* War. 

• He returned to Don Jokn^ wHo advifod 

* him not to importune the King any more : 

* That the Duke D^JJva bad impofed a Tax 

* upon the Netherlands of the^ tenth Penny, 

* upon all Merchandizes, which oiufl raiie 

* a prodigious Sum of Money ; the Fk^ 

* mings be obliged to pay it, hQwe\fer rc- 
^ * luftant, and that he would write to thq feid 

^ Duke, to allot him his Demands> on that 

* Tax : wherefore, as a Friend, he adviied 
*jhis going to Flanders y where his Re^ment 

* was, and take the Opportunity of accora- 

* panying the Duke oi Medina-Celt y who was 

* commanded thither, the Count de la Marc 

* having feized the Breil in Hollands 

* The Duke of MedinaCeli being ready 

* with the Fleet to fet Sail, Don Bernardo 

* took Leave of his Majefty, having bem 

* introduded by Don John to a private Au- 

* dience, he met with a gracious ReceptioDf 

* and great Promifes. 

* He parted with the Fleet for the Nether^ 
*• lands y in one Thouland five hundred fevea- 

* ty-two. 

* Thus far his own Papers have guided 

* .me in a Summary of bis Life. His Ghap- 
' lain, who put them and others into my 

* Hands, acquaintcdme, that in the Voyage 
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« they met with, and" engaged the Confcde- 
< rate Fleet, by which they were defeated ; 

* that feveral of the King's Ships were takeo, 

* in particular that, on board of which w^ 

* Don Bernardo and hinifelf. 

• That the former died of his Woun(33, 

* two Days after the Engagement. 

• That he„ the ChapUin, w^ cxchaiyged 

* in few Months: Thar, at his.Retura to 
^ Efiella^ he found the Mortgagee had tak^n 

* PoffeflSoh of that Eftatc, and mmed Don 

* Bernardo's Son, myfelf and -ffifter into the 

* Streets ; aiid that we were received in dit 

* ferent Hofpitab for Orphans : Hc^ the 

* Canon, with his Sifter, being fent to that of 

* Segura^ the Place' of their Nativity 5 and 

* the Son of Don Birnardo taken into that 

* of Eftelh\ not one of their Relations inter- 

* pofing ♦ or taking the leaft Notice of 

* them. 

* Having thus gone through the Life of 

* my Uncle, Don BernardOj defcended from 

* the fecond Son of Count XimeneSy I fh^ 

* now proceed tp that of my Father. 

\ Don Sancho was of a very different Cz^ 

* of Mind, giving himfelf entirely to Study ^ 

* and unhappily to that of the Philofophert 

* Powder of Projedtion, the Univerlal Medi- 

• erne, 

* The Spaniards call ibi& IUlatio% a« d» tbo 
Weljhy Uncle. ' - 
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cine, or Magnum Opus ; and if the reduc- 
ing Gold to nothing is a certain Sign,' that 
the Philofophcr is in a right Procefs, my 
Father certainly was in the infallible Way •, 
for his Crucibles and Experiments foon de- 
-voured all his Money, and Iwallowed, -by 
Degrees one Piece of Land after another, 
bis whole Eftate. 

-« * Xrevifan^ Zacharius^ 'Geher^ Zeunon^ 
Raymond LulliuSy and others of the Sages 
employed him Day and Night; and not 
only confumed his Fortune, but exhaufted 
his Health, while he thought himfclf the 
happieft Man breathing, in the near Pro- 
fpeft of obtaining the precious Stone, 
which would afford him more than the Pe- 
ruvian Mines, and prolong Life, exempt 
from all Attacks or f«ch Diftempers, as 
make Havock of the reft of Mankind. 

* A ' German, who was his Co-operator, 
had indeed the Secret to make Gold, al- 
moft as faft as my Father could deftroy it ; 
for he went off with large SuniS, as *tis faid, 
though nobody could ever make any Im- 
preffion on the Mind of Don Sancho to his 
Prejudice. 

' He would not allow the leaft Thing to 
be hinted, which tended to the difabufing 
him, with Regard to that Philolopher, who 

' was, 

... . i. 

f Books treating of the Art of Tranfmutation; 
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* was, in hb Opinion, not only one of 
^ the greateft, but one of the beft Men 

* breathing. 

* My Mother and Relations, who few 

* the impending Ruin, endeavoured, in vain, 
^ to avert it. 

^ She luckily died before it reached us ; 

* in a^Word, DiJJbhants^ Revivification^ Co* 
^ alition^ PiarefaHion^ the Changing Bodies 

* into Spirits^ and Spirits into Bodies^ SuBti-' 

* lization^ Sublimation^ Spiritualization, Olea^ 

f ginityj Incombuftibilityy and the like Terms , 

* pt' Art, which he had got by a great Ex- 
' pence of Time Jand Money, and were al^ 

* moft the only Words heard pronounced in 
' our Family, with the 'Expence of various 

* Proceffes, threw my Father into a Jail, his 

* Eftate not being fufficienc to pay his Debts : 
' in which, he foon paid that of Nature, and 

* left us to the Charity of Don Bernardoj at 

* whofe Death my Sifter and felf were taken 

* into the Orphan-Houfe at Segura^ and the 

* Name of Perez there given us. 

* Some two Years after, Don Bernardo\s 
' Chaplain coming to that Town, left with 
' the Curate the Papers, which have been 

* my Quidein theprefent Account. 

' Tne Curate coming to vifit one of the 

* Governors, happening to fee, tool^ a Lik- 

* ing to, and carrying me Home with him^ 

* gave me what Educadon I have. 
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* Whoriat ar proper AM9. Itookmy^Dea- 
^ co&'s: Oders^ and iit Time.'ww 9dmmd^ 

* to die Priefthood* 

^ My SiJterrwaSy when; growa up, pot^ to 

* Service. 

* Here the Canon Perez gave an Account 

* of ^iist is tiefioK nelatol'; and QcmcBiided 
^irithc%ii%, wfaajrL^^ be had not from 
^ tbe. Papers ddd Curate put itttci im Hands', 
^ &e obtained b^^enqinring fronon therold Peo* 
^jiieo£Sltptra^EBAEJU& 
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CHAP. XVL 



Don Sancho refcues the Count dc Lcyvd 
from imminent Danger. 



MY Father had juftfimihedy when Don 
Fedn M PaSiBas arrived widi his 
Lady. 

The two Advocates had called at his 
Houfe to make him a Vifit; and having ac- 
quainted him with the Difcavcry of our Fa- 
mily^ wliich they were not enjoined to coii- 
,ceal,.he.Gaaae to- make us his Compliments ^ 
and, I dare/£iyy. wa& very fincete in his Pro* 

feffions. 
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f eflionsy aa my Mother had the Honoiir M 

be reUtcd, ana pretty nearly, to his FamUy. 

At Supper Don P(dro propofed to bunt 
the Boar in my Patron's Woods the ncsjt 
Day» but my Father ©bjefted to it, ftybj 
the Ladies ought to ihare the DiverOw* 
cured from the Peril ; wherefore propoifed 4ie 
deferring it, that a Stand might be fet up for 
their feeing the Chafe, 

This every one came into 5 and the Cono- 
tefs TyjlhauQ made my Father a Compliment 
of Thanks i adding, Ihe Ihould very willing- 
ly be a Spcdator. 

The next Day we all took Horfe, witfi 
the 1 adits in Company, to view the ,Wood$ \ 
Don Alphonfo having ordered Ibme Carpea- 
tcrs and Farmers of his Tenants fwho d^ 
lighted in the Sport) with his own Huntfman, 
to meet us, chofe out the propcreft Place for 
the Entertainnpient of th^ Ladies, and to 
ere6l a Stand. This was our Morning 
Bufinefe. 

The Carpenters were left to their Worl^, 
and we returned to Dinner. In the After- 
noon my Brother ajid I waited on Don Ptdro 
a fiihing, and the reft of the Company di- 
verted themfelves, fome at Che^ othm s(t 
Cards: 

Scarce had die Dawn of the following Day 
appeared, when I wasawakened by the Sound 
of the Horns, which called u& to the Wooda, 

where 
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vrhere the Ladies had not long mounted their 
Stand, but the Dogs had a monftruous large 
Boar on Foot, which, by the placing of the 
Foils, they often drove before the Stand. 

I never before had feen this Diverfion, 
and own I was fo animated With the Hal- 
looing of the Sportfmen, the Cry of the 
Hounds, and the Re*ecchoed Sound of the 
Horns, that I thought nothing on Earth 
could afford an equal Pleafure. 

I was often checked in my Career by an 
old Sportfman ordered to attend me ; for I 
apprehended no Danger, as I was a Stranger 
to the Chafe. 

My Brother, I obferved, rode in Places, 
where my Guide would not allow me; I 
afked the Reafon ; the Man anfwered, there 
was htde Danger for him, where there would 
be a great Deal for me. He was indeed a 
young Gendeman, but an old, keen, knowing 
Huntfman. 

Our Diverfion lafled four Hours, but was 
very near ending in a moft tragical Manner. 

The Nature of the Beaft is to fly his Pur- 
fuers as long as he finds himfelf able, .and 
then he Hands upon his Defence, fhekering 
himfclf with the Root or Trunk of fome 
Tree, that his Enemies may not attack him 
behind *, and in this Defence he often kills 
fcveral Dogs, and thofe commonly the beft, 
as they are the fiercefl: to attack : While he 

runs 
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runs, he will not tarn out of his Way to 
hurt Man or Bead, if lie is not wounded ; 
but if he is, he immediately makes at the 
Aggreflbr, to revenge the Hurt. 

-Don Atphonfo^ who was a knowing Huntf 
man, judging, by the Manner of the Boar's 
running, that he would foon be ^t Bay (I 
think that's the Sportfman's Term for the 
Boar's ftanding on his Defence) and willing 
to lave his D(^, Ipurred up, and lanced 
him behind the right Shoulder, juft before 
the Ladies Stand ; but reaching too for, he 
came over his Horfe's Neck to the Ground. 
The Boar feeling the Wound, enraged and 
foaming, made at him as he lay, and had 
certainly cut out his Bowels with bis Tufks, 
had not rtly Brother, who followed the Count 
Leyva^ with his Boar-Spear, nailed the Bead 
dead to the Ground, when within two Foot 
of the Count, whofe Danger caufed the 
greateft Confternation among the Ladies; 
they all Ihrieked violently, and the Countefi 
Leyva fell into a Swoon. 

As there was a Rivulet near, my Brother 
ran, and fetched Water in his Hat,- which 
being fprinkled in her Face, (he began- to 
recover : The Count ran up to the Standi 
and fuppordng, fpoke to her •, his Safety re- 
called her Spirits, but fhe could not thorough- 
• ly (hake off the Effects of her Fright in two 
or three Days. 

f The 
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The C(lun^e^s being come t» herfelf, my 
Jlkother drew his Couteau de Chafie cut off 
'the Boards Head, and with his Horn founded 
his Death ; which brought to that Place all 
the Sportfmen, who had not got thither 
before* 

. My Guide hearing that particular Manner 
of Sound, told me the Boar was killed, and 
led me to the Place, as my Brother went upon 
the Stand holding the Head of the Boar, 
which, 'in my Opinioii, was terrible to look 
at. 

He addreffed himfelf to the Counted 

Leyva in thefe few Words Give me 

Leave, Madam, to lay the Head of your 
Enemy at your Feet ; which he did j and 
the Countefe, clafping him in her Arms, em- 
braced him tenderly, faying What do I 
not owe you, my dear Sancbo ! more than 
my Fortune, nay, my Life can repay you? 
And what do I not owe to Providence, in 
making me ufefol to your Ladyfhip and my 
dear Patron ? replied my Brother. DonAlphon* 
y& embraced, and xalled him his Preferver. 

When we were informed of the Circum- 
ftances of the Accident, we all congratulated 
Ae Count de Leyva on his narrow Efcape, 
and my Brother on his havbg been the happy 
inftmment. 

Madam 



Don Alphonso Blas. zSg 

Madam de Leyva being ftill indifpoledy 
we returned to the Cattle. My Brother re- 
ceived the Compliments made him on Ac- 
count of this Accident, with great Modefty j 
but told me, he nevef was fenfiblc of fo 
great Joy, as that he conceived in freeing our 
Patron from inevitable Death. 

The Countefs Leyva was pcriiiaded to re- 
pofe herielf ; her Complailance combating 
this, the Ladies fud, they had all Need of - 
Reft, having rifenlb much earlier than their 
ufual Time, would follow her Example very 
willingly, and take only a Diib of Qkxx>- 
late till Supper. 

Don Pedro ftaid four l>ays at Leyva ; and, 
returning to his own Scite, invited all the 
Company to pals fon^ Part of the Sumnaer 
With him : but« being informed <^ our in- 
tended Journey to Madrid^ infiftcd on the 
Ladies, rhy Uncle and Don &cipio waiting 
our Return at his. Houie, which they were 
obliged to promiie, and agreed to go thither 
in few Days after our fetting out \ which, e* 
very thing being ready, we did chat v«ry 
Week*. 
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CHAP. XVII. 



Don Alphonfo arrives at Madrid. 



WE met with nothing worthy of No- 
tice in our Journey. At our Arrival 
we went to a Houfc taken for us by Don 
jllpbonfo^s Servant, who had been fcnt before 
to that End. 

We repofed ourfelves three Days, in which 
Time the ableft Advocates hid been con- 
lulted in the Method proper for my Father 
to take, for the being acknowledged Count 
de Ximenes. 

They were unanimous in their Opinion 
that he ought to proceed by Petition to his 
Majefty, fetting forth his Title, and praying 
to be admitted to the Rank of a Tittilado^ 
in that Rank, which was his Birth-rigJ;it. 

This Petition, faid they, his Majefty will 
refer to his Advocate General, who will call 
to his Affiftance all the King's Counfellors, 
with the Heralds at Arms •, Examine the 
Proofs, together with them, and make 
Report to the King, who, if it is in your 
Favour, will, by Letter to the Cortes^ fetting 

forth 
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fortli the whole Matter, order you to be re- ^ 
ceivcd in the Quality of a Tiluladoj and to * 
take Place in the Rank your Family heldi 

That I may trouble my Reader no more 
on this Subjeft, I ihall here conclydt it 4n 
few Words ; my Father was introduced by^ 
the Duke D^OJfuna^ rcquefted by Don • yf/- 
pbonfo^ and prcfented his Petition to Jiis Ma- 

jefty. . , . • . • 

The Proceedings were as thfc Adv^ocates 

had lain them down. After two Months 
canvaffing the Proofs, and examining the - 
Archives, a Report was made in Favour of 
my Father's Claim, and he confequently ad- 
mitted to the Title of Count de Xitnenes. 

IIjs Majefly, to whom my Brother and 
fclf were prcfented, did him the Honour to 
congratulate him, and receive usv«'y gra^ 
cioufly •, we were vifited by all the Quality 
of Madrid^ to p^y us their Compliments. 

The King, who perfecStly remembered my 
J'athep, told him one Day, that he defigned 
Count Xitnenes fiio\Adi carry with him a Mark 
of his Favour in the Crofe of Calatran^a. 

My Father thanked his Majefty for the 
intended Honour ; but added if he would be 
graciouQy pleafed to beftow the Crofs on his 
elder Son, he Ihould cfteem it the higheft 
,Mak of his Royal Bounty ; that he himfelf 
was in the Decline of Life, and his Sen pot 
fibiy had many Years to acknowledge his 

. Majefty 's 
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M^'e0;y's Goodn^fi, and ct> dtdk^.t^ to his 
Service. 

Well, faid the King, we will giVe the 
Red^Crois to Don Sancbo^ which his Maje- 
ftjjt Was gracioufly plea^ to do forrie few 
D4y$ after. 

. While my Father was taken up in his Af- 
iairH tay Brother and I, having made a 
wetty general Acquaintance, by conftamly 
attending the Drawing-ixjom, were every 
Night engaged at. one or other Aflembly, 
Ball or Ma%erade, after the Play was done. 
We. had, one Nig^tin partictilar, been at the 
Count de ^orrt-Lsone^s Houfe •, were refurn- 
ing from thence about Half an Hour pafl: 
twelve, and within twenty Paces of Home, 
when, by the Light of the Flambeaux our 
Servants carryed, we perceived a Gentle- 
man who defended hiiBfelf ^^nfb three 
Aflailants. 

' We flopped the Coach, and jumping out, 
ran to the Afliftance of the weaker Side, 
The Aggreffors, finding this Reinforcement, 
began to give Way, two tliem of cfpa:ialiyv 
he . that made the greateft Refiftance, was 
the Perfon whom my Brother engaged. 

Our Servants immediately ahrmed our 
Family, and Don Alphonfo\ with my Father 
attended by fcveral Domeftics, flew to our 
Succour, had we wanted it ; but two of the 
three, feeing the Lights^ left die Field of 

Battle 
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Battle, with fomc Precipitation ; the third, 
whom my Brother had wounded in the 
Bread) and near his Groin, being furrounded, 
was taken, difarmed and carried to our 
Houfc, whether we invited the Stranger, 
whom we had refcuei), and who had alfo re- 
ceived a Hurt in the Side. 

When we were in the Parlour^ the Gen- 
tleman fainted! A Surgeon had before been 
font for,, ^yho came in few Minutes, as he 
lived near us, and drefled both the wounded 
Men, whom he ordered to be put to Bed, 
feying to ^he Perfon who was one of the Af 
failants — Sir, I would have you turn your 
Thoughts to another World -, I fhould think^ 
. myfelf guilty of the Lois of your Soul, it 
I did not advife your getting a Confefibr j 
for *tis impoffible, you can live. He told tlic 
young Gentleman, that he was in no Danger, 
if he kept himfelf from Cold. 

They Were both put to Bed in our Houfe. 
The Gentleman who was very young, begged 
we would oblige him, in fending a Servant 
to Don GeronimQ Hijjopillo in Calk- May or ^ tp ' 
acquaint him, that he was engaged with us, 
and (hould not go Home that Night -, but to 
conceal the Reafon, for Fear, faid he, of 
putting my Mother into a Fright, and trou- 
bling your Houle with her coming hither at 
this unfeaibnable Hour. 

May 
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May I, faid the other, entreat the Favour 
.of a Ccnfeffcr being fent for ? though I doubt 
a Death-bed Repentance, after a continued 
Courfe of Wickednefe, will little avail me j 
but God is infinite ^n his Mercy, as vrell ^ 
in his other divine Attributes. My Name is 
Angela della Gamba. The Duke d'-Offufia*^ 
Son is a Coward 5 and I fall by the Hands 
of a Boy. 

A Dominican Monk came, heard this poor 
Man's Confeffion, adminiftcred him the Sa- 
craments ; and,- about feven in die Morninjg, 
he dcfired the Servant who fat with him, to 
vSk the Favour of feeing his Matter. 

Don Alphonfo and my Father went to him. 
Gentlemen, faid he, I thank ypur-Oharky 
to the vileft Wretch on the Face of this Earth, 
which I am upon the Point of quitting, 
and, fliould have left with a "mudi eafier 
Confcience, had not that infamous Wretcih, 
Don Carlos — ^prevailed on me to accom- 
pany hiih. 

I am, by Birth, z^Roman ; my Profef- 
fion, a Brayo, a Murderer. This deteftable 
Trade of living by Blood, T followed feveriil 
Years with Impunity, as I never was dc* 
tefted ; but at lad hired to iBurder Don Pe» 
dro de Patilhs^ Nephew to the Spanifh Am- 
bafTador at Reme^ I was, by what imeans* I 
can't ^fay, difcovered, fefzcdandptwtnted. 
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I fband Mercy, when I deferved and ex« 
pefted none. XbiB wrou^t on me to exa- 
mine, ^hor my pdtXJfe, and employ the 
reft of my Days m nspenthig my Sins. This 
pious Refduti^ I kept, tUl my evil Ge^ 
nious threw me in the Way of Don Carhs 
at SLonn^ on his Travels. He per&iaded me 
to follow him 4 and by Ibdoiag, I returned, 
like a Bog to his Vcrniit.—— — — The yoving 
Gentleman we laft Night defligntd to dr& 
patch, makes honomuble Addrefles to Doitia 
JfahUa Marftina^ with whom Don Carhs^^ 
has taken it in his Head to be in Love, and 
whom he "intends to debauch by violent, if 
he* cannot prevail by &ir Meaa& J can ao 
more — -^^ — If dicre is Meucy for m e ■■ ■ ' 
then ^Hene be expired. 

The Surgeon came, ditfled ihe Gentk- 
man, 4nd gave Hopes of his being able to 
quit the Hou& in a Week; for, thoi^h large, 
it was but a Flelh Wound ; and he perceived 
no Symptoms of a Fever. 

Ahout Eleven o'Clock a Servant came 
from- Don Gertmimo HiJJbpiUoj to know, if 
his Father might expert Don Henry^ &> 
was the wounded Gk^ideman naftned, at 
Dinner. 

My Father anfwered the Servant, that 
te would wait on Don Germimo, and ac« 
quaint him widi his Reaibn) why he begged 
JLeave to detain his^Skxi. 

O z Accord 
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Accordbgly he took Coach, and drovt 
to that Gentleman's Houfe. By Degrees he 
acquainted him with what had happened the 
preceding ^9[ight, and with the Affiirances 
the Surgeon gave of , Don Henry being m no 
Danger. 

Don GermmOj whole Perfon . my Father 
thought he had formerly been acquainted 
with, having made the Acknowledgments, 
which every Gendeman would^ in a like 
Gale, defired Leave to wait on Count Xi- 
menes (the Title my Father' was then knowrl 
by) to fee Don Henry. 

After lbme> Stay in the young Gentle* 
man's Chamber, and a pretty long I^ifcourfe 
i^ith the Surgeon, repeadng his Thanks,, he 
took Leave, defiling Permiffipn for his Wife 
alio to vifit Her Son, 

He was anlwercd. That he commanded 
the Houfe, and the Service of every one in 
it. Having, when he left his Houfe, or- 
dered his own Coach to follow him, (em- 
bracing my Brother and me) he returned 
Home, and acquainted his Lady with the 
Accident in the mod caudous Terms ; but 
all his Care and AlTurances pf Don Henry^^ 
Wound being but flight, could not prevent 
her Alarms. 

; She flew to oar Houfe \ and^ clafping her 
Son round the Neck, bedewed his Face 
with her Tears, fl^d till Night by his Side, 

' and 
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and would have iat up with hisi^ had not 
the Surgeon told her, ihe would retard his 
Cure, hy the vifible Concern her own gave 
him. She was at length periuaded to go 
Honie, and promife to> come no more near 
him for four Days. - ^ 

One of our Servants, by^my Father's Or- 
ders, enquired of one who attended the La- 
dy, if Don Geronimo was not of Catalonia ? 
being anfwered he was; Mafter of a plenti^ 
fill Eftate, and with his own Patrimony, 
and the King's Bounty, one of the richeft 
Car^rallcros of their Country. My Fatk«er 
recollefted be' had often feen him at Court 
(when he himfelf was in public Aflfairs) and 
recalled his Story.. 

In the Interim, Don Jlpbonfo and Count 
Ximenes acquainted the Magiftratcs with what 
bad happened. 

They fent for the Corpfe, and formally 
condemned it to be expofed on a Wheel 
in the high Way, as unworthy of Chriftiaa 
Burial. 

The Bravo's Wife came to our Houfe, to 
entreat Don Alpbtmfo*^ Intereft to reverie the 
Sentence. 

He anfwered, it was impoffible ; that, as 
to her particular, if fhe would come to him, 
(he Ihould be provided for during our Stay 
in Madrid ; that he was fatisfied, Don Pedro 
de PatiUos would give her a Support for the 

O 3 Remainder 
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Remainder of her Dgys, and that he would 
- carry her with him to that Nobleman, 

The Woman, who was very little aiflifted 
at the Death of her Huihand, which fhe 
daily expcftcd to hear, joyfully accepted the 
OfFer; and Don Tetro fettled a Pcnfion on her 
forLife, 



V 



F I N.I S. 



t 



■B;^Soi 




Printey by C. Jephson, in Wine-Office^ 

Court y FUet-Streei, 



r^M.^^^ 
















^ 







THE NEW YORK VVB^li:^:^^^:^^-,,..,. ,. 
RBFBRBNGB DBPARTMbix ^r^-^^v;^^ 

This book i* aader no ciroDinstmeo* to t. 
taken from the Building 













